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Chriſtian 8 


WRETHER 


paist, or PROTEST ANT. 


8 Reader: ; 


S the Soul thou haſt. wichia thee, is of an e 
tal Nature, and made to be happy or miſerable, 
for ever, ſo it highly concerns thee, to PR 
what in thee lies, to provide for its Happineſs ; „ and 
that ſince it muſt have an Eternity of Duration, t hat 
it may be in Bliſs, and not in Sorrow. 730 
Now the Chriſtian Religion, being the Revealed Wit - 
of God, and the only Means to direct us in the Way 
of Everlaſting Life, tis of the utmoſt Importance to 
thee, that thou make thy ſelf well acquainted with it; p 
and amidſt ſo many Controverſies, and Diſputes, as 
are amongſt the Profeſſors of it, that thou ſearch after 
the Truth, and examine who is moſt in the Right, and 
find . the Doctrines of this Hay Goſpel are taug hit 
in greateſt Purity. 

And here thou wilt find, Two great Contending Par- 
ties, between whom, the Chriſtian World is divided, 
and that is the Papiſt, and the Proteſtant, and theſe 
mutually Charging each other with falſe Doftrines, and 
9 4 Errors. Nom what can be more reaſonable 
in this Caſe, than that thou ſhouldeſt examine into the 
Merits of the Cauſe, and fee which of theſe is in the 
Right, and which in the Wrong, and then reſolve to vhey 
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bat is all I ach of thee, do but give theſe. enſuing 

Papers 4 patient Hearing, and then judge as tho 1 
Cauſe. 588 f a 
Bs -continue- either in the Popiſh or Proteſtant 
Religion, meerly becauſe thou. waſt brought up in it, 
but try it, whether it be the ſame that was taught by 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles z obey the Command of thy 
Saviour, ſearch the Scriptures, bring all that thou haſt 
learnt from thy Teachers, to that Touchſtone of Truth, 
and with the ſame Nobleneſs of Mind commended in 
the Bereans, As XVII. 11. Search the Scripture 
daily, to ſee if theſe Things be ſo. 

Truth will abide the Trial He that walketh in 
Darkneſs, hateth the Light, neither cometh to the 
Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved; but 
he that doeth Truth, cometh to the Light, that 
his Deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 
wrought in God. | 

Don't hazard thy Soul and Eternal Salvation, 
the Uncertainty of groundleſs and falſe Opinions, but 
try the Doftrines, whether they are of God, and ſa 
tale care to make thy Calling and Election ſure, 
And between theſe Two Contending Parties, aſter ha- 
ving weighed both ſides, accordingly make thy Choice, 
and, If the Lord be God, follow Him; and if Baal 
be God, follow him. | 3 
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HE Church of Rome taking upon her 
ſelf the Name of Catholick, and claim- 
ing thet Title, as being the ,only true 
Church, and Spouſe of Chriſt, and ſay- 
ing, that out of her Communion is no Salvation; 
to convince all thoſe that deſire to enquire con- 
cerning it, how little Ground ſhe has for ſuch 
Pretence; here ſhall be given a faithful Deſcri- 
ption and Character of that Church, her Do- 


Arine, and her Practice; and then let any im- 


rtial Perſon judge what grounds ſhe has for 


ſuch Pretences, and whether her Ways don't ra- 
ther lead to Hell, than Heaven, 7” 1 St5 
1. For her Doctrine, here it follows contained 


in their Creed, ſet forth by their Council of Trent, 
One Hundred and Fifty Years ago, after the Cor- 


ruptions of that Church were grown to ſuch a 


Heighth, that the whole Chriſtian World cried our 
for a Reformation, and for a General Council in 


Order to effect it; which at laſt, after much ado, -. 


and many Artifices ofthe Pope to delay and hinder it, 
did at length meet and ſit, and there framed this fa- 
mous Creed, known by the Name of the Trent Creed. 


The Roman Creed, © 


I Moſt ſtedfaſtly admit, and Embrace the Apo- 
A ſtolical, and Eccleſiaſtica Traditions, with the 
reſt of the Conſtitutions ant Obſetyb dhe 
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1 alſo receive the Holy Scriptures according to 
that Senſe, which the Holy Mother Church (whoſe 
it is to interpret it) hath held, and doth hold, 
nor will ever underſtand, or interpret it other- 
wiſe, than according to the unanimous Conſent of 
the Egthers. _ CO NE bt, 
© profeſs alſo, That there are Seven ttue and 
1 Sacraments of the new Covenant, inſtituted 
y our Lord Jeſs Chriſt, and neceſſary to the Sal - 
yation of. Mankind, (tho? not all of them neceſſary 
to every Man,) viz. Baptiſm, Confirmation, the Eu- 


chariſt, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, and Ma- 


trimony; all which do confer Grace, and whereof Bap- 


-fiſm, "Confirmation, and Orders, :annot be repeated 


without Sacrilege. _ > Ms | 

I likewiſe receive, and admit, all the received and 
apptoved Rites of the Catholick Church in the ſo- 
lemn Adminiſtration of all the aforeſaid Sacraments. 
All and every thing, which was defined, and de- 


dHClared, about Original Sin, and Juſtification, by the 


moſt holy Council of Trent, I embrace and receive. 


| . T profeſs likewiſe, That in the Maſs is offered to 
_"o "x ,4 true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice for 


ie Quick, and Dead; and that in the moſt Holy 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is really, and 
' ſubſtanrially, the Body and Blood, together with 
the Sonl, and Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
And. that there is a Converſion made of the whole 
Subſtance of Wine into his Blood; which Converſi- 
on, the Catholick Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. 
1 alfo confeſs, That under either kind, or ſpecies 
only, whole and entire Chriſt, and the true Sacra- 
ment, 1s received. ee, * 
| conſtantly hold, That there is 4 Purgatory, and 
that the Soujs thete detained, are helped by the Suf- 


frage of the Faithful. f 
As alſo, That the Saints who reign together with 


Chriſt, are to hę worſhiped, and prayed to, and 
theix Reliques to be'xEjerated. 
Mn 33 That the Images of Chriſt, of 
5 "os LT. of "a the 
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"fe Bleſſed Vir pete of the Aber Sante, are to b 
had and retained, and that due Honour and Worſhip 
is to be imparted-unt6 them. 

alſo affirm; That the Power of Indulgence was 
left by Chriſt to his Church, and chat the Uſe of them 
is moſt ſalutary to Chriſtian People. 

I acknowledge the Holy Catholick, * Apoſto- | 
lick Roman Church, to be the Mother, and Miſtreſs - 
of all Churches. And! Promiſe and Swear true O- 
bedience to the Pope of Rome, who is Chriſt's Vicar, 
and Succeſſor to St. Peter, the Prince of the Apoſtles. 

I. alſo, without doubt, receive and profeſs all other 
Things delivered, and defined, and declared by the 
Sacred Canon, and Oecumenical Councils, eſpecially 


by the moſt Holy Synod of Trent; and all Things con- 
trary to them, with all Hereſies, condemned, rejet+» _ 2; 


ed, and curſed by the Church, 1 likewiſe reject, cone 


demn, and curſe, 
This true Catholick Faith, without which no Mia 


can be ſaved, which at preſent I freely bold, and 3 


profeſs, ! will (by God's help) conſtantly retain an 
confeſs, intire, aud inviolable, to my laſt Breath - 
and take care, to the utmoſt of my Power, that the 
ſame ſhall be Taught, Held, and Profeſs'd, by all\un- 


der me, and whoſe care hall belong to me in my Of. 5 
fice; I the aforeſaid N.. Promiſe, and Vow, anf 
Swear it. So help me God, and theſe holy Bragg —9 


This is the Roman Faith, this is the Summary. of 2 
their Doctrine, and this is the Formulary of theit . "4 
Belief, ſet forth by the infallible Authority ofa Pope, 
and a Councils and this, as ſo many Articles of Faith, 
is bound upon «the Conſciences of all of that Com- 
munion. This then is the State of the Controverſie, 
and theſe are the Points in Difference between the 
| Romuſh and Reformed Churches; and about theſe it is, 
that ſo much Heat has been raiſed, and ſo much / 
Blood been ſpilt. The Apoltles Orbedg togethet 
Wich the farther Explanations of i Concerning the 

; TON in the Nh * RE . Pep and 


1 


| | | | n 
| 9 1 | 3 * 
3 3 


3 


Proteſtants agree in; but that, with the Papifts, is not | 


ſufficient for Salvation. And becauſe. the Proreſtants 


receive only the Apoſtolick Creed, without the Ad- 


dition of the Trent Creed, they are doom'd to Dam- 
nation, and Perſecuted in all Places wherever. their 
Power extends. 74 =) 
--And'this Trent Creed it is, thoſe who become Con- 


yerts to the Roman Church are made to ſign. It was 


Signed by Hen. IV. King of France, before he could 
be admitted to the Succeſſion of the Crown of France, 
tho* his undoubted Right, and no Objection lying 
againſt him, but only his being a Proteſtant, that is, 
Heretick, accord ing to their Language. And for this, 
the. Holy League was framed, and a War maintained 
for five Years, by which he was kept out of his right- 
ful Inheritance till he renounced the Proteſt ant Reli- 
gion, and declared himfelf a Papiſ, by Signing, and 
Swearing to believe all the Articles of the Trent 
Creed. And this ſame it is, which i our own Time 
has been forced upon the Proteſtant Churches of 
France. And many of thoſe miſerable People have, 
by all manner of Torments, been conſtrained to fub- 
| ſcribe 5-and thoſe who refus'd it, condemned to 
Death and Baniſhment, and expos'd to all forts of 

Miſeries. -—- | 1 
„This therefore, as has been ſaid, being the Ro- 
man Faith, whether it be ſafe for any one who has 
_ a Care for their Souls ſafely to truſt them in the 
Communion of that Church, is the Queſtion to be 
propoſed. 
| Ia the firſt Place, ſhe has taken a- 
The Bille way the Bible, and forbids to look in 
forbid. thoſe. Sacred Writings,” obliging all 
N her Diſciples to take for Truth all that 

he teaches them, withont permitting 


them to examine it by the Word of God, to ſee. 


ba 


$ whether it be tue, or falſe, and by this Means keep- 


ing out all Light of. Truth, ſhe leads them whither, 


ihe pleaſes, and teachers ſor Doctrine the Commandments 
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Asad accordingly, the Receiving for Doctrines the 
Commandments of Men, is made the firſt Article in 
her Creed, and from thence naturally | 
follows all the reſt of that accurſed Traditions. 
Web, all wove out of that firſt Prin- 
ciple. and Root of Error, the Admitting of Tradi- 
tions, and humane Conſtitutions for Foundation of 
Faitb. . 

And upon this firſt Article depends the End, 
which is like unto it, the Receiving the Scripture 
according to that Senſe in which that Church In- 
terprets it, and engaging never to underſtand, 
nor interpret it otherwiſe, than according to the 
Conſent of frail and fallible Men, or of a Party 
combin'd to deceive; contrary to the Command 
of our Saviour, who' has charged that we ſhould 
call no Man Maſter upon Earth; that is, not to re- 
ſign up our Underſtandings intirely to any mor- 
tal Creature, ſo as not to reſerve our ſupream O- 
bedience to be 2 to our Father which is in Hea- 
ven; Nor ſo blindly to follow the Dictates of a- 
ny Guide or Teacher, of whatſoever venerable. 
Name, or Authority they may be, yet ſtill falli- 
ble, and, ſubject to Error, ſo. as to oppoſe, or not 
to aſſent to what ſeems plainly to be the Mind of 
Chriſt, by whom we have been warned to beware. 
of falſe Teachers. | hm 
Next follows the Enumeration © 

the Sacraments, to which, of Two on- Baptiſm. 
ly that were inſtituted by Chriſt, ſhe 

has added Five more; and to thoſe Two of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution, ſhe has thought fit to make great Al- 
terations and Additions. To the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, wherein Chriſt has appointed nothing elſe. 
but Water, ſhe has added Salt, Oil, and Spittle; be- 
cauſe ſhe will in every Thing ſet her Poſts by his, 
Poſts, and let nothing of his Inſtitutions paſs with». 


out mixture of her own Inventions >, 
4 . ; ; b d * — 
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In the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
The Lond's per, there ſhe has both added, and di- 
Supper. miniſhed, and has made Alterations 
„very conſiderable, and of great con- 
ſequence; ſhe has taken away the one half of it; 
and where Chriſt has commanded Bread and Wine 
to be received in Remembrance of him; ſhe for- 
bids the Cup to all, but her Clergy, and lets none 
of the Laity partake of it. They have only the 
Bread given them, and that neither after the man- 
ner in which Chr; inſtituted it, who broke Bread, 
and gave to his Diſciples; inſtead of which, the 
Church of Rome gives to hers, not Bread, but a 
Wafer, which is not broke, but is by the Prieſt 
put whole into the Months of the People that Com- 
municate. And theſe Wafers, which are purpoſely 
made for this Uſe, are of Two Sizes, a ſmall Sort 
about the Bigneſs of a Half. Crown, which are gi- 
ven to the People; and a larger, bigger than a 
Crown Piece; which is taken by the Prieſt, who, 
with it, drinks the Sacramental Wine alone, to 
which all the reſt of the "Congregation have as 
good a Right from the Inſtitution of their Lord, 
who faid, Drink ye all of this, Matth. XXVI. 27. 
Sax And in this Sacrament, which, ac- 
The Sacri- cording to the Ordinance of our Sa- 
fice of the viour, is to be done in Remembrance 
Maſs of Him, and as St. Paul ſays, to ſbew 
Forth the Lord's Death till he come; do. 

| they pretend to Sacrifice Him afreſh, 
and to offer up the Son of God, a true, proper, 
and propitiatory Sacrifice to God the Father, for 
the Living and the Dead, therein contradicting all 
St. Paul's Arguments in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
Heb. Chap. IX, X. wherein he ſhews the Perfecti- 
on of this Sarrifice of the Death of Chriſt, above 
thoſe that: were offered by the Levitical Prieſt- 
hood, Which were therefore continually repeated, 
becauſe of their Weakneſs and Inſufficiency; where- 
as the Death of Comp, was a full and compleat 
J ˖ Ä Sten, 
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Sacrifice, in whith He bath by ene Offering, perfectell 
or ever them that are ſanttified; 4 Lig . 
oth Prieſt and Sacrifice, did, throꝰ the Eternal Spi- 
rit, offer himſelf without Spot to God, and whom no 
Prieſt on Earth, either did; or can offer; no other 
Prieſt being capable to offer Him, but He himſelf 
alone, who is a Prieſt for ever, after the Order of 
Melchiſedeck, and who being raiſed from the Dead, 
dieth no more. {HEE 5 Oe 
And to this falſe Doctrine of the Sa- 

crifice of the Maſs, for ſo they call Tranſub- 
this their Celebration of the Sacra- flantiation. 


ment of the Lord's. Supper, they have * 

added, that other of Tranſubſt antiation; in which 
they pretend, that under the Forms ot Bread and 
Wine, is contained the true, and real Body of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, the ſame which was Born of the Vir. 
gin Mary, which was Crucified for us, and is now, 
the Scripture tells us, ſitting at the Right Hand 
of God in Heaven; this true and natural Body of 
Chriſt is, (they ſay) after the Prieſt has pronoun- 
ced the Words of Conſecration, preſent -vpon their 
Altars, under thoſe Forms of Bread and Wine 
which change, they call, Tranſubſtantiation: The 
Bread and Wine being (they ay) Tranſubſtantia- 
ted, or ſubſtantially Changed into that facred Bo- 
dy of the Son of God; yet ſo, as not to be ſeen 
by any one, the Bread and Wine remaining in 
Taſt, Sight, and Feeling, the ſame; but therein 
deceiving the Senſes, and conveying under thoſe 
Forms, the bleſſed Son of God to be received in- 
to their Months and Stomach : And for this mon- 
f ſtrous Doctrine of theirs, all their Argument is, 
| that our Saviour has ſaid, This is my Body; which 
Words, they ſay, muſt be taken in a ſtrictly lite⸗ 
ral Senſe, tho at the ſame time it is plaiif, 'qn> 

tbey can't deny, but that our Saviour upon+this very - 

Su bject uſes another Expreſſion oll 6 Figures, 

where he ſays, This Cup is the "New Teſt amitire in m 
Blood,, where, if they will have it that any uch 
9 x; "gi * n > {ubſtan- 
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ſubſtantial Chavge is made, it mult. be of the Cup; 
and not the, Wine, and this not into Blood, but in- 
to a Teſtament in Blood; which if they can tell 
how to make Senſe of without a Figure, will be 
very ſtrange, tho with a Figure, nothing is more 
natural, and eaſte to be underſtood, and according 
to common Forms of Speecc. 0 
But however, if they will have it other wife, it 
muſt then have been the Cup that was really 
tranſubſtantiated into Blood, and ſo ſwallowed down 
by the Diſciples, the Cup as well as the Li- 
vor in the Cup; for that muſt be to take it in 
the (common) ſtrictly literal Senſe. | 
And if the Proreſtants-. could but once ſee that 
Miracle wrought, and fee the Cup ſwallowed 
down by the Communicant, they might then be 
induced to believe Tranſubſtantiatiom, but why 
muſt thoſe Words, This is my Body, be taken in a 
ſtrict, literal Senſe, any more than thoſe con- 
cerning the Cup? as has been juſt now inſtan- 
ced: We find our Saviour ſaying, I am the true 
Vine, and, I am the Door; and St. Paul ſaying, 
Put on Chriſt ; And are there not many ſuch figura- 
tive Expreſſions uſed in Scripture? Does not St. 
Paul ſay, Our Fathers did all Eat the ſame ſpiritual 
Meat, and did all Drink the ſame ſpiritual "Drink, 
for they drank of the Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Chriſt ;, and he ſays farther, They were 
all Baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, and in the Sea ; 
which are all Expreſſions full of Figure, and fo 
taken, are, full of clear and weighty Senſe. 
St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. X. 16, 17. ſpeaking of the 
Sacrament, The Cup of Bleſſing, which we bleſs, is it 
not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt and the 
Bread which. we brake, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt? = for we being many, are one Bread, 
and one Body. Are the natural Bodies therefore 
of every, Chriſtian Man and Woman tranſubſtan- 
tiated into Bread, as they would hade us to be- 
luiexye the natural: Body of chriſt to be ? pe cal 
1 F * 2 n 5 8 „ 


St. Paul ſpeak of the miyſtical Body of Ci, 
and his Church, who are all one Bread, and one 
Body? Don't we find the Prophet Ezek. Chap. 
V. 3, 6. appointed to Tie 9 4 few Hairt in his 
Skirt, and to ſay, This is: Feruſalem ? Did any Bo- 
dy, can we think, underſtand by that, that he had 
there all the whole City, the Houſes, Walls, and 
Gates, tranſubſtantiated into the Form of a few 
Hairs in his Skirt? St. Paul tells the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. III. 2. He had fed them with Milks Can 
any take that literally? Col. I. 20. He ſays, Chriſt 
made our Peace thro the Blood of his Croſs; Do they 
underſtand that material Piece of Wood, on which 
our Saviour ſuffered | Death, to have poured out 
Blood ? or. do they take the Apoſtle to ſpeak of 
the Blood of chriſt which He ſhed upon the Croſs ? 
Are not the Scriptures full of theſe figurative Ex- 
preſſions ? And in all our common Forms of-Speak- 
ing in our Converſe one with another, do we not 
uſe. them? And do they not eaſily, and clearly; as 
well as elegantly, convey the Senſe of what we 
would expreſs by them? What then can be more 
abſurd, than the forcing ſuch a literal Senſe upon 
our Saviour's Words, This is my Body, contrary to 
the common and uſual Stile of Scripture, and to 
the moſt obvious Senſe and Meaning? for certain- 
| Iythis Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is the groſſeſt 
Error, and contains in ita Heap of the moſt pal- 
pable Abſurdities and Contradictions that ever 
could be, or- was deviſed by the Invention of Man. 
Beſides, the Ends of this Sacrament being all 
Spiritual; as 1ſt, By a viſible Action to knit the 
Societies of Chriſtians into one Body. Te 
| 24ly, To be Means of Grace, upon our due par- 
ticipating of them. 4 e 
34h) To be Remembrances, to ſtir Men up to 
bleſs God for that unſpeakable Love, which in the 
Death of Chriſt appeared to Mankind; to all which 
Ends, the corporal Preſence of Chriſt avails nothing, 
They being all ſufficjently apfwered by a myltical 
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| Preſeice!s Whilt heed then of ſo mich”Straining? 


. Work; She wakes tl em hope; that by pling, th o 
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and ſo many Abſurdities, to interpret our Saviour's 


Words in the literal Senſe, when the Meaning is ſo 
much ctearer and more natural, being taken in the 
Figurative, and ſo much more correſpondent with 
other Parts of Scripture, where the like Figures 
dre-uſed:? But the Church of Rome;/ingthoſe dark 
Agts of Ignorance, and growth of Saperſtition, 
blundered once into this monſtrous! Error, and now 
mne is bound in Honour to maintain itz for havin 

aſfuined to her ſelf the Title of Infallible, ſhe mu 

by do Imeans own ſhe has been miſtaken, but is 
bound to vphold, and ſtand to all the falſe Doctrines 


that ever ſhe has at any time broach'd ; and let her 


be never ſo weary of them, ſhe mbſt bear them a- 
bout, till at laſt ſhe finks under the Load. | 

A rin, —— — of their I Doctrines, is 
Purentory. that of Purgatory; by which ſhe has 
e traced a 4 Way to Heaven, not 
marked"in Scripture,” framing à Fable of a Place; 
where Souls are cleanſed after Death from the 
Stains aud Imperfections of this Life. And the Im- 
perfe&ions of their Faith and Repentance are there 
ſupplied by their own Suffer ings; and what the 
Blood of Chriſt did not comploatly eſſect, is there 


. wronght out for them by the Torments they are to 


undergo in this Purgatory; and by that means, they 
have found a way to reconcile a wicked Life with 
the hopes of Heaven. / Wb tr Sx) 
They ſuppoſe a great many die, that are nei- 
ther good enough for Heaven, nor yet bad enough 
to go to Hell, and ſo the Church of Rome has pro- 
vided this middle Place for them; and inſtead of ma- 


king them know, 4 the Tree falleth, ſo it lyeth; and 


that there is no Device, nor Invention, in the Grave 


wphitber they go; ànd that 1. they - ſhould 


give all Diligence to male their C and Elettion 
fure 5 and Work while they have the Day, before the 
Night of Death overtake them, in which e Man can 
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fo as by Fire. By Paying the laſt Mite, they will 


"this . Purgator they cannot rn were at 1 * 
ad very eahe it is to get there, and avoid going 
7 Hel, Er the leaft Werse of Sorrow for Sig 
will prevent that. A Sort of Repentance, which 
they call Atrition; for they have invented two 
Kinds; the firſt, Contririon is à hearty Sorrow and 
Remorſe for Sin, which is joined with a Love of 
God, e ; [= the Conſcience, from 
the Setife of Ingratitide towards Him, as well as 
for the Demerit of Puniſhment ; a Heart thus hum- 
bled and broken, has that fort of Repentance (and 
which is indeed the only true and effectual) which 
they diſtinguiſh by the Name of Contrition. 
And the Second, the other Sort, which they name 
Arrrirton, is nothing but a dread of Hell, and an aver- 
fation to the Puniſhment, of Sin, but nor to the 
Sin it ſelf; but this Artrition, joined with Confeſ- 
ſion to the Pie, and his Abſolution, is eſteemed as 
Contrition,' ge available with God for Par- 
don, chat is, for this Purgatory Puniſhment, to 
which this . them ad miſſion, and there they 
are fure to be thronghly purified, and made fit for 
Heuven; and are ſure of a ſafe Paſſport to it, when 
they do but get once into Purgatory, they are out 

of the reach of Hell. . 
All their Warrant from Scripture, which they 
pretend for this Doctrine, is where our Saviour ſays, 
Matt. V. 25, 26. Luk. XII. 59. Arree with thine 
Aver ſary qaichiy, whilſt thou art in the Way, &c. leſt 
thou be caſt into Priſon, Verily, I ſay unto thee, thon | 
ſhalt by no mitans come out thence till thou haſt paid the 
laſt Mite. And 1 Cor. III. 15. He ſhall be ſaved, yet 


ſappoſe muſt be meant, ſatisfying the Remainder of 
God's Wrath by their Sufferings in Purgatory; for 
they © reckon the Death of Chriſt delivered. only 
from Eternal, but not this Temporary Puniſhment; 
that he paid but | of the Debt, and. left the o- 

ther to be ſatisfied by the Sinner himſelf. , An O- 
pinion very derogatory to the fulaeſs of the Satis- 
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ener en deen 
facklen tade by Chriſt, wh the. Apoltle ſays, Heb.. 
VII. 25; 1s able to ſave to the utmoſt thoſe wha tome un- 
to God by. him. 1102 A ; a ) 9g 
_ Neither can this by any, means be the Senſe of. 
that Text; for. no Sufferings that Man can undergo, 
are any way capable to paciſie the Wrath of God, 
or make ſatisfagtion to his. Juſtice; ſo that by Pay- 
ing the laſt Mite, muſt rather be meant the Re- 
maining for ever in Priſon, as never heing able to 
pay it, and for that Replay, may that Warning be - 
iven to agree with the Adverſary whilſt in the 
ay, to prevent being. caſt. into a Priſon, whence | 
there is never any coming out, We ſee the ſame 
Phraſe is uſed, 2 Sam. VI. 16. Michal had no Child 
ell the Day of her Death; and if ſhe had none till 
then, we may be ſure ſhe had none afterwards; and 
the Papiſts themſelves interpret the like Expreſſi- 
on in the ſame Manner, in another Place, as where 
it is ſaid Aatt. I. 25. of the Bleſſed Virgin, that 
7%)“ bien ber not til fhe bad brought forth ber. ff: 
born Son, viz. he never knew her at all. But then 
for this other Text, 1 Cor. III. 15. that they reckon 
is pal enough of their ſide, and lay great Streſs 
and Weight upon it, tho' unleſs they can prove it 
Hay and Stubble, to be want in a literal Senſe, 
ho. can they make it out that the Fire is not meant 
allegorically, as well as the other? The Gold and 
Silyer, Wood, Hay, and Stubble, and alſo the Fire, 
are they not all Metaphors, ſignifying what diffe- 
rent Superſtructures may be raiſed upon the ſure 
Foundations of the Chriſtian Faith. Some build 
upon it the pore Works of a Faith unfeigned, pre- 
cious as Gold tried in the Fire, and as Silver re- 
-.. find from Droſs, ſuch as will be able to abide the 
Pay of His Appearing, who ſhall fit- as a Refner's 
| Fire. And others may build upon the ſame ſacred 
and ſure Foundations, the unprofitable Works of 
Will-Worſhip and Superſtition, of no avail in 
God's Account, but which may be received of 
Him, with, a Who-has required this at your Hands? 
* . 1 8 7 | | And 
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And ſo their Works may ſuffer Loſs, and miſs of 
the Reward expected, tho they themſelves may be 


ſaved zand it nearly concerns the Papiſis to conſider 


whether this Text, of which they make ſo much 
Uſe, be not for a Warning to them; and whether a 
great deal of their Services, in which they place ſo 
much Perfection, be not of this Hay and Stubble, to 
be conſumed when the Day comes that ſhall be re- 
vealed hy Hirmmee. 260 W 
But further, this Doctrine of theirs 4 
of à Purgatory, ſuppoſing it were true - Indulgen- 
that there were ſuch à Place, how in- ces, 
conſiſtent. is it with their other Do- 
crine of Indulgences, which belong th.it; for if 
there be, as they fay, ſuch a Debt untaken away by 
the Blood of Chrift, and left chin upon the 
Sinner, to ſatisfie in his on Perſon, how can it 
then he taken away by any other? If the Blood of 
Chriſt d id not take away this Debt, if the Saviour of 
the World has left this Score unpaid, how can Maſ- 
ſes, Penances, Prayers for the Dead, and the Appli- 
cation of the Merits, of Saints by Indulgences, remove 
it, or free the miſerable Sinner before he has paid 
the laſt, Mite ? Therefore theſe TWO Nodrines, of 
Pupeny and. Indulgences, tho' made to belong to, 
and depend upon one another, do by no means. agree, 
but are manifeſtly contradictory and inconliſtent. 
Another of their invented Sacraments 
is that of Penance, to Countenance Penance. 
which, by ſeeming to have ſome colour 
from Scripture, they have in ſeveral! Places in the 
New-Teſtament tranſlated the Greet Word which 
ſignifies Repentance, Penance. So Matth. III. Do Pe- 
mance. and live. | : 25 
So ſubſtituting their Penances, which are an Exer- 
ciſe of bodily Service, corporal Mortificatioas, aud 
Pagan Auſterities, inſtead of real Repentance ad 
Renovation of Life, which is the thing that God re- 
quires, who has commended that we ſhould Rend our: 
Hearts, and not our nl at FL Wo Chet" theo 


| 4 18 by % 
hi rir 6 Would mortiſte the Deeds of the Bodly, and 
not by flaviſh and abject Penancrs abuſe the Body, 
inſtead of being renewel in the Spirit of the Mind. 
FVertream Ubttion is another of their 
Extream | Satraments, and this they pretend Was 
tion. inſtiruted by St. fumes, bete heiſuys, 
Chap. V. ver. 74. Ts thy Siel nung 
- you? let him ral 2 the Elders ef the Church, und tet 
them Pray over him, Anointing him with Oil in the Navi 
the Lerd. And this Ceremony they perform by 
Anointing the Bodies of dying Perſons, the Small of 
the Back, Arms, Hands, Noſes, & c. and that only, as 
near as they can, at the very laſt Extremity and 
The of Death; and for that Reaſon, they call ir 


e Extream Union; for this is done, not in order to 
eir Recovery, but to make their Death 'ſafe and 
appy, tho”, the Apoſtle ſpedks of the Uſe of it as 
a order to Recovery, ſaying, ver. 15. Anu the Pray 
er of Faith ſbalt ſave the Sick, and God fhall ruiſe him wp 7 
but this is" not fuiting with their purpoſe, they take 
no notice of ſt, bit make ' uſe of the Ceremony to 
quite different End. Now whatever the Uſe of 
his Oil was in thoſe Days, whether it were only a 
Ceremony accompanying that miraculous Gift of 
Healing in thoſe Apoſtolick Times: Or whether 
it might have a natural Uſe in thoſe hot Countries, 
as we find 2 Chron. XX VII. 15. that when Pet King 
of Iſrael had taken ſo many of the People of Judah 
Captive, and afterwards at the Word of the Prophet 
ſent them home, they Cloathed them, and Fed them, 
and they alſo uointed them; and Lal. X. 34. The good 
Samaritan taking Care of the wounded Man, powred 
Oil into his Wounds. And Mark VI. 13. That the 
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found to remait.in the Church; neither as has been 
|, do the Papifs pretend to uſe it to that End. 

. . Matrimony is another of their Sa- | 
| Graments;3 and yet tho' they hold it to Matrimo- 

be a Sacrament, they hold it not ne- y. 

ceſſary for all ʒ as if Sacraments, which 

are Seals of a. Covenant between God and Man, 
were not neceſſary to all who are capable of entring 
into that Covenant. 
- Eccleſiaſtich Orders, is with them 
= likewiſe a Secramenr, büt not neceſſary Orders. 
for all; and juſt tbus what they pleaſe; 5 
without any Proof or Warrant for it; but their 
bud Diſciples take all upon Truſt from their Wor 
and ſeek no further for better Authority. — 

-; Cinfirmation. is alſo reckoned by'thetn _ 

Saremeit, but without being able to Confirma- 

N any more Authority for it than ion. 
for the reſt of the Five, which they 
have added to; the Two inſtituted by Chriſt. They 
can produce no Rule given to practiſe it, or any fe- 

deral Rite belonging to it, as there is for Bapti/m and 

the Lord s- Supper. We find the _ laying'on of 
Hands on ſuch as were Baptized; and Praying, that 
they might receive the Holy Choſt, and according- 
ly that they did receive the Holy Ghoſt ; but tho 
exfraordinary Effects being ceaſed, there is no pre- 
tence for uſing that Ceremony now, any otherwiſe 
than as the Proteſtant Church uſes it, which is to 
have their Baptized Perſons, who have received that 

Sacrament in Infancy, when they come to Age, rati- 

fie and confirm it as their own Act and Deed, pre- 

ſeating themſelves ſolemnly in the Congregation for 

that end, before the Biſhop, who there prays fot! 

them, laying his Hand upon their Heads. | 
Another Article of the Roman Faith,, 5 

is the Worlbipiog of Imager, by which Lola 

ſhe hath'filled the Temple of God with f Image- 
Idols, and ſet up Idolatry, which God Worſhip: 
hatech. She pretends to no Authority +. be | 
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of Scripture for this; but only ſays, that Images ate 
uſeful for Teaching the Ignorant; and are the Books 
of the Unlearned, but will not own that ſhe Wor⸗ 
ſhips them, tho' tis an expreſs Article of their 
Crred. 8. irn ; $937 1514 . 


And under this Head likewiſe ma 
Iaolatry of properly be ranked the Idolatry of the 
the: Maſs.” ' Maſs, where the Conſectated Wafer, or 
„ © : 2 Hoſt, as they call it, is held up by” the. 
Prieſt to the View of the Congregation, who all fall 
d about with. 
great Pomp in their Streets in Proceſſion; where all 
that meet it kneel down and Are it, like the / 
ractites their Calves of Gold, Figores which they 
made to themſelves. I wiſh all Proteſtants would iſe- 


riouſly reflect upon an abominable Cuſtom of the Pa- 


piſts, relating to a frequent Uſe of the Maſs: This 
they have the inſolent Preſumption to dſſer rn Hondur 
of Saints ande Angels. Can Impirty it: ſelf gu farther 
than the Method they take, this prophanely to offer 
the Son of God in Hongur ofobis rtaturèe? What a 
Preference do they give to a Creatpre, and that once 
4 ſiaful one too, while they thus :pffęr the All-glori- 
dus Saviour a Victim, and deſtroy Chriſt Sacremen- 
tally, in Honour of a Saint“ What can be more 
derogatory to the Honour of out Bleſſed Saviour and 
his Sacrifice, than this horrid; vet conſtant Poctt ine 
and Practice of the Church of -Rame? May the PI- 
eus Reader's Thoughts dwell ſo lung on this Suh- 
ject, till the black Conſequences oft excite his juſt 
Indignation. * n 9 | h 5 — 
„ HhHeſides this of rage Worſhip,afiother 
Idolatry of Article of their Faiths the Idolatry 6f 
Ereature Creature Worſhip, and Tnvecation '© 


Interceſſors with Chriſt, exalting chem 
jato a Partnerſhip with the beloved Son of:Gbd, 
whoſe only Office it is to be a F | 
and Man, there being, as but one God, ſo but one 
Mediator; and for this they don't neither; no fe 
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chan for their Image Worſhip, pretend much Authority 


from Scripture,butonly that they think it to bea Part 


of the Communion of Saints; and that as we deſire our 
Friends on Earth to pray for us, ſo we ſhould deſire 
thoſe in Heaven to do the like; and that as in the 
Courts of Earthly Princes, we ſhould be glad to uſe 
the help of ſome Favourite Courtier to introduce us 
into the Preſence of the Prince, and to aſliſt us in 
preſenting our Petitions, and procuring. his Favour 
to us; ſo thinking God to be altogether ſuch a one as 
themſelves; and becauſe a finite mortal Creature 
cannot attend to many things at once, but muſt uſe 
the intermediate Offices of his Miniſters to convey 
to Him the Requeſts of others of his Subjects, all 
who cannot be perſonally. kaown to, nor heard by 
Him; therefore they conclude it to be the.ſame with 
the Infinite and Omniſcient God, who knoweth our 
Thoughts afar off, and from whom no Secrets are 
hid; who being a God abundant in Goodnefs and 
Mercy, has promiſed to his faithful People, that be- 
fore they can ſpeak, he will be ready to hear them; 
and who having declared himſelf to be a God Hear- 
ing Prayers, has required that therefore to Him al 
Fleſh ſhould come: And who between Himſelf and 
His Creatures bath appointed no other Mediator of 
Interceſſor, but his only Son, who having Redeemed 
us by his Blood, is for ever ſat down at the Right Hand of 
God, making Interceſſion for us: And yet notwithſtand- 
ing all this, do they boldly and impiouſly dare to 
addreſs their Devotions to Creatures, and ask of 
them all thoſe Things which are ſolely in the gift 
of Chrif the Mediator, as being the Purchaſe of 


his Blood, 


"The Bleſſed Virgin is above all other, 1188 
a chief Object of their Devotion. In all Prayers to 
their Worſhip, both Publick and Pri- the Virgin 
Late, they call her Queen ef Heaven, Mary. 
Lady of the World, the only Hope of Sin- | 


Pers, Queen of Angels, Patroneſs of Men, Agvocate for- 
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Sianers. They call her Aſother of Mercies, and de- 


"fire her, by the Power of a Mother, to command her 


Son. In ſome of their Prayers they deſire of God 
to bring them to Heaven by the Merits and Prayers 
of the perpetual Virgin Mary, and of all the Saints, 
and that they may enjoy perpetual Soundneſs 

of Body and Mind, by her glorious Interceſſion. In 
ſome other Prayers in the Romar Breviary, are theſe 
Words; Let every thing be excuſed which we bring unto 
God by thee;, and let us obtain whatever we ak with 
faithful Mind; accept that we offer, give that we act, Par- 
don whict we fear, becauſe thou art the only Hope of Sin- 
ners, and ſo they go on. We hope for the Pardon of our 
Offences by thee, and in thee is the moſt bleſſed Expect a- 
tion of our Reward. O Holy » ſucconr thoſe that are 
AMiſerable, uphold thoſe that are Faint-hearted, comfort 
thoſe that Weep, Pray for the People. In another Place 


the precious Croſs celebrated and adored throughout 
the World. By theſe high Strains, one would think 
they ought to have good Warrant for what they do, 
and that they had found the Scriptures deſcribing the 
leſſed Virgin in an equality with i Chriſt, and 
eclared to be no leſs a Saviour o e World. 


 Papift, that ſhould read the Bible, might expect to 


find it full of the mention of this Bleſſed Yirgin, and 
that Mary were as much ſpoken of in Scripture, as 
Jeſus z whereas, on the contrary, there is little ſaid 
of her, as if it were pnrpoſely deſigned to give them 
no colour for ſuch a Practice, and to leave them 
without excuſe. ein 1 
We do not find Chriſt any where in Scripture cal- 
ber the Son of Mary, nor that He atany time calls 

er Mother; and tho? we read He was ſubject to his 
Parents, as He was in all Things a perfe& Pattern of 
Righteouſneſs, yet the Anſwer He gives to the Bleſ- 


* fed Virgin, when ſhe ſpake to him at the Marriage 


at Cana, Joh. II. 4. Woman, what have Ito do with 


bee f mine "Hour is not yet come; ſhews her to have 
no Intereſt. ia_what concerned his Office, herein 
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nnn. 
He acted in all Things according to the eternal Pur - 


poſe of his Father's. Will, and ro-finiſh the Work 
aue him to do, as He ſays in another Place, 
where the Bleſr/Virgis fays 10 him, Zub, Ii, 48. 
48. San, why. is it that thou haſt thus dealt with us {tl by 


He's 


Father. aud I have: ſounht ther Sorroming; his Anſwer 


is, How is it that ye have ſought me? miſt ye not that I. 


miſt be aboue my Fathers Buſineſs ? And Luk. XI. 27, 
28. To the Woman who cried, Blaſſed is the Womb, 
that bare thee, ant the Paps which: thou haſt ſucked ; 
His anſwer was, Tea rather, hleſſed are they that hear 
the Word of God, and keep it. W hich ſhews that He 
allowed not any prerogative to the Relation in the 
Bleſh.; but that ſhe who had the Honour to be the 
Mother of his Humane Nature was bleſſed, not from 
that ſo much, as from Believing in his Divine Na- 
ture, and from Keeping his Words, as *tis ſaid ſhe 
did, Pondering them in her Heart, Luk. II. 19, 51. 
Nor does our Saviour own any Relation above that 
of a Diſciple, as where his Mother and Brethren 
did ſtand withouth deſiring to ſpeak with him, and 
the Jews ſay to him, Behold thy Mother and thy Bre- 


thren ſtand without, deſiring to ſpeal with these; His 


Anſwer ſeems to carry a Reproof on it, where He 
Tays, Who are my Mother and my Brethren? and-looking 


round about upon his Diſciples, He faith, Behold,my. Ado: | 


ther, and my Brethren. For whoſoever ſhall do the Wall of 
my Father, which is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother, 
and Siſter, and Mother, Matth. XII. 48, 49, &c. Mar, 
HI. 31, Cc. Luk. VIII. 19, 20, G c. l 
Of like Strain are alſo their 
Prayers to other Saints and Angels, by Prayers to 
whoſe Merits and Interceſſions they de- Saints. 
fire to be helped. On the Feſtival of 141 
St. Joſeph, the Husband of the Bleſſed Firgin, they 
have this Prayer: We pray Thee, O Lord, that we may 
be helped by the Merits of the Spouſe of thy Holy Mother, 


' that what our Weakneſs can't obtain, may be given unto 


us by bis Interceſſion, In ſome of their Prayers they 
- a$k of the Saints, and for the Merits of the Saints 
"PS, - | 3 i B 4 dn 4 41 A alone, 
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atone, thoſe Bleſſings and Graces which are only de- 
rived to Men, throꝰ Chriſt Feſus. In ſome they: join 
chriſt and the Saintstogether, ſo on St. Nicholas Day 
they ſay, O God; who haſt graced St. Nicholas the Biſbop 
with many miraculous Graces,we beſeech Thee that me may 
be delivered from Hell- Fire by big Merits and Prayerty 
thr? Chriſt our Bord. 

And ſo to Angels, they pray'S St Michael and, st. 
Gabriel, &c. Help us, Pray for us, &c. 

Thus bla ſphemouſſy they deren from the Ho- 
nour of our Saviour, and transfer his Office to others, 
making them joint Iaterceſſors, and Authors with 
Him of that Salvation purchaſed by Him, and con- 
fett'd upon the Account of none others Merit, nor 
any other Iaterceſſion, but his alone; what is all 
this, but ſo many manifeſt Tranſgreſſions of the Law 
of that God, who has thus awfully declared Himſelf, 
I an the Lord; that is my Name, mine Honour will I not. 
give to another, nor my Praiſe to graven Images; to 
which all this Idolatrous Service of Creature and I- 
mage Worſhip is directly oppoſedz being a ſharing) 
Goff 's Honour. with his Creatures; and giving bin 
Praiſe to Graven Images. . 

And as He has * pleaſed erery 
Blaſphe where throughout the Scripture to de- 


In mons * ſci ibe himſelf to be a Jealous God, and 


| der that of a Husband and a Wife, 'tis 

: 25 ceeaſie for every one to apprehend with; 

Chr ift. in what bounds the Duty of that Rela- 

tion is fenced, and that between a Hus- 

band = a Wite; no degree of that Love and Fi- 

delity, which they owe to each other, is to be ſhared 
in Partnerſhip with a Third. 

How then dares this Church of Rome 

Fealouſie after ſuch manner to provoke the Lord 

of God. to Jealouſie by the Multitude of her I- 

dols, when He hath ſo ſeverely forbid 

it, and vb a Compariſon, ſo natural and ſo eaſie to 


5 : ation fer forth his Relation to his Church un- 
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be undetſtood, has ſignified the nr of bis i 
Wrath and his Indignation againſt it. 

In many of thoſe Countries where 
this Spiritual Fornication is practiſed at S ritual . 
ſo great a Heighth, they well enough Fornicati- 
underſtand. what the Paſſion of jealou- on, 
ſie is. The Revenges they take fome-. oo 
time for breach of Wedlock, and the Cautions cy 
uſe to prevent Abuſes of that Kind. 
ſhew ſufficiently the Reſentments they Campers, 
have of it: And if a jealous Husband ſon of Jear 
can't bear that a Wife ſhould- ſo much - louſie. 
as ſee, or ſpeak to, or ſo much as look 
upon another Man, but keep them ſhut. up at home 
from all Converſe with any but of their own Sex: 
'Tis plainly ſeen what Apprehenſions they have of 
the Conjugal Duty, and how: entirely every Man 
would poſſeſs his Wife to himſelf. 

And how then are they ſo blinded, as not by a 
Parity of Reaſon to infer how inviolably pure the 
Church of Chriſt ought to preſerve her Doty to him 
her Lord, to whom ſhe is, as a chaſt Virgin, E- 
ſpouſe t. | 

Let a Spaniſh: or Halian Husband conſider how 
well De like it to have his Wife per petually 
ſeeking the Society of other Men, and never be wil- 
ling to he in his Company alone, but always deſi ring 
to have one or more ſtill with him, and then to 
give her Reaſons for it, that as they are his Friends, 
ſhe loves them for his ſake; and that their being 
preſent in the Company with him, inclines bim to 
be the more kind, and in better humour with 
ber; and that when 'he is out of Sight, the ſeeing 
: them, her Husband's Friends, or Brethren, puts her 
in Mind, and keeps up his Idea in her Remem- 
brance; and that ſhe aſſociates her ſelf with them 
with all ſorts of Familiarities, only from the abun- 
dance of her Reſpect to him, and to get them to 
do her good Offices, and ſollicit his Affections ta 
her. Mela any Husband in the World be 288 
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ed -with 'thefe Excuſes? And yet 'is. not this the 
very Caſe of the Church of Rome in her Worſhip of 
Suppre And of this they feem to be conſci- 
the Second 3 Pary to — by — 7 2 | 
pre as much as they can, the 
Command- cond of the Ten Command ments. In 
mew. many of their little Catechiſms and 
Manuals, they leave it quite out, and in others 
they contract it; and pretending it to be not a di- 
Kia& Commandment, but only a Part of the Firſt, 
don't ſet it at full length, nor give any Explana- 
tion of it as diſtinct by it ſelf ; nor make it to ſig- 
niße any more than what is comprehended in the 
Firſt, Fhox ſhalt have none other Gods but me. So that 
while they believe but one God, and uſe Images on- 
ly as helps in their Devotion to Him, if they do 
not take thoſe Images to be every one a God it ſelf, 
they are in no danger of Idolatry in Worſhipping 
them; for the Worſhip which they dire& to God by 
an Image, has God alone for its ultimate Object, a 
terminates upon Him. 2 
56 But of this, the Buſineſs of the Golden Calf 
Jaolatry of in the Wilderneſs, is a ſufficient Confuta- 
the Golden tion, for it is plain, that. Aaron and the ,. 
Calf. raelites did not pretend by that to wor- 
| ſhip any other God, but the ſame one 
only true God, the Lord Jebovæh, who had brought 
, hem out of the Land of Egypt; and that in the Ab- 
ſence of Moſes, while he tarried in the Mount, they 
would have ſome Symbolical Repreſentation of the 
Divine Preſence to he a Help to their Devotion, 
and by ſome viſible Object to direct their Adorations 
o'the ſupream God, upon whom alone they ſhould 
- Ultimately terminate. 
And that this was the Caſe, is plain enough to a- 
ny, who ſhall bat conſult the Hiſtory of it in the 
XXXII Chapter of Exodus, and afterwards in the 
Hiftory of Jeroboam, and his Succeſfors the Kings of 
LINE ot JE” f bp 5 Hrael, 
1 76 : 5 Mx oh FS : 
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ral, where they'll fee that that Idolatry of the 
Ives, was not a Worſhip of any other God, but 


only the God of Iſrael, and was a diſtinct Thing from 


the Worſhip of Baal, and ather Abominations of the 
«then: and one would think, to conſult one's Reaſon, 
hat the Lawgiver himſelf ſhould beſt underſtand his 
own Commands, and be able to give the beſt Ex- 
planation of them; and if he has ſignified his Mean- 
ing to be, that He will have no Images at all to be 
uſed in this Service, nor no ſimilitude to be made 
of his Reſemblauce; It were but reaſonable to be- 
lieve Him, and to take his Word, that He will be 
offended, and be avenged of all ſuch, as ſhall thus 
provoke him to Jealouſie, for daring to pollute his 
Service with Idols, upon any ſpecious Pretences 
or ſnews of Piety whatſoever, in Oppoſition to 
his ſo ſtrict Commands, and fuch ſevere denunci- 
ations and Examples of his Wrath againſt it, 
Another Corruption in theirWorſhip, 
is that of vain Repetitions, repeating Ave Mary. 
over and over the ſame Prayers, num 


| berleſs many times; inſomuch, that they are 


forced to have a String of Beads, by which to keep 
account, that they may know when they have 


done. The Salutation of the Angel to the Bleſſed 


Firgin, and of her Couſen Elizabeth to her, is by 
them uſed as a Prayer to her, and ſo tobe ſaid Ten 

times following, and then the Lord's-Prayer, or 
Pater noſter; and then again the Aue Mary, and then 
the Pater noſter, and this round again, and again, 
according to the length of their String, which: uſu- 
ally is Five, or elſe Ten Pater noſtert, and according- 
ly Fifty, or one Hundred Aue Maries. And this Tay+ 

ing their Beads is a conſtant, or rather, chief Part 

of their private Devotions, and as it happens that 

their Rules direct, or as they find themſelves diſ- 

pos'd, fo their Beads are ſaid fo many and ſo many 
times. And ſa likewiſe in ſome of their Books of 
Devotion ;as in one they call The Jeſus P/alter,there the 
Name of Feſus is repeated, Jeſu, Feſu, Jeſu, Thir- 
ty times together.” And whethep-this can be any 
f a” * ” "4 aw 1 
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| thing wore than à Lip-labour, let any Man's Rea» 
fon be judge. 1 
Beſides that, it is contrary to the Uſe of Prayer, 
which as St. Paul directs, is with Prayer and Suppli- 
cation, with Thankſgiving, to make our Requeſts known 
#0 Cod; and according to the Examples of Holy 
Men in Scripture to make uſe of Words properly 
ſetting forth Petitions according to the ftveral 
Needs we have of his Mercy. | 
| C And of a Piece with this, is their La- 
Latin tin Service, and performing the Pub- 
Prayers, lick Worſhip of God in an unknown 
'. ©. + », Tongue, contrary to the Rule given 
by the Apoſtle, that af Things ſhould be done to Edi- 
fying, 1 Cor. XIV. 26. | 
| 15 Another of their Corruptions, is that 
Ceremo- Number of Kite: and Ceremonies, 
Pies. + © wherewith they have loaded the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and clogged the Chriſti- 
an Church with Forms, and Ritual Obſervations, 
no leſs dangerous than thofe of the Fewifh, and 
have made the Chriſtian Religion-to be no long- 
er a reaſogable Service, but a Body of carnal Or- 
dinances, and an Exerciſe. of external Perform- 
ances, bringing the Chriſtian Diſciples back again 
to the Non-age of the Jews, on whom theſe car- 
nal Ordinances of typical Ceremonies were only 
impoſed till the Time of Reformation. The Law 
af Moſes being but a School- Maſter, Gal. III. 24. 
to bring Men to Chriſt. The Blood of Bulls and 
Goats, and the Aſhes of an Heifer, the Meats, 
and Drinks, and divers Waſhings, Heb. IX. &c. be- 
ing of no other Uſe, nor iaſtiruted to any other 
End, but only to ſignifie the great Sacrifice of 
Atonement to be made by the Death of Chriſt, 
thro' whom, by the Eternal Spirit, the Conſcien- 
ces of them that believe in Him, ſhould be purged 
from dead Works, to ſerve the livin; God, Heb. 
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Tube forbidding to Mar 
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ry,and cn 
manding to abſtain from Meats, is an- Celeba , 
other great .abuſe, and directiy con- and ' ab- 

trary to . Scripture, wherein we are faining... 
told, that the Kingdom. of. God is not Fand Tur 
Meat. and Drink, 1 Cor. VIII. 8. and thalt/ | 
Meats commend us not to God, neither 


is it that which goeth. into the Mouth defileth the 
Man. And this Commandment to abſtain. from 
Meats, together with the forbidding to Marry, 
tho“ the Popiſt, value themſelves fo much upon 
it, and place ſo great PerfeQion in it, is made 
4 Charader of the Apoſtacy of the latter Times; 
aud plain it is, that che Law of God lays. no 
ſuch 'xeſtraiyt upon Nen, neither as to onè, nor 


3 


the other. r e dh 
And as to the forbearing to Marry, tho“ the Scri- 
ture has ſpoken of ſome, who have made them- 

Aves Eunuchs. for the. dear of \ Heavens ſake ;, 
yet. is it in the ſame Place a The all. Men can» 
not receive this Gh ave thoſe to whom it is gi- 
ven; tho”. the Church of Rome has thought fit: to 
lay this reſtraint indifferently upon all the whole 
Order of thoſe Men who are to Miniſter about 
Holy Things, who are obliged to Vow a ſingle 
Life, howeyer unable they may be to keep it; and 
none are admitted to ſerve at their Altars, mor 
are ſuppoſed to attain to the Perfection of the 
Chriſtian Life, neither Men nor Women, but ſuch: 
as are devoted to perpetual Yirginity. Notwith- 
ſtanding that we are told in Scripture, That Mar- 
riage is honourable in all, and the Bed ende filed. And 
that we find it recorded of Enoch, Gen. V. 22. 
that he walked with God, and begat Sons and Daugh= 
rers. And under the Jewiſh Law, where ſo much 
regard was had to externalPurifications,yet theirMar- 
riage was made neceſſary to preſerve. the Succeſ- 
fiog of the ſacred Office of the High Prieſthood 
in, the Houſe of Aaron, by a Lineal Deſcent. Why 
then may not Wedlock ſtill be accounted a S0 
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acce $ Pl a rs in the 
Nee went, 12 5 St. Peter Fs #4 Martied 
Man; aud St. Paz,” giving Directions about 
the Wives aud Chüdren 9 f ofthe lergy, ſhews theſe 
— of Celibacy not to en in Uſe in thoſe 
And "tis very gow e that any Authority 
Boll te retended to introduce them face. For 
what Sk. Paut fays concerning a ſingle State, i Cor, 
VII. he fpeaks of it as good 9 the preſent” Difreſs 
and not to caſt 4 Stars upon any 40 and muck 
leſs upon a whole Order o Men” -aot that thoſe 
who were Married in thofe Times of Trouble an 
 Perſecntion, ſboald Dave trouble in the Fleſb. And u 
on the whole, he adviſes, rhat they that have Wi ves, 
ſhould be as tho they had nane; and they that Weep, 
as tho” they wepe not; and they that rejoice, as thou 
they rejoiced' not; and 2 85 that Buy, 4: tho” they 
poſſeſſed” hot; and they thar Uſe this World as net 4- 
2257 it becauſe the Fafnion 15 this World paſſeth a+ 

>. which is the Reafon why we ſhould uſe all 
the Things of this World with indiffcrency and 
not let our Hearts cleave to any thing hers be: 
low, but ſet our affeftions on Heaven. 

Neither is there any where to be found throu gh= 
out the whole Scripture any thing, that ſhews the 
Perfection of Religion and Virtue, to conſiſt in ſuch 

or ſich a State of Life, or in Eating, or forbear- 
ing this or that ſort of Meat; but that every Man 
in chat Caling wherein be is called, thergin he ſhould 
abide- with God. He that is called in the lh beim 
4 Servant, is the Lord's Freeman; And be that is 
called being Free, is Chriſt's Servant; for in Chriſt 
Jeſus, neither Circamciſion, nor Uncircumciſion. is an 
| but a nem Creature, 1 Cor. VII. 22. Neither 


'we Ext are we the tter, nor if we Eat not are 
we the worſe; bat whether we Eat or Drink, we ſhould 
de all to the Glory of God, Gal. VI. 15. Nor is 
Faſt ing or Eating, Marrying or not 0 


better or worſe in its ſelf, but as it 
1 10 «x 1 


2 | a 
£1 2 
” * 
| - * k Y 
3 N f — W, P 4 
. 7 
o = 
: « : 


N.. 


* 


wb 
# # w 
va. 
- 


r Q Ty 


or leſs to fit us fo 


Perfection in ſuch Things as cannot be common to 
all Orders aud Degrees of Men and Women in the 
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are people, that can do more than work gat˙H n. 


Newards of Eternal L 
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the. Service of God, and to 
do Him and bis Religion Honour in the World; 
Beſides, that to make their Faſtings only to con- 
ſiſt in a Change of Meats, is but a Mockery, and 
does but give a Latitude to thoſe who have a Mind 
to be Luxurious, to pamper themſelves at theſame 
time that they pretend co Faſt. There is there- 
fore no N in, this fo boaſted Practice of the 
Roman. Church; and for People to tie themſelves 
up with Vows, to things which God has not com- 
manded, and which, they have for that Reaſon no 
ground to expect He ſhould give them Strength 
to perform, but to give Satan an advantage over 
them ; and to ſhut up ſo many in Cells, and Cloi - 
ſters, is but to deprive the World of thoſe, who 
might; in an active Life, have been uſeful to it, 
to ſerye their Generation after the Will of God, 
and to place the heighth of Piety and Chriſtian 


World, as is not conſiſtent, with every State, nor 
can be practiſed by every one, in every Rank, is ve- 
ry diſagreeable with thoſe Commands of Chriſt, who 
has in general required of all his Followers, to be 
perſect as their Father which is in Heaven is perfect; 
and who has made no ſuch diſtinction, but that in all 
Varieties of Station and Condition it may be attain - 
ed, by having a regard to keeping the Command- 
ments of God, and in whatſoeyer they do, doing it 
heartily as to the Lord, and not to Men. 
But it is another of their falſe Doc- 

trines, that of Merits and Works of Su- Iſerits and 
pererrogation, that upholds this corrupt 147), 4. of 
and laviſh Practice: For theſe Celi- 8 

bate Fraternities and Virgin Votaries eee 


out their own Salvation, they have a Re- : 
dundancy of Merits from theſe good Works of 
theirs, Ibich they aſſign over to be paid in the 
ife to thoſe others, who live 
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ing td che World, ate not id 4 Capacity tb labor 
themſtives, and the _Juſt God, who, the Scripture 
tells us, is Debtor to no Man, is to pay this Debt 
to homſoever the 1 leaſe” do draw a 
Biſt to receive it, by alfociating them into the Me- 
rits of theſe Soxieties. nt 4 17 SER 20 * 07 
Doftrin For all this is both abſurd and im- 
We pious, and directly contrary to Seri- 
of Mert *profe, and ko the great Baſts ang fun- 
contrary 19 damental Phifts of rhe Chriſtian Fuith; 
Scripturt:* that the Salvation of Sinners is the 
eee God, and the Pürchaſe of 
the Blood of Feſuz Chriſt, and that our Goodueſs 
extendeth not to Him, but when we have done all, 
we mult ſay, we are bur im profitable Servants, aud have 
done no more than wal ou Dity to” do; and muſt coumt 
all thingt but loſs, that "ut may win Chriſt,” and bd 
found in Him, not having on aur own Right edvlſneſs. 
but ther which i through the Fuith of Chriſt, and the 
Rig hteouſnefs which is of God by Faith. '* © e Ul 
b OO 115 upon 1 of = 
its and and Supererrogation, all their ſevera 
eee e Orders are Founded ; the 
_ Rules of St. Dominick; St. Beneliſt, St. 
& 1 Bruno, St. Tenatius, St. Francis, Sancta 
foun ation Clara, &c. which are all in order to 
of Relig i- increaſe the Treaſury of Merits-in the 
ons Orders. Church, and to ſave their own Souls, 
we and the Souls alſo of many others, 
and to purchaſe beſides their own ſhare, the Title 
to an Heavenly Inheritance for thoſe Seculars and 
Sinners who live at large in the World, without 
having leiſure for thoſe ſublime Exerciſes in which 
they are employec. | | 
There is the Order of Carthuſian 
. Carthuſian Monks, inſtituted by St. Bruno, who 
Monks. .. never go out of their Cloiſter, but hve 
| there every one in ſeparate Cells, in 
d ſilence, n2ver meeting in Society, nor 


ſolitude, an 


peak to any but twice a Week, upon Sundays and 
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Thurſdays, and the reſt of their Time, beſide what 


their Devotion takes up, they: paſs as they can, by 
Working with their Hands (when they may not 


uſe their Tongues) in little Mechanick Trades, 


weaving Tapes, making Baskets, Turning, Carving 
little Inſtruments of Wood, or labouring in their 
Gardens, of which every one has a. little Plot to 
himſelf; and ſome perhaps may ſtupifie and doze 
themſelves with the help of ſome good ſtrong Wine, 
of which they have every one an allowed Meaſure 
every Day,by means of which they may make a ſhiftto 
ſleep away ſome of their weary Time. 

And the poor Nuns, they work with of. 
their Needles, making pretty Toys Nuns tri- 
and Trifles with Sit, Strams, and Fra- fling Em- 
thers, Pin- cuſhions, Purſes, Noſegays, ployments. 
Boxes, Pictures, and other ſuch like : 
worthy  Eatertainers of their Time, to the Honour 


of God, the Advancing their on aad other Peo- 


ples Salvation. In this Confinement of theirs with- 


ia their conſecrated Priſons, where they are im- 
mur'd for their whole Lives, and may be condemn= 
ed by the Superſtition;or Severity of their Parents, 
to paſs their Days; and lead a tediovs, irkſome Lite, 
from the prime of Youth, to the extreameſt old Age; 
and this is called forſaking the World, and by a pe- 


culiar eminency, thoſe People alone are ſtyled Reli- 
- gious, and ſo titled, in Diſtiuction from the reſt of 


Mankiad, who, as living in the World, and em- 


ployed in the Afiirs of ir, are not ſo capable, as 


theſe Recluſe, of perſecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
Cod; but muſt he helped by à Participation into 
the Merits of theſe Societies, to the Rewards of E- 
ternal Life. Now what wrong Notioas muſt theſe 


things give People, and how miſguided are they, 


who-are thus taught, and know no better what is the 
Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs. 
And what theſe good Works are, in which ſa much 


Merit is placed, and by which Heaven is bonghtand 


ſold, may be learned both from the preſent pra- 
A | I 
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Rice of their Religious Orders, and from the Lives 
of their Saints in their Legends, thoſe lying Libels 
againſt the Honour of Chriſt's Doctrine, which are 
not only ſcandalous to Chriftianity, but even to 
cam mon Reaſon it ſelf, repreſenting fach for Saints, 
who ſeem to have no Degrees of common Senſe; 
and if it were true that they had done all that thoſe 
ſilly Legend Writers had deviſed to tell of them,they 
had been fitter to be ſhut up in Bedlams and Chari- 


ty-Houſes, (from being expoſed as Fools and Mad- | 
Men, ) than to be ſet forth to the World as Exam- 


- 


ples of Believers. | 
Of Saint Katherine of Sienna, they 

St. Kathe- tell ns an Example of early Piety, that 
rine. in her Childhood, as often as ſhe went 
. | up Stairs, ſhe always kneeled down, 
and ſaid an Ave Mary upon every Stair : That ſhe 
went into the Wilderneſs with ſome other little 
Girls that ſhe took with her, and there dwelt, and 
form'd a fort of Monaſtry, and'taught them to 
ſay their Ave Mary's, &c. Thar our Saviour taught 
her to Read; that He came frequently to ſee her at 
her Father's Houſe; and walking about the Chamber 
with her, they uſed to ſay over St. Bonaventure's 

Pfalter together. | 
That our Saviour would come to her ſometimes 
by himſelf, and ſometimes accompanied with St. 
John and St. James, and ſometimes with the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and that ſhe once brought a Ring, and ſaid to 
our Saviour, Come, Son, I would have you Married 
to this Virgin, and the Marriage was accordiagly 
performed : And that before this, ſometimes in her 
Journey to the Wilderneſs, ſhe had ſeen Heaven o- 
pened, and a Bride-Chamber prepared for her there. 
That in her Father and Mother's Houſe ſhe ſerved 
in the Kitchin, and did all the ſcullery Work; but 
was conſtant in her Devotions all the while; and 
often in her Extaſie and Raptures, ſhe has been 
drawn up to the Roof of the Kitchin, and there 
hung for a great while together. That ſhe was mag? 4 
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a hard Board, with ſome Pieces of Brick-bats upoa it, 
to make her Lodging the more uneaſie; wore a great 
Iron Chain ſo hard girt about her, that it eat into 
her Fleſh, and made Sores, That ſhe whipt her ſelf 
three times a Day, and mixed Colloquintida with all 
the Food that ſne eat. And that among ſome Mi- 
racles wrought in favour of this eminent Saint, one 
very conſiderable one was, That in bringing home a 


Basket of Eggs, once ſhe happened to fall down up- 
on her Basket, and yet not one Egg was broke; and 


culous Providence, her ſilver Thimble, w hich hap- 
pen'd to be in the Basket, amongſt the Egps was cruſh- 
ed all to pieces, though not one Shell of an Egg 
crackt, | 

Of St. Francis, D' Aſſiſi, his Hiſtorian, tells us, 
that he ſtripp'd himſelf ſtark naked, but whether for 
Humility, "Zeal, or Devotion, he does not tell, and 
*tis hard to gueſs; but ſo he went a- 
bout the Streets; and once, when his $f. Fran- 
Father before the Biſhop would have cis. 
diſſuaded him from being Religious, l 
he there, in Preſence of the Biſhop, pulled off all his 


' Cloaths, Shirt and all, and threw them after his Fa- 


to ſhew that this was by the ſpecial Care of a mira- 


ther; and after this, his making his Wife and 


Daughters of Snow, are Examples no leſs edifying. 
St. Nicholas was another Example 


of Piety from his Infancy, when he St. Nicho- 


would not ſuck his Nurſe on Wedneſdays las. 
and Fridays but once a Day. | 

St. Wereburga, ber Heroick Piety was exerciſed up- 
on a Flock of wild Geeſe, who devoured her Corn, to 
whom ſhe ſent her Command by her Steward, which 
they obey'd, and followed him to a 


Houſe, where he had Orders to ſhut St. Were- 
them up till the next Day, when the burga. 2 


Saint came to them her ſelf, and chid 


them, and commanded them to be gone, and return 


no more in her Territories; but firſt they hovered 


3 


, PO 
* f "MN * 


A 


over 4 


\ 
* 


X 2: | 
vw 


(35) 
over her Head, making}a clamorous Noiſe, the. Cauſe 
of which ſhe by Inſpiration underſtood to be for 
one of their Companions that had been ſtolen by a 
Servant of hers, and cauſed ſearch to he made for 
the Offender,” who was forced to produce the ſto- 
len Gooſe, which ſhe returned to the Flock, who 
thereupon went off, and never returned again. _ 
A St. Genulph chid a Fox that had ſtolen 
St. Ge- his Hen, _ cauſed him to fall down 
; dead, as he was running away by a 
* n Door of the Church. 5 Bk 
But St. Hieran had more Chriſtian Tendernefs to 
a Fox, that had ſtolen his Shoes; whom by his god- 
ly Arguments he convinced of his fault, 
St. Hie- and melted him into a Repentance, ſo 
ran. that the poor Fox begg'd his pardon, 
and did Penance for it by Faſt ing, an 
would eat nothing till the holy Man bid him. 
But perhaps ſome of theſe may be look'd upon as 
Saints of an old Edition, and now out of Date, not 
worthy to be mentioned; but tho? we ſhould grant 
that, we can ſhew them as good of a latter ſtamp, 
and whoſe Romances have been written ſince the Re- 
formation, and within this Hundred Years; as of St. 
Roſe, who made a Treaty with the Flies that in- 
tected her Cell, and were very troubleſome to her, 
that ſhe would give them leave in the 
St. Roſe. Heat of the Weather to ſhelter them- 
| ſelves under the Roof of her little Hut, 
and that they ſhould not wound her with their 
ſtings, nor ſhould her Hands kill them, but they would 
live in Amity together; which accordingly, no doubt, 
they did: And ſhe, like Katherine too, wore a hea- 
vy Chain, diſciplin'd her ſelf, lay upon Boards and 
Brick: bats, wore a Crown of Nails upon her Head, 
where it tore the Skin, and made Wounds, and ſhe 
rub'd her Face over with an Indian Powder, aud 
made it all full of ugly ſores, to deſtroy her Beauty; 
and ſhe burnt the Sotes of her Feet at the Mouth 
of a Red-hot Oven until they were covered with 
| r 9. Ulcersz 
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Vicers ; and many other ſuch like were the Exeri- 
ſes of her Saintſhip; and in Reward of all this, (as, 
one may ſuppoſe) ſhe had the Honour of being mary, 
ried to our Saviour, and had frequent Viſits fram 
him, and he often played at Cards with her, to di- 
vert her when ſhe was ill with a great Pain in her 
Throat. 1 a7 
Tbus fooliſhly do thoſe impious Writers repre- 
ſent the Holy One of God in theſe their idle Tales, 
drawing an Image of Him in the meaneſt Actions 
like unto corruptible Man. | 42 
Mary Magdalen de Pax xi, Maria d' Agrida, and ma- 
ny other Saints, both He's and She's, had all Ad-, 
ventures much of the ſame Kind, alike true, alike, 
credible, and all equally tending to Chriſtian Per- 
fection. And innumerable are the Collections that, 
might be made of ſuch ſort of ſtuff: And becauſe the 
poor Monks, and others of theſe - Legend Writers, 
had but very dull and barren Fancies, .there is not 
much of variety to be found: amongſt them, bur, all 
run much upon the ſame ſtrain of Scourgings and 
Cruelties, and tearing themſelves, like the Demo- 
niack among the Tombs, and ſuch like Actions of 
Folly and Madneſs, diſcourſing with brate Beaſts, 
Birds, and Inſeqs, and of Charities to the Poor in 
licking their Sores, which had been fitter for the 
Dogs to do, and drinking the Corruption that came 
out of them; of which St. Francis, to his own ſhare, 
drank at once a whole Pint, (tis enough to turn 
the Stomach of the Reader ;) but it is certainly ſo, 
that theſe things they do write, and relate of their 


Saints, and do make it paſs for Truth ; and reaſon 


good the Church of Rome has to keep the Bible out 
of ſuch Hands, as muſt read this for Goſpel, and 
take ſuch Examples as theſe for Imitations of Chri/, 
The Bleſſed Virgin, Mother of our Lord, ſhe has 
a Legend to her ſelf, and well ſhe deſerves it, there 
being enough of her Hiſtory alone to fill a Volume. 
They give us a long Account of her, both from be- 
fore ker Birth, till after her Death; aud abundance 
| CC of 
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of particulars concerning her Life, of which the 
Scripture makes no mention. Of her Death, and 
Aſſumption into Heaven, they have a moſt rare Fa- 
ble, with abundance of Circumſtances all of their 
own deviſing ; for the Scripture tells us very lit- 
tle concerning that bleſſed Woman; and all that is 
ſpoken of her throughout the whole Goſpel, by'all 
the Four Evangeliſts, is only in Things relating to 
our Saviour, and to give us his Hiſtory, not hers; 
ſo that after our Saviour's Crucifixion, when he re- ' 
commended her to the Care of his beloved Diſciple | 
St. Fobn, who from that time took her to his own home, 
we nevet hear more of her but only once, Act, I. 14. 
where ſhe is named, as being in Company with the 
other Diſciples; which is the laſt Place where we 
ſhall find her to be ſpoken of in any Writings of 
the Apoſtles. | 

But the legend Writers have, it ſeems, had a Reve- 
lation, (of which, in the Second Century, when thoſe. 
Tares began to ſpring up, there was great Plenty,) 
and they know every particular, how long ſhe lived, 
though in that they are not ſo well agreed; but of 
the manner of her Death, and of her Funeral, they 
tel] us this pretty Tale. How that weary of liv- 
jog, ſhe deſired her Son to take her out of the 
World, who accordingly ſent an Angel to aſſure 
her it ſhonld be as ſhe defired; and by this Angel 
was ſeat the Branch of a Palm- Tree t be laid on the 
Bier at her Funeral, and a Suit of Mourning Cloaths 
which ſne was to put on to die in, and «Th this, 
ſome holy Women who uſed to viſit her were called 
WW together, and acquainted with her approaching 
= Death: St. John, who was then Preaching at Ephe- 
in the midſt of his Sermon, heard a Clap of 
Thunder, and a bright Cloud taking him up, brought 
him to the Door of the Bleſſed Virgin, and the reſt 
of the Apoſtles were afterwards brought in the 
ſame manner through the Air, and they all wept- 
ſore, and Adored the hol) Virgin, who was now pre- 
| pariog her ſelf to die z ang about the third Hour, 
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our Saviour Chriſt, with the Nine Orders of Angels, 
and the Aſſembly of the Patriarchs, Prophets, Mar- 
tyrs, Confeſſors, &c. came, and ſtood round his 
Mother's Bed, and fung a melod ious Sang, which be- 
gan thus: Come, mine Elelt aud il will ſer thee upon my 
Throne, &c. ws ner ye Virgin anfwered, I come 3 
in 'the' beguming of thy Book it i written of me; 
th I ſpould 5 wa" O God ; and after that, her 
dead Body ſpake, and ſaid, I thank Thee, O Lord; 
that I am thy Glory; remember mr becauſe 1 am thy 
#orkrlanſhip; and have kept that which thou baſt mernſt= 
ell with me: And after this, her Body became 6 
bright and luminous, that the Virgins who waſhed 
it, were not able to look upon it. Then ſhe Was 
carried by St. Petes and St. Paul to her Bury ing, and 
St. John carried the Palm- branch, and other Apoſtles 
followed: Our Saviour in the Clouds attended 
the Funeral, and ſung Obirs in Honour of the Vir- 
Sin, and the Air was per fumed with; Odours. Fe 
Fews ſtop'd the Corps, and the High-Prieft laid bis 
Hands upon the Bier, and both his Arms withered 
and fell off, and the reſt of the Troop were ſtruck 
with bliadneſs, but reſtored again by St. Peter; ad the 
Body after this is interr'd in the Valley of Feboſe- 
hat, and the Attendants that carried it, remain by 
t three Days, which they ſpend in Prayer, at the 
End of which our Szwiour defcends again with 
Voices of Angels ſinging, and Odours perfuming 
the Place, and ſpeaking to the Apoſtles, ſays, Peace 
be unto you, what kind of Honour and Glory think you I 
owe tomy Mother ? To which they reply, It ſeems 
Juſt, O Lord, to us thy Servants, that as after having 
conquered Death, thou reigneſt ſor ever and ever; in like 
manner, that thou raiſe the Body of thy Mother, and 
cauſe it to fit down at thy Right Hand for ever and ever. 
And after more of this kind of Dialogue, they tell 
you that her Soul and Body were rennited, aſcend- 
ed up to Heaven, and is there ſeated next to the 
Throne of the Holy Trinity, receiving there the 
Homage of all the Elect, &. e 
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And this 


mort, is the ſubſtance of that blaſphe - 
which is the ſubject of much of their 
Devotion: And next to this, the Story of her. 
Houſe, which has been carried abont by Angels, is a 
famous one. This Houſe made many Journeys; for- 
merly, be fore it came to Loretta; but of late Years, 
ſince the Time of the Reformation, has thought fit to 
ſtay in a Place, and will hardly ever make ano» 
| of Hereticks, 
ſince the Days of Luther and Calvin, tis not ſo ſafe 
Travelling; but there, at Loretta, Where this Houſe 
has took up its abode for about this Two Hugs 
dred Vears, great Adoratiops care made to the 
Bleſſed Virgib, and ber Image, and wonderful Mi- 
racles have been wrought both there and in other 
Places, and marvellous: Works performed by her 
Image, as well as by her ſelf. When ſhe is pleaſed, 
in Favcur of ſome of her Suitors, to deſcend from 
Heaven to Earth, then often ſhe appears a great 
dealer in amorous Intrigues: One, Young) Man 
burning in ardent Love for her, and deſiring to ſee her, 
obtained his Requeſt, but not Withont the. hard 
Condition of laſiug one of his Eyes, as the Price 
of ſo great a Vavour, to which ſhe, willingly con- 
ſented; and having ſeen her, found her ſo Charming 
and was ſo much further enamoured with her Beau- 
ty, that he deſired to ſee her a ſecond time; and 
being required to loſe his other Eye, if it was grant» 
ed, he agreed to it, and ſo became Blind for the 
Remainder of his Life for the ſake of ſo Raviſhin 
Others of her Votaries were more facceſ? 
ful, and paid not fo dear for greater Enjoyments z 
for ſhe: beſtowed her ſelf in Marriage vpon St. Do- 
minick, St. Alain, St. Herman, whom ſhe received 
into her Boſom with ſweet Kiſſes, and amorous 
Tenderneſs, and gave them her Breaſts to ſuck. 
In her tender care of the Monks, ſhe has ſometimes 


mous Hiſto 


ther remove, the Roads being 


gone round their Beds and bleſſed them; only one 5 
hom ſhe neglected, becayſe he, it ſcems, lay in his Bed 
e;ularly, tho' one would hardly think it 


would .. 
deſerve 
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deſerve ſuch a Puniſhment; for it was only that he 


had laid aſide. his Girdle, or unlooſed his Coat, or 
put off his Hoſe, and ſo lay in Bed barefoot; and. 

haps too he did not know of her coming, or he 
would have took care to be in a better Poſture for 


ber. They have ſet up a Doctrine amongſt them of 


her immaculate Conception, and that ſhe was pure, 
and without ſtain in her Birth; but they are far 
enough from making her ſo .afterwards;. and tho? 
ſhe were Chaſt and Holy while ſhe lived, they 
have made her wanton enough ſince her Death, and 
made her Behaviour more like a wanton. Venus, 
than a vertuous Virgin, and repreſented: her as in- 
ſtated rather in a Mahomet an Paradiſe, than in that 
Angelical Life, where they neitber Marry nor are gi- 
ven in Marriage · So ſcandaloully do the ſe. wretch- 
ed Legendary Writers err, not knowing the Scriptures. 
And if they make this bleſſed and holy Woe 


man not a Pattern of Vice her ſelf, they make her 


at leaſt a great Patroneſs of it in others. They tell 


of a Nan that had been dehauched by a, Prieſt, and | 


having charge of the Keys of the Convent, bad. left it 
for Fifteen - Years, and . frequented the Stews, and 
moſt infamous Places, and during all that time the 
Bleſſed Virgin ſupplied her Plice, ſo that ſhe, was 
not miſſed 3, but at the Eud of thoſe Years ſhe re- 
turning again, reſumed her former Office, without 
being known to have been abſent, or ſuffering any 
blemiſh in her Reputation. And in another Place, 
the Abbeſs of the Convent was with Child by the 
Steward of her Houſe; and when the Biſhop was 
preparing to puniſh her, the Bleſſed Virgin gave Or- 
ders to Two Angels to tranſport her into a Place, 
where ſhe was delivered, and the Matter fn ordered, 
that when ſhe came to be exami ed, her Accuſers 
were put to ſhame, and the biſhop himſelt forced 
to ask her Pardon. 5 


„What horrid ſtuff is here, and whither will 2 


Cloyd of ſuc! Wit..cſſes lea l; if theſe, are the Ex; 
amples of thoſe whoſe Faith we are to follow ; Is it; 
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poſible we ſhov1d ever, by Treading in ſuch Steps, 
arfive at the Heavenly Jeruſalem, the Mount Bien, 
the City of' the Living God? Might the Scriptute 
but be permitted to People to read, they would” 
have other Apprehenſions of what is the Patience 
and Faith of the Saints, and would find in them o- 
ther Examples of the Power of that moſt holy 
Faith, throngh which the Servants of God wrought 
Ae and obtained the Promiſes. St. James 
teſ!s' us, Chap. I. ver, 27. that Pure Religion and un- 
defiled beſbre God and the Father is this; to viſit the 
Fatherleſs and the Widows in their Affliction, and to keep 
litimſetf anſported from the World, And St. Paul de- 
frribes' the Virtues that ſhould recommend the Wi- 
dows to the. Churches Charity to be, the hevire 
brought up Children, having waſh'd the Saints Feet, 
relieved the Afflicted. dil gentiy followed every fol 


work. And wills that the younger Women ſhould 
arry, bear Children, guide the Houſe, and in ſo do- 
ng, give none Occaſion to the Adverſary to ſpeak re- 
oachfully, 1 Tim. V. And charges Timothy himſelf 
to be an Example of Believers, in Faith and Purity; and 
in his Epiſtle to the Ph:l:ppians, Chap. IV. 8. directs * 
them, Mhatſoever things are True, whatſoever things 
are Honeſt, whatſoever things are Juſt, whatſoever 
things are Pure, whatſoever things are Lovely, what- 
ſoever things are of good Report, if there be any Virtue, 
and if there be any Praiſe, that they ſhould think on 
theſe thing:. And throughout the whole Scriptures, 
both the Old and New Teſtament, we find all the 
Rules of Life that are given to Men are adapted 
to the Occaſions of ſuch as live in the World, and 
as ſuppoſing them to dwell in Societies, and not in 
Solitudes and Deſarts; and ſo all the Examples of 
rophets and Apoſtles, and even of our Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, are of going about and doing good, 
and heing exerciſed ia an active Station, to the Be- 
neſit and Relief of others, to their Furtherance and 
Joy of Faith; and ia bricf, to the general good of . 
5 1 Mankind, 


* * 


, _ 
| Mankind; and promoting the Welfare both of Body 
ad Soul. | CENT 
Nor in Contradiction to all this, the Church of 
| Rome has framed her Rules directly oppoſite; and 
made thoſe: only to be the Saints and holy ones, 
not who live in the World, and overcome it by 


| beſt who are ſeparated thus, and ſeclu- 
ded in their Cloiſters; and theſe, by make Re- 

the fantaſtick Rules they live under, ligion adi- 
by the hideous and diſguiſing Habits in d. 
which they ſhew themſelves, by the 
| Pagan and barbarous Auſterities in which they pre- 
I tend to mortifie themſelves, do moſt ſcandalouſly 
| deform the Face of Religion, and inſtead' of Aorn- 

ing the Doctrine of God their Sautour, and ſetting 
forth his Praiſe in the beauty of Holineſs, they do ra- 
| ther tend to make it ridiculous 4nd odious to the 
; 
ö 


World, and ſo render it hateful and abhorred. 

All theſe Heatheniſh, or rather, Helliſh Inventi- 
ons of abuſing the Body, macerating the Fleſh, flay- 
ing the Skin, and paying, as I may 

ll it, the Fruit of the Body for the Hellifſh In- 
Laa of the Soul, tor mentiag themſelves %%, 15 
in thoſe voluntary Humiliations of p ons of 
| Will-worſhip, and Pagan Superſtitions, £ £647 Au. 
have their Patterns only in Religions fterity. 
of the Devil's making, and are inſtan- 
ces of his Scorn and Cruelty to Mankind; God, 
who is infinite in Goodneſs, will have Mercy, and 
not Sacrifice; and as he does not aſflit willingly., nor 
grieve the Children of Men, ſo his gracious Deſign 
in all the Sufferings he inflits upon his Children, 
is to make them conformable to his Image in Righ- * 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs, to which thoſe barba- 
rous Tormentings and Abnſings. ofthe Body do ia 
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no ſort conduce, nor does the Original of them pro- 
ceed from any thing but his Suggeſtions, to gratifie 
his Malice in Mens Torment. The ſenſe of Guilt, 
under which all Mankind feel themſelves, having 
made them judge ſome Sufferings to be due for Sin, 
and ſome Sacrifice neceſſary to be offered in Atone- 
meat, the Devil perverting theſe natural Convicti- | 
ons, induced them to theſe |barbarons Practices, and 
cart ied ĩt ſo far, as to make them offer up even their 
own Children in Sacrifice to their offended God. 
And we read, 1 Kings XVIII. 28. of Baal's Prieſts | 
cutting themſelves with Knives and Lances till the 
Blood guſhed: out, to prevail with their God to pity 
aud hear them. And from ſuch as theſe has the 
Church of Rome copied her Example, and ſet up 
ſuch a ſort of Service amongſt her Voraries, as is 
more befitring the enſlaved Vaſſals of Satan, than 
the Redeemed Servants of Feſus Chriſt. 
Thus miſerably has the Church of Rome changed 
the Face of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
Chriſtian made it to be quite another thing than 
Religion what it was when Chriſt inſtituted it; 
deformed. and inſtead of his Church being a Tem- 
dle built of lively Stones, ſhe has alter'd 
it till itis become no better than a whited Sepulchre, 
full of dead Mens Bones, and all Uncleanneſs. 

The Chriſtian Religion, which is an Inſtitution fo 
worthy of God, ſo agreeable to his Nature, ſo pure 
and holy, of ſuch inward Power and Efficacy, ſuch 
a wiſe and reaſonable Service, ſo every way tend- 
ing to.make Man happy in this World, and to pre- 
pare him for the Joys of the next, by renewing him 

in the Spirit of his Mind, and trans- 
The Chri- forming him into the Image of Him that 
ſtian Reli. created him, they have turned all this 
ion turn. into an outward Bodily Service, rea- 
ed into « Aer'd it nothing but a Syſtem of vain O- 
"Bodily $ pinions, and a Rubrick of Forms; ma- 
Bali der- king it to conſiſt in a Belief of the mul- 
. titude of groundleſs and abſurd Opi- 
= * „ ” | 4 nions, 
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nions, and the Obſervance of innumerable , Su- 
perſtitions, and unprofitable Services, Pagan and 
Helliſh Auſterities, and ludicrous Rites and Cere- 


monies, drawing out all the Force and Strength of 


the Chriſtian Religion, making it all an outſide ſhew, 
a Scene of gaudy Pomp and Pageantry, of comick 
Farce and Gaiety, and Tragick Severity and Cruel- 
ty, repreſenting all the Sacred Hiſtory, and the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel,jin childiſh Scenes of Puppe- 
try, to the Enervating the force of its Precepts, 
and taking off the Mind from all that is ſolid and 
ſerious, all that is noble or manly, that is a- 
ny thing Spiritual or Heavenly, that is either ſuit- 
able to the Nature of God, or worthy the Dig- 
nity of Mankind, who are endued with the Fa- 
culty of Reaſon, and created in the Image of God. 
So becauſe the Son of God was graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to take our Nature upon Him, to be born, 
and die for Man, the Church of Rome has thought 
fit to exhibit theſe 4 Truths to her Peo- 
ple in ſeveral ſorts of Puppet Shews. | 
At the. Feaſt of Chriſtmas, in Memory of our 
Bleſſed Lord: and Saviour's Nativity, 
ſhe has in her Churches a Cradle with Hiſtory of 
an Image of an Infant in it, which % Goſpel 
is with great Devotion rock'd by ed 1 
ſome of her pious Congregation. On y 
Good-Friday, they have the Figure of Puppetry. 
our Saviour upon the Croſs, and there 
they perform the Service which they call, The 
Tenebreſs, having abundance of lighted Candles, 
which they put all out one by one till they are 


all in Darkneſs; and this is Celebrating our Savi- 


our's Paſſion, and the Darkneſs that was over all 
the Land at the Time of His Crucifixion ; and 
after this, the Body is taken down from the Croſs, 
and put into a Sepulchre, and Men ſtand to watch 
it; with much more of this kind, which might be 
related, at the ſeveral Celebrations of their Fe- 
Rivals, as if the Son ol came down from 


046) ; 
Heaven only to furniſh Men with a Subject for a 


Stage Play. | 

And amidft the whole of the Po- 

Idalatty piſh Religion, there is à mixture of 

throughout Idolatry that goes all throughout the 

the whole, whole, and makes up an eſſential 
Part of her publick and private Wor- 

Hip. | | 

Here in Eneland, and other Proteſtant Coun- 
tries, Popery does not fhew it ſelf at the worſt, 
with all its hideous Abominations, as it is to 
be ſeen in Popiſh Countries ; here it is exerci- 
fed in private, and ſo is not known what it is; 
but in thoſe Places where it bears Sway, and has 
its full liberty, nothing is more enormonſly groſs 
nor more ſcandalouſſy Idolatrous, Streets an 
Roads are full of Images to be worſhipped, and 
their Pagan Proceſſions are continually to be ſeen, 

the Images carried about upon Mens 
Popery not Shoulders, dreſt up in rich Cloths 
ſeen at the and fine Jewels, attended with the 
my Adorations of the People; and to 
worſt 9 ſe Images they Bow, they Knee! 
England. tbeſe Images they Bow, they Kneel, 
as they burn Incenſe, they light Can- 
dles, they go Pilgrimages, make Vows 
and Offerings; and believe them to have ſpoke, 
to have Bled, to have Sweat, to have wrought 
Miracles, and what not? 

They have their ſeveral occaſional Proceſſions, 
as that of St. Genoveve, whoſe Image is carried a- 
bout in Time of Drought, to procure Rain. And 
beſides theſe accidental, there are their conſtant 
and Anniverſary ones, as the Magnificent one of 
Corpus Chriſts, which is performed yearly on the 
Feſtival of that Day, in Town and Country, but 
particularly in great Cities, with great Solemni- 
ty; the firſt that Marches in this ſacred Proceſs 

WM ſion, is a great Engine or Machine, as 
Proceſſion, large as a great Cart or Waggon 
1 made to repreſent a Dragon, ai 
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with gaping Mouth grinding and gnaſhing the 
aws; and next to this, rides a young , Heroe, 
me handſome. Youth of Quality, upon a ſtate- 
ly Horſe, and with a Lance in his Hand, and 
Two Eſquires walking on either fide, who muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be St. George purſuing this dread- 
ful Dragon; after this comes the ſe. _ 
veral Orders of Monks, Fryars, &c. Corpus 
with all the other Train of devout Chriſti. 
Attendants upon this pious Solemni- 
ty; and laſt of all comes the Arch-Biſhop, bring- 
ing the Holy Hoſt and conſecrated Wafer, or 
Body of Feſus Chriſt, which he carries upon a lit- 
tle Patten of Gold, reſting his Hands upon a Cu- 
ſhion carried before him, and with a rich Canopy 
held over his Head; and in this manner gives 
the People to view this Idolatrons Object of their 


Worſhip, But between him and the reſt of the 


Proceſſion, making a Space and Diſtance, there goes 
juſt before the Arch-Biſhop, with his Canopy and 
Cuſhion, a Man Dancing and Playing upon the 
Harp, but with his Back to the People that go 
before, and his Face towards the Hoſt, to which 
he Dances and makes Muſick; going backward all 
the Way, to the no ſmall Edification, to be ſure, 
of the Beholders. | 

Then during all the Lent, there is the Peniten- 


tial Proceſſion every Friday, by way of Prepara- 


tion for Eaſter; there are their Fryars, and all 
the reſt of their. Religious, going firſt in all their 
Formalities, and after them the Penitents, who, to 
receive the Sacrament at Eaſter, prepare them- 
ſelves for it by Confeſſion to their Prieſt, and then 
perform their Sacrament of Penance, going in 
thoſe Proceſſions. Some ſlaſhing their bare Backs 
with Scourges until they bleed; ſome dragging a 
great piece of Wood at their Heels, or a heavy 


Chain of Iron; others with drawn Swords held 


12 at Arms end; ſome creeping on their 
ees, or going backward on all Four; with in- 
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tions of ſilly and abje& poſtures of puniſhment, 


that Satanical. Illuſion can ſuggeſt, to make Recon- 


ciliation for Iniquity, to reſtore them to the Fa- 
vour of God, and make them fit to communi- 
cate at his Table; and by theſe performances, thoſe 
profligate Wretches are ſappoſed to be cleanſed 
from their Sins: OO | 3 155 

And how little Reformation is like to be there- 
by wrought in their Lives, the common Reaſon 
of all Mankind, not blinded by theſe thick Clouds 
of Superſtition, may be judge; beſides that Expe- 
rience ſufficiently ſhews, as all thoſe who have 
been in Popiſh Countries and ſeen theſe mock Shews, 
can teſtifie, who know the Cuſtoms of theſe fla- 

itious Wretches, who go on ina Circle of theſe per- 
Prmances, Rill living in all exceſs of Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and abominable Wickedneſs, and at theſe 
ſtated Seaſons cleanſing themſelves with theſe 
ſenſleſs, ridiculous Penances, and Pagan Satisfactions. 

And the Aſſiſting at any, or all of theſe Proceſſions, 
is always a Mark of Piety, and what devout Per- 
ſons. of all Ranks and Qualities, even to the great- 
eſt Kings and Princes, don't fail to do ; it being a 

Thing highly meritorious, and of great 
Inquiſition avail for delivering from the Pains of 
Proceſſion. Purgatory, eſpecially in thoſe bloody 

' Proceſſions of the Inquiſition Priſoners, 
where carrying a Faggot towards the burning of 
thoſe miſerable Wretches, is of wonderful effe& 
towards the Salvation of Souls; for which rea- 
ſon, Princes and Perſons of the higheſt Condition 
rejoice to perform that Service. 

Thea beſides the Pomp and the Idolatry of theſe 
Proceſſions, there is their publick Worſhip in their 
Churches, which is all of the ſame piece; there 
are all their three Sorts of Idolatry, that of Maſs 
that of Creature Worſhip, and that of Images ;, and 


there the People go to ſee fie Paiitings aud Ima- - 


gez, rich Altars and -coſtl; Adoraings; to hear 
r , choice 
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they ought not, for filthy lucres ſake, to draw away 
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choice and exquiſite Muſick 3 Prayers ſaid in La- 


tin, Ceremonies in abundance; but not to hear 
Sermons, or to receive any truly Chriſtian la- 
ſtruction to their Souls Health; and 1 
can only ſtare, and gaze, and liſten, Churches 
without finding any thing to help a publick 
rational and ſerious Devotion, or means Worſhip. 
to hear the Voice of God in his Word, 250 
or being led to entertain any ſpiritual Converſe 
with Heaven. 

But in theſe kind of Things are theſe miſera- 
bly deluded People taught to place their Religt- 
on; and are kept buſied and employed from the 
Beginning of Life to the End, without ever be- 
ing ſuffered to look into the Scripture, or to ſearch 
after Truth; and being enſlaved un- 
der this moſt cruel Bondage, are ſhut Fjndred 
up in Chains of Darkneſs, to the Judg- from ſearch 
ment of the great Day; and 'tis to be of the 
feared, ſome of them cheated out of Truth 
their Salvation, by thoſe wicked de- *” * 270 
ceitful- Guides, who ſpeak Things which | 


- 


Diſciples after them, | 
The whole Scheme of Popery being no other 

than a crafty Deſign of Eſtabliſhing a 

Dominion over the Minds and Con- Popery 4 

ſciences, and over the Perſons and crafty De- 

Purſes of her Followers; and to that ſen. 

end alone, do all her new-invented 


Doctrines tend. 


Their Doctrine of the Prieſts Pow- 

er to forgive Sins, and their Trick Prieſts 
of Auricular Coufeſſion, and pretended Power to 
neceſſity of it, founded thereupon, ob- 
liging every Soul among them to put his f HAVE 
Conſcienceunder the Direction of a Con- Sins. 
feſſor, and to diſcover to him the inmoſt 


| Thoughts of his Heart; no Sin can e 
de too great but he can abſolve after Confeſſion 
1 —Vĩĩͤĩͤ OO 
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atis confeſſed to him, and fuch Penænct enjoined 
as he ſhall think fit; and no Sin ſo fmall but 
may prove Damnable, if concealed from bim: 


This Doctrine is very vſeful to keep Mens Con- 
_ - ſciences in awe, an! to eſtabliſh the Dominion and 


Tyranny of their Guides. 


Purgatory is another very vſeful Doctrine for 


ſapporting the Papacy, as it ſerves to make Peo- 
ple have need of Indulgences, of which the Pope is 


the Sovereign Diſpenſer. Now if of 
Papal So- all them that die, all ſhould be ſup- 
poſed to go only to' Heaven, or to | 


vereipnty Hell, as the firſt would have no need 


42 of Relief, ſo the laſt would be ca- 


1 of a third Place invented, this Priſon 
of Purgatory; of which the Pepe keeps the Keys: 
Our Saviour Chriſt, we know, as he has told, Rev. 
I. 18. has the Keys of Hell and Death; and He 
has the Key of David, and openeth and no Man 
ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no Man openeth, Rev. III. 
7. But this Purgatory Houſe is the great Baby- 
lon that the Pope himſelf hath built, by the Might 
of his Power, and for the Honour of his Majeſty, 
and therefore he alone is the Maſter of it, and 
kee ps in, or lets out at his pleaſure. 
And this Purgatory is a moſt dreadful Place of 
Torment, as ſeveral Holy Men, who in their Life 
times have had Viſions of it, have 
Purzatory. - declared, (the Scriptures indeed tell 
nothing of it;) but theſe have heard 
the Groaningsand the Roarings of Souls undertheir 
Sufferings there. It is a —_—_ it ſeems, of three 
Stories, and fo many degrees of Puniſhment, each 
exceeding the other; but in every one of them 
the Torments are moſt exquiſite and intolerable : 
There are Souls fried in Fhing- Pans, ſcorch'd and 
carbonado d like Fiſh for F x 8%, "a ſome are roaſt- 
Sed in the Fire, and others ſcalded in hot Wenn, 
* 33 r . | a 
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pable of none; ſo for this Reaſon | 
1009. was it neceſſary to have this Fable 
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gatory Sufferers, his Prieſts, Monks, and 


(51) 
and again thrown ſuddenly into extream cold; all 
which muſt needs be moſt diſmally painful for a Soul 
out of the Body to be thus managed, and would 
make a dying Man, that can believe this likely 
Story, give away all his Eſtate from his Heirs to 
be kept out of it, or to have his time of abode 
there ſnortned. 3 | 
And this the Pope can do; for he diſpenſes the 
Indulgence, and commands the Treaſury of Me- 
rits, by which theſe Pains are mitigated, and the 
Goal Delivery haſtened, and theſe he 
ſets to Sale, and is paid well for all Purgatory 
that he lets go; and for theſe Pur- brings in 
Friars ſay Maſſes; and for theſe his = ; 
Nuns keep Praying, and all muſt have Wealth. 
Money for their Pains z There being 
no Peny, no Pater neſter; and by theſe means 
doth the Church of Rome ingroſs great Wealth, 
Another Source of Riches, is the noble Trea- 
ſure of Relicks, with which that Church abounds; 
and theſe are likewiſe to be bought, and are of 
prodigious Efficacy both for Soul and Body. Our 


Saviour hath ſaid, The Fleſh proſiteth 


nothing, Joh, VI. 33. But here the ; 
Fleſh® # ol, all. They have the Fer | 
Finger of one Saint, the Tooth of an- LE 
other; ſome of the Parings of their 7 
Nails, their Hair, their Sculls, their CTs, 
Blood, their Garments, and I know Wealth. 


not what; ſome of the Bleſſed Vir- 


in's Milk, the Linnen in which our Saviour's Bo- 
dy was wrapt in the Sepulchre, a Handkerchief 
with which He wiped his Face, and left thereon 
the Print of his Features, which He himſelf be- 
ſtowed as a Gift upon one St. Veronica; and theſe 
agaln have multiplied themſelves into one or two 
more, which are kept as Sacred Depoſitums a- 
mong them; and theſe can derive Virtue down 


to others, and are Inſtruments of great c 
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Miracle-working Virtue. Theſe can cleanſe from 
Sin, deliver from Purgatory, preſerve from Death, 
from Danger, from Sickneſs, from Witchcraft, 0 
from Thieves, Fire, and all ſorts of ſad Accidents I 
ſo that with theſe helps, the Subjects of the Ro- 1 
man Communiun are ſure to be ſafe both in Soul 
and Body. 1 1 219000 
At Culogn, they have the Heads of Three wiſe 
Men, (Kings, they ſay, and call them by their 
Names,) who came from the Eaft to worſhip our 
Saviour at his Birth, Matt. II. 2. Theſe Skulls 
hey have in a Church there, lock'd up within a | 
little encloſure of an J1ron-gate, of which the Ca- 
nons of that Church keep the Key; and here, 
with a little Inſtrument or pair of-Tongs, they 
take little Printed Tickets of Paper, which they 
keep there in readineſs, and with theſe Papers they 
touch thoſe Skulls, which gives to them a Virtue, 
which is deſcrib'd in the printed Tickets in French, 
ia theſe Words: Ces Billets ont touch aux trois te- 
ſtes des S. Roys a Cologn, ils ſont pour les voy 4 
guers contra les matbeurs des chemins maux deteſte 
mal caduque frevres ſorcellerie toute ſort de maleſice, 
& mort ſubite, And here is pictured in two Co- 
lumus, in one, the three Kings upon their Jour- 
ney, with the Star beſide them, and with their 
Crowns and Sceptres, and Enſigns. of Royalty, 
and each their ſeveral Offerings in their Hands; 
and in the other Column is a City, one may ſup- 
poſe Jeruſalem, and above that in a Cloud, as in 
Heaven, are theſe Three again together with a 
Woman, and an Infant ia her Lap, no doubt, de- 
fligping the Bleſſed Virgin and our Saviour; aud 
next to that, making much ofthe Child, an'old Man, 
perhaps intended to ſigniſie the Antient of Days; for in 
that impious manner they do oftentimes preſume 
to deſcribe to ſight the moſt Holy and inviſi- 
ble God, contrary to his expreſs Command, Dent; 
IV. And then over the Tops of theſe Pictures is 
=T in Latin theſe Words 7 LE 
oo Sancti 
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ath, Seck, tres Regen Gaſpiar, Melchior, Balthaſar, 


raft, Orate pro nobis, nunc, & in hora mortis noſtræ. 
K. In Engliſh thus: Holy three Kings, Gaſpiar, Mal- 


Soul chio , Balthaſar, Pray for us now, and in the Hour 
„our Death: And the other is, Theſe Tickets: haue 
viſe touched the three Heads of the Holy Kings at Co- 
1eir logn. They are for Travellers, againſt Misfor- 
times on the Way, Pain of the Head, Falling Sick- 
neſs, 'Fevers, Enchantments, all 'Sorts of Witchcraft, 
and ſudden Death; and theſe Papers are with 
great Devotion received, and Money given for 
them; and are made uſe of for all the purpo- 
ſes there expreſſed ; and theſe are pack'd up in 
all Goods and Parcels ſent from thereabonts, and 
are infallible Security for their ſafe conveyance," 
as' they are Pre ſervatives to all that wear them. 
Thus does that wicked Church of Rome cheat 
and 'abuſe thoſe poor Souls commit- he 2s 
ted to her Charge, giving them a Purgatory a 
Stone inſtead of Bread, and for a Fiſh a 4 Re. 
Scorpion; with feigned Words making |. bo trigks? 
Merchandice of them; the drift of all e 
this Trade of hers, being to enrich % Ce 
her Clergy, and keep the People poor, N. ealth. 8 
maintaining all her ſwarms of lazy OR. 
Monks and Friars, thoſe Locuſts and Caterpillars up- 
on their ſpoil. fs 
All the ſeveral Orders of their Religious, as 
they call them, being no other than ſo many Bur- 
dens and Plagues upon thoſe Countries where 
they live; the Mendicant ones eſpecially, that is, 
thoſe who devote themſelves to perpetual Beg- 
gary: And under a pretence of Charity, from the 
Practice in the Apoſtles Times, of having all things. 
common, and diſtributing to every one according to 
the ir needs;, and our Saviour's Trial of the young 
Man's ſincerity, in ſaying, If then wilt be perſect, 
fell that thou haſt, and give to the Poor; give away 
all their Eſtates; and ſome. there are, 
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ver had any; but as a State of greater Per fection, 
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they enter themſelves into theſe Mendicant Or- 

Thi ders, and fo live all their Lives up- 
Religious on the Labours of others, contrary to; 
Orders and that Rule of the Apoſtle, that if any, 


Andie would not Work, neither ſhould he Eat, 


Tit. VIII. 14. and would that Peo-. 
ple ſhould labour, working with their 
r own Hands, that they might have to give. 
to them that need: And by his own Example, tur- 
ther recommended this to them, labouring with 
Travel Night and Day, that he might not be A 4 
ſome to others, and making his own Haxds to mi- 
45 to his Neceſſities. Inſtead of which, theſe i- 
e Vermine live a lazy, unprofitable Life, havin 
nothing to do, but ſaying over their Beads an 
Breviaries, ſing their Maſſes, and ſell their Re- 
liques and Indulgences; and for all the reſt of 
their Time, do nothing but go about a Begging, 
and Eat the Bread out of other Peoples Mouths, 
who work hard for it; and an honeſt Country- 
man can't Reap his Harveſt, nor gather in his 


cants. 


Vintage, nor his Olives, without I know not how- 


many of theſe about him, forcing from him, by 
way of Alms, the Fruit of his Sweat and Toil, to 
maintain them in their Idleneſs, where all the 
Harveſt time they go every Day with each an Aſs 
into the Fields = Vineyards, and there beg till 
they go laden home; and the poor Husband man, 
who muſt Eat the Bread in the Sweat of his Brow, 
and mult perhaps pay Rent, and has a Family 


to maintain, ſces ao end of this Tax upon him 


while his Harveſt and Vintage laſt, nor indeed 
then neither, ſince their Trade of Begging goes 
on all the Year round, and all the Seaſons and 


Places are pligued with them; Ad thoſe who 


Travel into p piſh Countries, find their Tables, 
t::rcr ded with them, and cau't be ſuffered to 
*iieir Meat in quiet without giving them a 
; '# * Bat after "TO manger are Popiſh Conntries 
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devoured and depopulated, and the labouring and 
induſtrious Part of the People eaten up by idle 
and uſeleſs Clergy. For here the Reader is to 
note, that the Romiſu Clergy are of Two ſorts; 
the one, the Seculars, are the Biſhops and Pariſh 
prieſts, who are ordained, as the Proteſtant Clergy, 
to the Work of the Miniſtry, and to have the 
Tythes for their Maintenance, and to undertake 
the Care of Souls ig the Pariſhes where they are 
ſettled, and theſe are generally the honeſteſt Part 
of the Roman Clergy 3 but then theſe are they 
that are in leaſt Eſteem among them, and there- 
fore called, Seculars, as being Men of the World, 
and of a lower Form in reſpe& of thoſe others, 
who are diſtinguiſhed by the Names of Regulars; 
ſuch who live in Cloiſters and Colleges, as Monks, 
Friars, Jeſuits, &c. under the Rules of their ſeve- 
ral Founders, (St. Jerome, St. Auguſtine, St. Beue- 
dict, Bruno, Francis, Dominick, Ignatius, &c.) and 
the Monaſtick Vows, and go dreſt ja their va- 
rious diſguiſing fantaſtick Habits, after the 
Brainſick Inventions of their Founders; and all 
theſe have their Houſes Eadowed, and good Re- 
venues belonging to them, only the Begging Or- 
ders, who ſome of them have no more but their 
Houſes and Gardens. And thoſe Regular Clergy 
are always undermining the Seculars, and begging 
away the Tythes from them, and Eating the Bread 
out of their Mouths. 

The whole Frame of this Romiſh Church, be- 
ing nothing but one continued Cheat and Tyran-/ 7? 
ny from the Beginning to the End, and every 
way deſtructive of the Liberties and Welfare of 
Mankind. Tis ſuch a Bondage of Slavery, ſuch 
a Maſs of Error, ſuch a confus'd Mixture of Li- 
centiouſneſs and Strictneſs, juch a Fardle of Im- 
pertinences, ſuch a Huddle of Contradictions aad 
Inconſiſtencies, ſuch an enormous Body of Super- 
ſtition and Folly, of Idolatry, Blaſphemy, Impie- 
ty, and Impurity, ſuch a deyourigag Monſter of 
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. Cruelty, in a Word, ſuch, as the Scripture calls 
a Myſtery of Hriquity, as is not to be equalled in 
any Religion that ever was yet in the World; 
exceeding even the Heathen and Mahometan in Cruel» 
ty of 'Perſecution, and improving upon all the Pat- 
terns taken from them of abominable Idolatry, 
Folly and Wickedneſs; and all this to be graft- 
ed on ſo pure a Stock as Chriſtianity, and made 
to ſubſiſt and grow up with it, is the Thing to 
be wondred at. 

Now one would think it almoſt impoſſible, that 
People knowing any thing of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and the Fundamentals of that holy Do- 
&trine, could ever admit things ſo contrary to 
take place with it; but in fact it is ſo; they do 
do it, and that they do, can be imputed to no- 
thing but a Judgment of God, and a Judicial 
Blindneſs under which they are hardened, and 
given up to ſtrong Deluſions to believe a Lie. But 
though theſe Corruptions have, by the Iniquity of 
the Times, crept in, and Errors by degrees in- 
troduced in Times of 'Darkneſs and Ignorance, 
when Learning was rare in the World, the In- 
curſions of barbarous Nations having in many Pla- 
ces rooted it out, and while deſigning Men 
made their Advantage of it to advance their world= 
ly Deſien; yet now ſince thoſe dark Clouds have, 
through God's Goodneſs, been in many Places broke, 
and the light of Truth ſhined through, and the 
Art of Printing being happily found out to the 
Reviving of Learning, and rendring it more cheap 
and eaſie; and the Bible, the Word of God, be- 
ing brought out of Confinement, and put into the 
Hands of the People. Yet all this notwithſtand- 
ing, to ſee Men ſtill ſo pertinaciouſly adhering to, 
and with ſo much vehemence contending for theſe 
Errors, is a moſt amazing thing. | 
And thongh in Popiſh Countries, where all ima- 
Sinable 1aduſtry is uſed to keep People in 1g- 
„„ orange, 
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norance, and where they are by force detained” 


in in that Communion, and by Cruelty deterred from 
15 ſeeking after Truth, neither have indeed any op- 
I portunity for it; the Bible, nor any Proteſtant 


* 


t- Book being ſuffered to be brought into many Po- 
7 ;þ Countries. ; Q v of 
— Vet for thoſe Papiſts who live among Proteſtants, 
e and eſpecially here in England, how they can be 
0 ſo contented, is very unaccountable; and moſt 
f ſtrange, how they can go on to hear their Reli- 
. gion charg'd as 'tis, and yet not enter into any 
; ſerious Enquiries about it? | 
But the Prejudices of Education are ſo power- 
| ful, that few People ever have the Strength to 
get above them. The generality of Mankind do 
uſually take up with the Religion they are bred 
in; and one Man is a Chriſtian, for the ſame Rea- 
ſon that another Man is a Jew, a Heather, or a 
Mahometan, i.e. becauſe he was bred up in it; it 
was taught him by his Parents, and it was per- 
haps the Religion of his Anceſtors; ſo that to moſt 
People the Religion they profeſs, is a thing as 
accidental to them, and as little of their own 
choice, as the Name they bear, or the Country 
they were born in. So that a Man born in Spain, 
is a Papiſt, for the ſame Reaſon that he is a Spa- 
niard; and ſoa Man born in Exgland, is as well 
a Proteſtant for no better a Reabbn, but becauſe 
he is an Engliſh Man. And had their Lot and 
Birth -· place either of them happened to have been 
counterchanged, the Spaniard might as well have 
been the Proteſtant, and the Engliſhman the Pa- 
piſt; moſt Peoples Religion being rather a part 
of their Fate, than of their judicious Choice. 
And one principal Reaſon of this, and what is 
much to be Jamented, is, that the greateſt part 
of the World are not ſeriouſly enough concern- 
ed about the Things of another Lite, and the 
Safety of their precious Souls; and being negli- 


hs A abs. 
. 4 4 . 


9230 


6358) 
gent about the practical Part of Religion, are much 
leſs ſollicitous about the Doctrines. 

A great many are wholly ignorant and unlearn- 
ed, and a great many have not opportunity of 
Information, and eſpecially- in Popsſh Countries; 
and many others have not Judgment to.diſtinguiſh, 
- eſpecially if they are led into perplexing Diſ- 
tes. | 
" had the generality of Mankind are not of | 
thoughtful and inquiſitive Minds, and are chiefly 
taken up with the Cares of this Life, whar they 
ſhall Eat, and what they ſhall Drink, and what they | 
ſhall put on. Beſides, that all the Diſciples of the | 
Roman Communion have their Necks bowed dawn | 
from their Youth, that makes it hard for them | 
in any wiſe to lift it up themſelves ; thoſe of a- 
ny Quality among them are bred up, the Daugh- 
ters in Nunneries, which is indeed the only 
Service thoſe Societies can pretend to do the 
World, in helping to Educate Youth; and the 
"Sons in the Colleges and Seminaries of their Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, where they are practiſed betimes in 
all the ſuperſtitious Exerciſe of their Religion, and 
their young Minds throughly tinged and ſeaſoned 
with it ; and there they are taught to have an 
awful regard to the Dictates of their Superiors, 
and not to, dare to disbelieve any thing that they 
teach them, but to be in an entire Obedience of 
Thought, Word, and Actions, to their Guides. 
And thoſe who have thus been overawed in 
their Youth, can hardly erer after recover their 
freedom; beſides that, they are taught to ſuſpe& 
their own Judgment, and every one to think with 
himſelf, I am a private Chriſtian, and ſhall ] dare 
to oppoſe my Opinioa to that of the whole Church; 
mall 1 diſſent from the Belief of thoſe Doctrines 
that ſhe teaches? And being bound by the Trent 
Creed, not to underſtand the plaineſt Scripture it 
ſelf, but according to the Seaſe which their Church 
Sire it; and being under the Guidance of a Con- 
* 1 feſſor, 
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ch f fessor, as every ſingle Soul among them is, and 
und ta diſcover to him: their moſt, ſecret 
** Wi and to: confeſs all their Scruples and 
zee, Doubts, whenever, they have any, it is almoſt next 
wiſh to impoſſible, for People in ſuch Circumſtances e- 
ver to draw their Necks out of the Yoke:. 
Another thing is Iatereſt, and worldly Reſpects, 
which ties a great many to that Communion. 
The Church of Rome has great Riches and Wealth 
in her Hands, many noble Preferments, Digni- 
ties, and rich Benefices to beſtow, and this keeps 
all her Eccleſiaſticks cloſe to her; and in all Po- 
piſh Countries there is no Civil Preferment, nor 
any Encouragement, but to thoſe of her; own 
Communion ; but on the contrary, great Hard- 
ſhip to be undergone, and oftentimes the moſt 
cruel and terrible Perſecution. , In Spain, Portugal, 
and Hraly,. there is the conſtant Terror of that 
Hell, the Inquiſition, enough to keep all their Peo- 
ple from daring in the leaſt to put their Head 
over the Pale, to look out after Truth; the leaſt 
ſuſpicion that is, being ſufficient to bring a Man 
within the Verge of that - unjuſt ard mercileſs 
Court; if a Man be but any way ſuſpected of 
Hereſie, if his Enemy do but out of Malice go aud 
accuſe him, that ſhall be enough, he is immedi- 
ately taken up by the Holy Office, (as they call it) 
and carried to their Priſons, little dark Ceils, with- 
cout either Room to walk, or Seat to lit, or Light 
to ſce, nothing but a ſmall Bed to ſleep on; where 
he may linger out in that hideous, dark and loan- 
ſome dadneſs, as much time as they pleaſe, Weeks, 
Months, and Years, and in concluſion be roaſted 
alive, and ſhall never, as in other Courts, have a 
fair and open Trial, nor be confronted with his 
Accuſers Face to Face, nor ſo much as be told 
who they are; but there he ſhall be examiner to 
make him accuſe himtelf, and to rel} tor Wr 
Reaſon he finds himſelf to be put in; what it i 
he has been guilty of, and who have been 


hic ar- 
$7. CY 
| | 


= . 5 
& 4 
0 
. 
- 


669 
Face his Crime; and no denjal here, and 
roteſtation of his Inhocency, can ſerve his turn, 
r procure his Enlargement; but be is put to the 
Rack, and there tortured till he makes a Confeſ- 
ſion; and he muſt not only accuſe himſelf, but o- 
thers, alſd, whom he muſt name as Accomplices in 
his Crime; and as none that is once taken up by 
the Inquiſition, does ever eſcape without undergo- 
ing the Torment of the Rack; ſo there is rarely 
any one got in there, but it is the Occaſion of 
bringing in many more; and ſo it goes on with- 
out end, and this eſpecially among the Rich, where 
it always falls heavy, and not only upon their Per- | 
ſons, but alſo their Eſtates; and when the Head 
of a Family is taken up, all their Effects are im- 
mediately ſeized on, and that is never reſtored, 
though the Perſon ſhould eſcape with his Life; 
which if he does, he may beg his Bread for the 
reſt of his Days, as the others of his Family may 
do in the mean time, who are all turned out of 
Doors as ſoon as ever the Maſter of the Houſe is 
carried before the Holy Oſſicde. | 
And ſuch Terrors as theſe may very well deter 
People from venturing to incur ſuch Penalties, and 
may make them endeavour to wink hard, and per- 
ſuade themſelves they are in a ſafe Way, rather 
than by enquiry, to expoſe themſelves' to a cer- 
tainty of ſuch diſmal Sufferings ; but thongh ſuch 
Reaſons as theſe may be more than abundantly 
fuſficient to retain thoſe who are under 
the 'more immediate Power and Reach of this 
Tyranny, one would think it need not be ſo with 
thoſe, who having a happier: Scituation, are in no 
ſuch danger; and living among Proteſtants, may 
have opportunity to inform themſelves, as well as 
they have Warnings given them of the Dangers 
of their State. * 
But thoſe, though they are not holden in by 
the fame outward force, are no leſs RE 
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nd tied up by thoſe inward ones, thoſe bands up- 
— i and after they have once imbibed 
thoſe Principles of Superſtition, and have been 
brought to make a Conſcience of admitting any 
Doubts, or bearkening to any Arguments oppo- 
ling their Opinions, it is not eaſie for them ei- 
ther to aſſume the Liberty of the rational Nature, 
or to diveſt themſelves of thoſe falſe Opinions, that 
have ſo grown up, and are become rooted in them; 
and for theſe Reaſons it is, that, humanely ſpeak- 
ing, ſo few of the Papal Subjects do ever eman- 
cipate themſelves from her Chains; beſides what 
may be attributed to the judicial Blindneſs under 
the judgment of God, by which they are harden- 
ed, and made like the Idols they Worſhip, having 
Eyes they ſee not, and having Ears they hear not. 

But, however this may be the Caſe of the Com- 
monalty of the Papal Kingdom, one can hardly 
think it to be the ſame with their Rulers and 
Guides; and it is ſcarce poſſible to believe but they 
muſt know the Impoſture, and be conſenting to 
it, at leaſt, the Learned of them; and thoſe who 
have any recourſe to the Scriptures, can hardly 
be ignorant of the Oppoſition of their Doctrines 


to them; and it is a ſiga they are not ſo, that 


they do ſo carefully keep thoſe Divine  Oracles. 

lock'd up, and conceal'd from the Eyes of their 
People; nor is there any thing they have ſo much 
reaſon to fear, nor that would prove fo fatal to 
their Kingdom of Darkneſs, as the ſhining. Light 
of thoſe Truths; for if that Candle were bur 
once permitted to he ſet in the Candleſtick, and 
no longer kept under a Buſnel, it would give Light 


to all in the Houſe, and the Popiſh Religion would 


all fall to the Ground, and vaniſh of it ſelf, like 
Shadows at the approach of Day. If the Bi- 


ble made for the Popiſh Religion as much as it 


makes againſt it, they would be free enough to 
perm the Reading; if their Doctrine were to be 
touad in the Scripture, no Encouragement odd | 
* a | 7 A 1 +» 1 be 
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be wanting to their — for we ſee how glad 
their Controverſial Writers are, when they can 
Rand any thing in Scriptore that ſeems to look 
their way; one ſingle Word or Phraſe in Scri- 
pture, that they can by any force or 0 rhe 
wreſt to favour their Opinions, how_ do the 
make the moſt of it, and how mightily. do they 
Triumph in it, and ſet it forth in their Books, as 
ſeemingly the moſt ample Quotation? BY 
As for Example, that famous Place of theirs 
for Tranſubſtantiation This is my Body. And he 
was krtown of them in breaking Bread, Luk. XXIV. 
35. where the Apoſtles were aſſembled together 
to break Bread; for giving Bread only, and no 
Wine. And that of Malachi I. 11. In every Place 
Incenſe ſhall be offered in my Name, and a pure Of> 
fering ; for the Uſe of Incenſe, and for the Sacri- 
fice of Maſs: And for the Uſe of Images, God's 
having appointed the Figures of Cherubmms to be 
made in the Tabernacle, and the Brazen Serpent in 
the Wilderneſs. And for Purgatory ; He ſhall be 
ſeved ſo as by Fire, 1 Cor. III. 15. 4 55 e, and 
ſuch like, they pretend to be full Proofs of thoſe 
ſeveral Poctrines; though to thoſe who go thro? 
the whole Scriptures, and take the whole ſcope 
and connexion of one Place with another, it is 
found to be quite otherwiſe, And *tis a figa thoſe 
Doctors themſelves are conſcious of this, that they 
dare not, nevertheleſs, truſt their People to ſee 
with their own Eyes, and to ſearch the Scri- 
ptures themſelves, where there is ſo much Proof 
on their ſide. But they muſt ſtill take their Word, 
and have nothing of Scripture but at ſecond hand, 
as they find it in their Books, and in ſuch bits and 
ſcraps as they think fit to give it them; and while 
they do ſo, what opinion can one have of their 
Honeſty ?' aud what can one think, but they muſt 
Sin againſt Light and Knowledge? tho” it muſt 
withal be confeſs'd in their favour, (to give the 
Church of Rome her due) that they woul "—_ 
— . e 
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let fall à great many of their Errors, won'd drop 
many of their Cuſtoms, if they cou'd tell how, with- 
out the Shame of owning themſelves to have err'd. 
All the Palliations of her modern Writers, who 
endeavour to ſet forth a more refin'd ſort of Po- 
pery, and to pare off ſome of the groſſeſt Parts of 
it, ſhow how fain they would make ſomething of 
it better, if they might; but their Proteſtant Ad- 
verſaries won't let them; they have their Eye 


Irs upon them, and watch them too narrowly to ſuf- 
he fer them to do it; they ſhall not drop their falſe 
V.  Dodrines in that fly manner, and then be ready 
er to face the World down they never held them. 
Io No; let them fairly renounce their Infallibility, 
4 and acknowledge themſelves to have err'd, and then, 
fa in God's Name, let them reform as ſoon as they pleaſe. 


But in the mean time thus it is; and for refu- 
ſing the uncertain Foundation of groundleſs Tra- 
ditions, and the Receiving ſor Doltrines the Come 

mandments of Men; and not admitting the prophane 
and old Wives Fables, and the cunningiy deviſed 
Stories of them who lay in wait to decerve, the ſin- 
cere Profeſſors of the Truth have in all Ages, ſince 
the growth of Popery, been killed all the Day long, 
and are accounted as Sheep appointed to be Slain : 
The Roman Church burning always in Rage and 
Malice againſt thoſe of the Reformed; and never 
ceaſing in her reſtleſs Endeavours to ruine them, 
or elſe to bring them back to her Communion : 
The Roman Religion being of all others the moſt 
Fierce and Bloody, and the moſt inſatiate in Cru- 
elty, that ever was in the World, having this to 
aggravate her fault, That it is worſe in Her, than 
in the Heathens : For ſhe in this barbarous man- 
ner abuſes them that are her own Fleſh, who are 
Servants of the ſame Maſter, Diſciples of the ſame 
Lord, believing in the ſame Saviour, whoſe ſacred 
Name ought to endear them to each other, and 
for whoſe ſake, they ſhould love as Brethren; it 
being His peculiar Command to all his Followers, 
| | 3 3 ** that 
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be wanting to their ftudy; for we fee how glad 
their Conrroverfial Writers are, when they can 
find any thing in Scripture that ſeems to look 
their way; one ſingle Word or Phraſe in Scri- 
pture, that they can by any force or ſtraini 
wreſt to favour their Opinions, how. do the 
make the ' moſt of it, and how mightily. do they 
Triumph in it, and fer it forth in their Books, as 
ſeemingly the moſt ample Quotation? BN 

As for Example, that famous Place of theirs 
for Tranſubſtantiation ; This is my Body. And he 
was krtown of them in breaking Bread, Luk. XXIV. 
35. where the Apoſtles were aſſembled together 
to break Bread; for giving Bread only, and no 
Wine. And that of Malachi I. 11. In every Place 
Incenſe ſhall be offered in my Name, and a pure Of 
fering ; for the Uſe of Incenſe, and for the Sacri- 
fice of Maſs: And for the Uſe of Imupes, God's 
having appointed the Figures of Cherubims to be 
made in the Tabernatle, and the Brazen Serpent in 
the Wilderneſs. And for Purgatory ; He ſhall be 
faved fo as by Fire, 1 Cor. III. 15. 4 ©; e, and 
ſuch like, they pretend to be full Proofs of thoſe 
ſeveral Doctrines; though to thoſe who go thro? 
the whole Scriptures, and take the whole ſcope 
and connexion of one Place with another, it is 
found to be quite otherwiſe. And 'tis a ſign thoſe 
Doctors themſelves are conſcious of this, that they 
dare not, nevertheleſs, truſt their People to ſee 
with their own Eyes, and to ſearch the Scri- 
ptures themſelves, where there is ſo much Proof 
on their fide. But they muſt ſtill take their Word, 
and have nothing of Scripture but at ſecond hand, 
as they find it in their Books, and in ſuch bits and 
ſcraps as they think fit to give it them; and while 
they do ſo, what opinion can one have of their 
Honeſty ?' aud what can one think, hut they mnſt 
Sin againſt Light and Knowledge? tho' it muſt 
withal be confeſs'd in their favorr, (to give the 
Churghzof Rowe her due) that city would gladly 
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let fall à great many of their Errors, won'd drop 
many of their Cuſtoms, if they cou'd tell how, with- 
out the Shame of owning themſelves to have err'd. 
All the Palliations of her modern Writers, who 
endeavour to ſet forth a more refin'd fort of Po- 
y, and to pare off ſome of the groſleſt Parts of 
it, ſhow how fain they would make ſomething of 
it better, if they might; but their Proteſtant Ad- 
verſaries won't let them; they have their Eye 
upon them, and watch them too narrowly to ſut- 
fer them to do it; they ſhall not drop their falſe 
Doctrines in that ſly manner, and then be ready 
to face the World down they never held them. 
No; let them fairly renounce their Infallibility, 
and acknowledge themſelves to have err'd, and then, 
in God's Name, let them reform as ſoon as they pleaſe. 
But in the mean time thus it is; and for refu- 
ſing the uncertain Foundation of groundleſs Tra- 
ditions, and the Receiving for Doltrines the Come 


. mandments of Men; and not admitting the prophane 


and old Wives Fables, and the canningly deviſed 
Stories of them who lay in wait to deceive, the ſin- 
cere Profeſſors of the Truth have inall Ages, ſince 
the growth of Popery, been killed all the Day long, 
and are accounted as Sheep" appointed to be Slain : 


The Roman Church burning always in Rage and 


Malice againſt thoſe of the Reformed; and never 
ceaſing in her reſtleis Endeavours to ruine them, 
or elſe to bring them back to her Communion : 
The Roman Religion being of all others the moſt 
Fierce and Bloody, and the moſt inſatiate in Cru- 
elty, that ever was in the World, having this to 
aggravate her fault, That it is worſe in Her, than 
in the Heathens : For the in this barbarous man- 
ner abuſes them that are her own Fleſh, who are 
Servants of the ſame Maſter, Diſciples of the ſame 
Lord, believing in the ſame Saviour, whoſe ſacred 
Name ought to endear them to each other, and 
for whoſe ſake, they ſhould love as Brethren; it 
being His peculiar Command to all his Followers, 
"& R r . * that 
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that they ſhould love one another, and make them- 
ſelves known of all Men to be his Diſciples; not 
ſo much by their Creeds, as by their Charity. 
And how contrary the Roman Church, in all her 
— to this, as well as many other of the 

3 of his Goſpel, is but too notoriouſly. ma- 
nifeſt. v nod N 
But indeed, to ſpeak out, and Characterize that 

- Church aright; She is not ſo properly to be cal- WM 
led a Church, nor her Dog+maſs to be eſteemed a | 
Religion, as a Faction, a Combination, a Corpo- 
ration, a Body Politick, erected only upon carnal 
Motives, and ſubſiſting only upon worldly Sup- 
— and upheld by Craft and humane Policy. 

I ſpeak here of the Church of Rome as it ſtands 
diſtinguiſn'd from all the Reformed Churches by 
their Trent Creed, which is properly the Faith, 
by which the Church of Rome is diſtinguiſhed and 
divided from all other Chriſtian Churches, who 
deny this Trent Creed, and hold only the Apoſto- 
lick one; which, though in common with them, 
the Church of Rome does profeſs to hold likewiſe; 
yet ſhe does virtually, and in effect deny, by hav- 
ing ſuperadded that other to it, by which the 
Chriſtian Faith is overthrown, all the Doctrine of 
the A poſtolick Creed being invalidated by the Ad- 
dition of that of Trent, without which, according 
to her Doctrine, it is inſufficient for Salvation. 
For if the Believing of the Headſhip of Chriſt to 
his Church is not enough, without believing the 
Headſhip of the Pepe; if Union with Chrift, can- 
not ſave without Union with the Pope; if believ- 
ing the Forgiveneſs of Sins, will not do without 
believing the Pope to have that Power; it believ- 
9 ing a Heaven and Hell, without believing a Pur- 
| gatory; Praying to Chriſt, without. praying to 
Sainte; Truſting in his Merits alone, witheut truſts 
ing in theirs; Worſhipping a Saviour in Heaven, 
without . worſhipping his lmage on Earth; Re- 
ceivigg Bread and Wine in Commemoration of 
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Him, and Feeding on Him by Faith, without 
Tot believing you grind Him with. your Teeth, and 


ty. ſwallow Him inta' the Stomach, like Meat to be 
er caſt ont into the Draught; Believing Him to have 


he offered himſelf once upon the Croſs, without be- 
= lieving He is offered by the Prieſt every Day in 
the "Maſs ;, taking the Apoſtle's Word, Heb. X. 
12. for his being for ever ſat down at the right” 
Hand of God, inſtead of theirs, for being at every 
turn brought down by them upon Earth : If none 
of all theſe, I fay, are ſufficient withcut the other, 
why, it is of no value, and only like ſo many Cy- 
phers without a Figure, and ſtands for nothing at 
all. Thoſe truly Chriſtian Doctrines being of no 
avail of themſelves, if they cannot ſave without 
the Addition of thoſe of Trent. t 
Therefore of that Church it is I ſpeak, of which 
the Pope is the Head, and the Trent Creed is the 
Faith; and of that Church, I ſay, it is nothing 
but a Faction, a Party in Combination againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, and the Power of Godlineſs; and is al- 
together ſupported by Humane, or rather Diabo- 
lical Policy, and has no Chriſtianity in it, nor no 
other Aims but what are Secular and Worldly. 
Our Saviour has told us, the Children of thit 
World are in their Generation wiſer than the Chil- 
dren of Light; and the Church of Rome is a moſt 
manifeſt Inſtance of it. Her Arts to maintain her 
Power, to encroach upon others, to acquire Riches, 
to enlarge her Dominions, and to eſtabliſh her So- 
vereignty and Rule, ſo much outdoes all other 
Societies, as is no where the like to be found through- 
out the whole compaſs of the World: For firſt, 
it is an Empire, eſtabliſhed under the Sovereignty 
of the Pope; and he being the Head and Centre 
of Unity, there is from him a Correſpondence ſet- 
tled through all the Circuit of his Dominion; and 
from Rome, the Seat of his Kingdom, to the utmoſt” | 
Corners of the Earth, wherever his subjects are 
ſpread, there is an lutelligence kept with him, and 
x l . Ils 
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14 is Intelligence is maintained by the Trick of Ay» 
e dees, by which they have all the a 
tle af their Flock in Yoke. Every ſingle Soul a- 
mong them being under the Guidance of his a 
feſſor, and having his Conſcience in the Hand of 
his Prieſt; and thoſe Directors themſelves are un- 
er the Hands, of other Directors, and in many 
ſubordinate Degrees, under their vera! Superi- 


ors, and according as the latereſt of their Polity. I | 


requires, the inferior Prieſt ſends to his Biſhop, 
or to his Provincial, or to the General of his Ox-, 
der; and ſo on to the Nuncio, and to the Pope; and 
as occaſion requires, give account of their Affairs, 
and take Directions how to proceed, and how to 
manage their Iutereſts. 8 Ve e 
For this Trick of Confeſſion, is a great Means. 
A upholding. their Government, and a, main In- 
rument of their Power; for by this they keep the, 
Conſciences of all their People in SubjeRion.; and 
by. this, they know their Tempers, and find out 
every Man's Deſigns; and by this they turn and 
wind them which way they pleaſe, They can in 
Confeſſion, infuſe. what Opinions they think fit; 
if any be in danger to break off from their Com- 
munion, they preſently know of it; if any have 
Scruplesor diſlike to any thing in the Church, they 
can immediately cruſh it; if they cannot ſatishe it, 
they can check. and ſtifle it in the Birth. | 
© Here, if they have any Villany to be committed, 
à Prince to be aſſaſſinated, or any, Thing or Per- 
ſon to be remov'd out of their Way, they can tell 
where to find a harden'd Villain fit for their pur- 
poſe, and, in Confeſſion, inſtruct him in what they 
would have done, and perſuade him of the Merit 
of ſuch an Undertaking, and provide him with an 
Abſolution if he die in the Attempt. 
When they have occaſion to ſet up the Credit 
of any Doctrine, of any particular Image, or Church, 
or Order; they know where to pick out fome Vi- 
kogary Nun for their purpoſe, to ſelec out of thoſe 
« x 1 — * he | Pri- 
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muſe them, and ſtay. their Thoughts from 10 


ah 9 Matchings, and Faſtings, they can bring 

ree of Flatus they cafe; and, this wich 
the kit ul Management of a wiſe Confeſſor, m 
produce Divine Revelations and ' Diſcoveries, 5 
whatſoever they have need f. 


Another of their Arts 2 and blen is mans yl 7 


likewiſe y the Means of Confeſſion, is to FE 
le Fro all ſetiops Enquities into the Grondey 
7 ir We and for e he Guides of Souls 
are to keep areful Wark, nd When they meet 
with” any ſe erions, "br. inquiſitive Tempers, they are 
to curd them, and either to employ, chem much 
Devotion, to fill up 1 7 time, that they may 6 
read; or if they will read, I ſuch Books iat 
Gay Hands as mall tire them, aud take off thei 
wage with tedious. an unprofitable Reading. T0 
Merry and Gay, they allow their fill of Diver- 
ſion, let Went Card, by Dance, and Sing, and Pla) 
and What they y in; any thiog but ſearching 4 
inking, Ai 4 to the Devoyt and Superffirious, 
rayers, und Pilgrimages, ha the like, muſt a: 


out of Bounds; and of theſe Two Sorts, are 
of the People generally in 'Pop;ſh Countries, eithe 
the Thoughtleſs and Gay, or the Superſtitious and 
Devout; 4*) in theſe two Ways they are taught 
to fill up their Time, and never allowed nor 
couraged in any deep ſearch, or ſevere Boqufe 
after Truth. 

Another Artifice of Papal Craft, is the'buſinefs © 
of the orgs of the Clergy, who being all with- 
out Wives; y which means they are more in» 
tirely at the Pope's Command, and more at leiſure © 
to attend his Buſineſs ; and having no ties at home 


of Wife and Children, are ready to go and come 


at any time; and being without any ſuch Relati- 
on, give no Pledges to the State and Government 
wherein they live for their good Behaviour. Beſides 


that, not having their Affections excited by the 
. E * Endear- 
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Prifons one . of the hopefulleſ fantaſtick Girls, whom, 
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Endearments of ſuch Relations, they are leſs: ten- 
kk earted than other Men, and ſo fitter to be 
Executioners of all his Deligns 3 and the 15 
ricle of his Supremacy; and the ladependency of 
the Eccleſiaſtick upon the Civil Power, transferr 
all their Allegiance to, the Pope, make them ering 
10 75 1 adhere to him. 
theſe Clergy of his are a. main Support. of 
Power, eſpecially, the. . en Clergy, Who 
1 oy numerous in all Po 7 8 rp erg and ma- 
of them very Rich th, reat Eudow- 
sand Reyenues Pong 15 he grea  Convents ; 
FI yrs are entirely devoted to the latereſt of 
e Papacy, and Deſtruction of the Proteftants ;, and 
e ready to compaſs Sea and Land to make their, 
roſelytes; and ſeaye no Stone unturned to o Err, 
throw the Proteſtant, Churches, and to bring che 
Lin 7 * of Rome, Theſe 115 Proteſtant Con, 
trie put themſelves in all ſorts of D iſguiſes; 
Pete 15 1 Callings and Employmegts; 51 ot 
elves into all. Companies and Councils; A 
185 all publick es. welch an invent and 
51 Rumoutrs; to create ſea uſi es; foment 
12 955 ntents; ir vp Diſſentions; and are 8 155 
1000 
1 


ke ſides wherever there is moſt miſchief to 

ne to the, Aﬀairs of the Proteſtants ; ; and to 

take part with .whomſoever is moſt in Condition 
to do it; making it their conſtant Buſineſs, and 
deavour to Jet Proeſtants at variance, to 
ring them to ruine, and to dam them one a- 
inſt another. And of theſe Monaſticks, his Ja- 
niſaries, the Pope draws out great Detachments 
whenſoeyer he has occaſion ; and whenſoever any 
blow is to be given to the Proteſtant Intereſt, then 
theſe flock over in great Numbers, to be ready 
with their helping Hand; and if it happen that 
they fail of their ſtroke, why then they have but to go 
back again to the Place from whence they came, 
tet 1 into their 3 and there lie by 
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til another opportunity ſo that they are 2 fort { 


of Militia, reſently to be raiſed upon any occaſi- 
on; and with this Army of his, the Papacy has 
defended it ſelf, and annoy'd its Enemies from 
time to time; and the Order of Jeſuits inſtituted 
by Ignatius juſt at the Time of the Reformation have 
been moſt eminently ſerviceable to this End,” and 
contributed not a little to the upholding the Pa- 
pacy when it ſeemed ready to ſink; and how much 
confuſion and trouble they have, and ſtil] do occaſion 
among, Proteſtants, experience does but too ſadly te- 
ſtifie. And whoever will obſerve, may ſee what 
an influence they have, and what turns they can 
give.to the prejudice of the Proteſtant Intereſt, into 
whichſoever Scale they caſt their Weight. An 

thing about which the ' Papss think fit to clamour, 


What a Noiſe it ſhall make? and any thing abour 


which they think fit to keep ſilence, how eaſil 
ſhall it be huſh'd ? and that nothing makes ſo lou 
a Roar, as that wherein their. Voices join, to help 
the Cry. So buſy are they, and ſo contiqually 
upon the Watch agaiaſt the . Proteſtant Intereſt, 
and ſo conſtantly at hand; theſe flying Squadrons 
of their Clergy, who have no other Work ſo'much 
to do, as to go about among the Proteſtants, 
ſeeking whom they may devour. 
A Third Thing is, furniſhing People with a 
Religion conſiſting chiefly of Externals, and teach- 
ing them to reſt in Exterior Things, by which 
they are taken off from looking after the Interi- 
or Part and inward Power of Religion; and this 
being more agreeable to the corrupt Nature of 
Mankind, draws greater Numbers to this Com- 
munion, and keeps them with more eaſe ja it. 
A Fourth Thing may be reckoned, the Pretence 
of lofallibility, and that the Church cannot err; 
and this makes Men think themſelves ſafe in ſuch 
a Society. | + OWL 
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A Fifth Thiog is, the Damning all that differ 
from them; this makes People, through Fear, to 
run into her Pale; and if there de no Salvation 
without it, they* are 9941 to infer, there is h 
Damnation within it; and ſo ſhelter themſelves 
quictly. within her Boſonmn. 1 
Sixthly, The Pope's Pretence of the Power of the 
Keys 3, his Binding and Looſing, and his Proper- 
ty in the Trl Merits, and in diſpenſing 
Indulgenie z theſe Things make People reſt them“ 
ſelves under his Shadow. | | 
A Seventh Thing is, the Golden Cup he has in 
his Hand; the Riches he has to give and buy Peo- 
le to his Party. 3 3 
And Eighthly, what does as much as all the 
teſt, and that which keeps the Door, that none 
of theſe Priſoners ſhall get out or eſcape, is the 
Severity of Perſecution, the Terrors of the In- 
quiſition, and the ſtrict Watch that is kept by that 
curſed and mercileſs Court to ſuppreſs all 12 
of Truth, and to cruſh in the Beginnings all En- 
eee. | | 
pon theſe Pillars does this formidable Babel 
ſand, and by theſe is ſhe born up; beſides what 
Foundation it has in the Decrees of Divine Pro- 
vidence, which has thus given it permiſſion, and 
fore-ordain'd the Time and Manner of its Reign. 
„, And to this, above all Things, is it to be at- 
. ” tributed. All the Baſis it has from Humane Pow- 
er and Policy, could not be ſufficient ; though 
ſtrong and ſubtle as it is, yet all could not do, 
if Gd in his infinite Wiſdom had not ſeen fir, 
for the wiſe Ends of his Providence, to ſuffer ſuch 
a Myſtery of Iniquity to work, and to give Men 
vp to the Deluſions of it; but thus it is written, 
and thus it behov'd to be; elſe, naturally ſpeaking, 
no crift of Policy, neither Humane nor Diaboli- 
cal, cculd ever thus have eſtablifd it. All the 
rn - abſurd. and impious as they 
pere, had nevex ſuch a God for their Author. 
IS WER Led 
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They knew wit God, and therefore did Serwier +4 
them' which by nature were no Gods.” Being ignorant 
of the true God, or having only ſome perpiex'd 
and confuſed Notions, and not knowing thoſe 
Attributes of Perfection which are ſo Eſſential to 
his Nature, it was impoſſible that ia ſuch Igho- 
rance they could ever frame any Religion that 
could be ſuitable, or worthy of his Nature; and 
while they believed a multiplicity of Gods, and 


8 thoſe Gods to be Patterns or Patrons of all Hu- 
* mane Vices, no wonder if they worſhipped them 
N with Rites accordingly, gg. 
n hat for ſuch a Religion as the Popiſh, to be built 
7 upon the Chriſtian; ſuch a Babel to be rafed up- 


on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and the Prophets, 
2 Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-Srons : 

uch a ſtrange Slip to be ſet into the true Vine: 
Such a degenerate Plant to be grafted into the 
good Olive Tree; that is the Subject of (Aſto- 
niſnment, and whoever well conſiders it, muſt 
needs, with St. John, wonder with great Admiration. 

To perſuade the World, which Chriſt came to 
enlighten, that to dwell ia Darkneſs, was the ſu- 
reſt Way to know ; and to let Men know. that 
God had made a full Revelation of his Will, and 
yet that the beſt Way to obey, was to be in lg- 
norance of it. That there was ſuch a Book as the 
Holy Scriptures given by Inſpiration of Gd; but 
that it was very unſafe to look iato it. That 
God cannot Lye, nor Deceive; but that to hear 
him ſpeaking in his Word, was the ſare Way to 
be deceived, and corrupted from the Truth. That 
God is the God of Truth; but that his written 
Word is framed to deceive, and to lead the con- 
ſcientious and ſincere Students of it into dange- 
rous Errors. So that upon the whole, to be ig- 
norant and blind, that is, to be willing to be ſe- 
duced and deceived, was the next Way to be his 
Diſciples; and that they whv ſtudied his Word 
"leaſt, would be likely to obey him beſt; This is 
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prodigions and amazing! To tell People that God, 
who requires Truth in the deer am will be 
ſerved: with Mock-Shews: That He who is 3 Spi- 
rit,. will be worſhipp'd any otherwiſe than in Spi- 
rit and in Truth, and pleaſed with any other than 
4 ſpiritual Service: That He is a God of infi- 
nite Holineſs and Purity; and yet that all man- 
ner of Licentiouſneſs and Uncleanneſs may con- 
fiſt with a Memberſhip of his Church, and with 
the hopes of Heaven: That He is a God de- 
lighting in Mercy; and that barbarous Mortifica- 
tions and Lacerations of our own Fleſh, and in- 
humane Maſſacring of others, can render us ac- 
ceptable to Him, or be promoting of his Service : 
That He is 4 jealous God; and yet that He will 
ſhare his Honour with his Creatures, and give 
his Glory to another, and his Praiſe to graven J. 
mages. | | 

That He is a conſuming Fire; and yet to ſet the 
Briars and: Thorns before him in Battle, the pre- 
tended Satisfactions of ſilly and ridiculous Penan- 
ces. To look for the Day that ſhall be revealed 
by Fire, and try every Man's Work of what ſort it 
35 5 and yet not to make their Buildings of Gold 
and Silver; but inſtead of ſuch Materials as will 
abide the Fire, to raiſe upon ſuch a pure Foun- 
dation, as the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, a Superſtructure 
of Hay and Stubble, the dead Works and unpro- 


World was not Redeem'd with Gold and Silver; 
but by the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb with- 
out Spot or Blemiſh, and yet-now to think to 
purchaſe Heaven by coſtly Offerings, rich 

Shrines, Altar. Cloths, and Plate, and Can- 
- dles, chargeable Paintings, Pavements, and fine 
.Buildiags ; Money laid out in ſtately Structures, 
Cc. inſtead of the real good Works of Righte- 
.onſacſs and true Holineſs. 

To believe that the Wedding Garment in which 
they | mult be found, who are admitted to. the Sup- 
ng. at 2 1 
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Hrable Services of Superſtition. To know that the 
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1, per of the great King, is the Habit of the Fran 
X Mciſcans, or Dominicans, or ſome ſuch Religious Or- 
der, in which, to put their dead Bodies into the 
Grave, ſhall make them able to abide the appears 
ing of Chriſt, the Day of Appearing, and to ſtand 
before his: Judgment Seat. To know, that a Chri- 
ſtian is to wreſtle, not only with Fleſh and Blood, 
but againſt Principalities and Powers, againſt the Ru- 
lers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual 
Wickedneſs in high Places; and to arm themſelves 
for ſuch a Combat, with the Cow! of St. Dominick, 
the Se apulary of the Virgin, and the Cord of St. Fran- 
cis. To believe the Devil, 'as a roaring Lion, goes 
about ſeeting whom he may devour ;, and yet to go 
about to encounter him with © ſuch Weapons, in- 
ſtead of the Armour of God, which the Apoſtle 
deſcribes to be the Shield o Faith, the Helmet of 
the Hope of Salvation, the Breaſt-plate of Righteonſ= 
neſs, and Girdle of Truth. | | 

To believe that St. Twgullns kill'd the Devil; 
St. Dunſtan pull'd him by the Noſe; St. Dominick 
made him burn his Fingers; St. Bernard cudgel'd 
him with a great Stick, muſt make them 'mightily 
upon their Guard againſt ſuch an Adverſary, and 
reſolute to reſiſt his Aſſaults. Rr TY 

That he ſhould come in the Night to make a 
Noiſe about a Man's Pillow, to make a Stiak in 
his Chamber, to make Mouths like a Monkey, or 
skip about like a Flea, to tempt a Chriſtian from 
his Duty, or diſturb him in it: This is ſuch ri- 
diculous ſenſleſs ſtuff, as one would think, ſhould 
not paſs upon any one of common Senſe. To 
repreſent the Chriſtian Warfare after this fooliſh 
rate, maſt give a Man a great Idea of the Cou- 
rage required to ſuch a Combat, and of the Re- 
wards belonging to ſuch a Conqueſt; and is alto- 
gether ſo horridly ridiculous and childiſh, as muſt 
reader Chriſtianity the very Scoff and Deriſion of 
even. the very Heathens the mſelves. And it ſeems 
ſo unaccountably ſtrange, that People endued wit 
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Reaſon ſhonld be thus deluded, and capable of f. 
much credulity, that we can hardly believe it 
though: we ſee it with our Eyes. And moſt cer. nd 
tain it is, that whenever the bleſſed Time ſhal ai 
come (as from the Propheſies of the holy Seri. 
ptures we have moſt undoubted Grounds to expect ie: 
will) that this Antichriſtian Religion ſhall: be a 
an end, and have its period in the World; it 
will be impoſſible: to perſuade the Generations of 
after Times, that ever there was ſuch a Religi: 
on in the World; that ever all this Legendary 
Tuff could paſs upon the World for Truth; or 
that any Church ſhould pretend to call her ſelf": 
Chriſtian, and the only Catholick, from a Profeſ. 
ſion of Doctrines ſo utterly contrary to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and the. truly Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Faith of the  Aatient. Chriſtian Churches; and in 
all Parts of it ſo irrational, as one would think, 
could never poſſibly be impos'd upon humane Un- 
derſtandings, enlightea'd by any knowledge of 
God, or Revelation of his Will. 
For we. ſee, even at this time, that many of 
our own People, who are ſtrangers to the Popi(h 
Doctrines, and to the Cruelty of their Practices 
and who have not known the Depths of Satan 

hich are in it; it is hard to perſuade them it 
is ſuch a wicked Religion, as ſome would deſcribe 
it to be; they have tender and ſoft Thoughts of 
it, and think there is no Danger to be feared 
from it: But are ready to ſay, theſe Men are 
peaceable with us; let them dwell in the Land, and 
Trade there: Let us take their Daughters for Wives; 
and let us give them our Daughters. But whenever 
they try it, and foſter this Snake in their Bo- 
ſom, they ſhall find it bire like a Serpent, and ſting 
like an Adder. 
Wherever any Proteſtant State ſhall permit Pa- 
piſts to have any part in their Councils, to be 
encouraged. in their Courts, and to have any la- 
- fiuence ia their Affairs, they ſhall never f 
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el the dreadful Effects of it, and to find them 
ader mining the Proteſtant Religion, and the true 
hn - 3-6, \ 53 Um 
For the Deſign of Advancing their Religion ne- 
rer ceaſes, and there is one and the ſame Spirit 
pf Malice to the Proteſtant. Religion, and Pride of 
heir own, with an endeavour to deſtroy all that 
pppoſe it, that goes through the whole Body of 
gi. hat People, and animates them all throughout; 
and every Member of that whole Communion is 
more or leſs poſleſſed with it; though, as in the 
natural Body, ſome Parts are more Vital than o- 
thers, as the Heart and Head, than the Hand and 
Foot; ſo this is in the Clergy, chiefly; but all 
partake of it; and however civil Iatereſt may 
happen to make them mix and join together in 
Confederacies; yet ſtill the purpoſe of Deſtroying 
the Proteſtant Religion never ſlackens, nor is at 
DO © io AR RON: bo 
But becauſe we. do not always feel the Teeth of 
this Serpent, and while in this Nation we are at 
preſent happily, through God's Bleſſing, out of 
the Reach of it, a great mauy among us will not 
believe there is any hurt in it, or that the Devil 
nit is ſo black as he is painted. 9825 
ribe Though all this while it muſt be confeſſed, and 
off no Proteſtant Seas. do deny it, that there are 
red many devout and fincerely pious Perſons amoaug 
are thoſe of the Roman Communion. The Proteſtants 
2d do very freely own it, (and do not do by the Pai, 
e; 25 they do by them, ) they willingly give all ſuch 
ver good Perſons their juſt and deſerved Praiſes, and 
30. don't deſire to ſubſtract from the Merits of true 
no W_ Worth, wherever it is found. Vet this muſt. be 
ſaid, that it is not as Papiſts they arg ſo good, 
but as Chriſtians, That it is not any of, the Lo- 
arines of Popery that teaches the Chriſtian Duties, 
but the Dockrige of Chriſtianitiy; it is trom that 
Root they derive their Sweetheſs, it is from the 
ſavipg Faith of Chriſt, which they foie ia com- 
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mon with the Proteſtants, and that Doctrine which Ch. 
it according to godlineſs, the ſame which the Pro. {WTi: 
reſtants teach, and which, is to he found no when fro 
but in the holy Scripture; for the Study of which, the 
the Proreftants, at the Price of their Lives, con- 
tend it is from thoſe Fountains, theſe Waters of be! 
Life are drawn; and in that Vineyard of Spice; WW Pr 
is found that Honey, which but taſted thus at bu 
the end of a Rod, does ſo enlighten the Eyes; and 
how much more then would it be, if all the Peo-ſ fo 
ple might freely Eat thereof? . | 
There being, as has been ſaid, in the Roma ar 
Church, Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, about which tl 
Papiſts and Proteſtants are agreed; it is about the 
Additions to it, that the Diviſion is. 

The Field of the Lord was ſown with good Ml i 
Wheat, before the Enemy caſt in his Tares; and f 
thoſe who make their Feeding chiefly upon that! 
wholſome Food, may, through God's Mercy, re-. 
ceive Nouriſhment unto Eternal Life, ſo that the Iſl © 
_— Mixtures that are therein ſhall not hurt Il 4 

em, | | 
For it is the Chriſtian Doctrines only, that 
are the Food of Life; and all the reſt is no other 
than a deadly Poiſon, or empty Chaff and Stubble ; 
and thoſe Papiſts who do attain Salvation in the 
Roman Church, are ſuch, as get up to a Diſpen- 
ſation above it, and put not their Truſt in any 
of thoſe dead Works which that Church teaches, 
but in the Living God; and fincerely endeavour, 
amidſt all the Hindrances that beſer them, to 
perfect Holineſs in his Fear. 

It is from partaking of the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
not the Spirit of -Popery, which is Antichriſt, that 
any good is wrought in them; and could they but 
ſee and know what the Doctrines of the Reform- 
ed Churches are, without thoſe ſlanderous Diſ- 

guiſes under which it is repreſented to them, they 

Y Nould ſoon find the Proteſtants to be their Bre- 
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thren, of the ſame Houſhold of Faith, and to de- 
ſerve the right. Hand of Fellowſhip, for having done 
their Duty in purging out the Corruptions of the 
which Church, which the Iniquity and Ignorance of dark 
Pro Times had brought in; and refining the Gold. 
her from the Droſs, had brought it again as near as 
they could to the Primitive Standard. 
con. © But theſe good People, even thoſe that are the 
rs of beſt of the Roman Communion, are ſo blinded with 
pices MY Prejudice, that they can't ſee into theſe things z, 
5s ar but deceive themſelves with the Name of the 
and Catholick © Church, Antiquity, and Authority, and 
Pen MW fo bow'd down with Obedience to their Guides, 
that they can't think there is any thing good, but 
ma amongſt themſelves ; nor any Salvation, but within 
hich their own Pale. N n 
the And it is ſtrange to ſee what a wonderful In- 
fluence the giving any thing a good, or bad Name, 
ood i has in Peoples Opinion of it; and becauſe the 
and Papiſts take s themſelves the Name of Catho- 
that lick, and giv 
re- therefore. they ſatisſie themſelyes that they are the 
the only true Church, and all others, as Hereticks, 
wrt are to be abhorr'd, 8 
They oft urge upon the Proteſtants, that they 
that M fay in their Creed, they believe the holy Catho- 
her lick Church, for which, they reckon, they are ſelf 


le; ¶ condemned, if they do not own the Reman Church 
the to be that Catholick Church, and ſubmit their Be- 


en- lief to hers. But that does by no means follow; 
z0y chat becauſe they believe a Carholick Church, that 
es, the Church of Rome muſt be that Catbolick Church, 
ur, © and that all ſhe teaches is true. 

to : The Word Catholick, is uſed to ſignifie Univer- 
ſal, or General, and ſo to expreſs by Catholick Do- 
trine, that which is univerſally conſented to and 
agreed on, in oppoſition to Innovations and Here- 


Proteſtants the Name of Heretick, 


ties privily brought in; and in that Senſe, poſſible - 
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ms It is, that the Church of Rome aſſumes to her. 
5 ſelf the Title, but without any right to it, while 
We. He. A PROG = he 
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ſhe is not able to prove, either the Truth, the 
Antiquity,.or Uaiverſality of her Doctrine. 
The Proteftants believe a Catholick Church to have 
been ſince the World began, from the Time that 
there were Creatures in the World, capable to 
Worfhip God, the Son of God, beipg a Lamb [las 
from the Foundation of the World, to purchaſe to 
himſelf 2 glorious Church, © 
"The. largeſt and moſt comprehenſive, Notion of 
this Church, includes the Inhabitants both of Hea- 
yer and. Earth; the Church Triumphant” in, Hea- 
ven, and the Church Militant upon Earth, being 
all but one Church: And that which makes it fo, 
is the partaking all of that one and. the ſame” Spi- 
rit of Chriff, this is the Eſſence of Church Uni- 
ty, and therein it is inviſible. But the viſible 
Church upon Earth, is like a Man: made up of 
Body and Soul, who. is viſible in his Body only, 
but not in his Spirit, any further than as that 
Spirit of his exerts. it, ſelf in the Operations of 
tns Body.. 3 A - bai e 
- Viſibte Church-Memberſhip, is. by profeſſion of 
the fame Faith, Commutiion in the ſame Service, 
Government by the ſame Laws, Fe. _ 

Of thoſe, ſome may be more pure than others, 
ſome may have a better Confeſſion, others better Di- 
ſcipline, &c. Yet ſtill believing all in the ſame 
Saviour, and holding Him for their Head, they 
are all Members of his one Church; and as the 
Body is one, and has many Members, ſo the Multi- 
tude of particular Churches in every ſeveral Place 
and Country, make up the one General and U- 
niverſal Church. | 

But as in the Humane Body, ſome Members 
may be Wirthered, . Maimed, Diſtorted, and De- 
formed, but yet while they are united to the Bo- 
dy, they are ſtill a part of it. In this manner, 
Hypocrites and true Believers, pure Churches and 
corrupted ones, make but one Viſible Church; 
and in this Senſe only, will the Church be al- 
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ways viſible. Like the Net, wherein are contzin- 
ed Fiſh of every kind ; and the Field, wherein 
the Tares and Wheat grow together until the 
Harveſt. i D040) zo bios, SJ" 30 

And in this Senſe the Church of Rome bas al- 
ways been à viſible Church, from the Time of her 
fel Planting, in her primitive: Purity, when her 
Faith was ſpoken of throughout the World, till 
now in hex. Apoſtacy, that ſhe is become the Hold 
of every foul Spirit, and the Cage of every un- 
clean and hateful Bird. As a Man is the fame 
Perſon, | when in Health and walking about, as 
when in Sickneſs and keeping his Bed, or fitting 
up with the Zeprofie upon him. 
Prot eſt ants likewiſe believe a Communion of Saints, 
which Communion is likewiſe the ſame with Church 
Unity, a Fellowſhip in Spirit, and a Fellowſhipin 
Faith and Worſhip; and this has its ſeveral de- 
grees, and its Outward and Inward Part. 

The Promiſe: of Cheiſt to his Church, that the 
Gates of Hell ſhal nat prevail againſt it, aſfures us, 
that there is a Number of bis Ele& which ſhall 
be in all Ages; ſo that even where Satan's Seat 
is, there are ſome which. have kept the Faith, and 
have not denied his Name. But though Hell ſhall 
not prevail, it is not ſaid but it ſhall War, and 
ſhall annoy the Church, and that in many Places 
the Candleſtick ſhall be removed, though the Light 
ſhall never be put out. bo 8 

But what does all this make to the Papiſtt pur- 
poſe, or What is there in this to reproach the 
Proteſtants? | . 

It is wonderful to conſider, with what weak 
Arguments they can fatisfie themſelves, and think 
they overcome their Proteſtant Adverfaries; and 


how often they recur again to the ſame Points, 


though anſwered over and over; as that filly Que- 
ſtion, Where was your Church before Luther? Who . © 
built your Churches? What makes ſo many Dif- 

ferences in Religion, is it not the Reading of the 
| +." „„ NEE. 3; 
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Bible? And don't all the ſeveral Sets among you 
all read the Bible, and pretend to find their Doc- 
erines in it? How could you know the Bible to 
be the Word of God, but by Tradition? And 
how ſhould» you. underftand' the right Senſe and 
Meaning af it, but by Tradition? And how ſhould 
Controverſies be decided, but by the Authority of 
an infallible Gnide ? And St. Peter being the Prince 
of the. Apoſtles, Chriſt Founded his Church up- 
on him. 10 Du ino . 
_{ - To the Firſt, they have been anſwered; the Church 
before Luther was where it was afterwards ; juſt 
as the Wheat is in the Floor before it is winnowed 
from the Chaff. So afterwards it is the ſame 
Church ſtill, and in the ſame Place, only then 
Corrupted, but now Reformed; they did not 
make a new Church, any more than 1 * a new 
Temple when he cleanſed the old, and reformed 
the Jewiſh 'Worſhip by the Book of the Law: He 
brought aut of the Houſe of the Lord, all the Veſſels 
that were made for Baal, and brake down the Hou- 
ſes of the Sodomites that were by the Houſe of the 
Lord, and took away the Horſes that the Kings 4 
Judah had given to the Sun. And ſtill, with all theſe 
Alterations, he did not deface, nor take away the 
old Temple, nor change the true Worſhip, but 
reſtored it, and commanded the People to keep 
the Paſſover unto the Lord, as it is written in the 

Book of the Covenant, 2 King. XXIII. 

For the other, Who Built the Churches? It hard- 
ly deſerves an Anſwer; ſince no more can be in- 
- ferred from it, but that our Anceſtors lived be- 
fore us, and that their Poſterity of the ſucceed. 
ing Ages and Generations make uſe of what they find 
„provided to their Hand; but it argues nothing 
for the Purity of their Worſhip, or that we ſhould 
tread in their Steps, whether Right or Wrongz it 
appears by ſome ot their Structures, that their 
Worſhip was corrupt enough, they being fitted 
| K fe IE * F1, 9 e 
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rather for the ſaying 72 and worſhipping Salnts 
aud Relicks, than for the Conveniency of 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, in Prayer and Preaching the = 
Word. And many of their Churches in their | 
zreat Metropolis, the City of Rome, were built by 
he Heathens, and were Temples of their Idols, 
and which the Chriſtians afterwards made uſe of 
for Churches; and therefore the Argument will 
be as ſtrong for Heatheniſm, as for Popery. A 
if they will ſtill boaſt of their Antiquity, they muſt 
be told, that our Church was before theirs in 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who de- 
livered thoſe Truths which the Proteſtants main- 
tain, before there was any ſuch thing as Popery in 
the World. 
For Differences in Opinion by Reading the Bi- 
ble, it argues no more for the prohibiting the 
Uſe of it, than that becauſe ſome Men may ſtum- 
ble' in the Day-time, therefore it is better 
for all to walk in Darkneſs. The Bible is to the 
Church, as the Sun is to the Firmament; ſome 
Mens Eyes are weaker, and ſome ſee better by 
its Light than others; yet it is generally uſeful 
to all. | 
The Holy Bible is ſo penn'd, that all may un- 
derſtand ſome of it, and yet few can underſtand 
all, perhaps none while they are on this ſide Heaven 
for here we ſee but through a Glaſs darkly ;, and while 
Men are in Bodies of Clay, they will be ſubject 
to error, and to differences of Opinion, both from 
the different Sizes of their Underſtandings, and 
the Variety of their Paſſions, as well as from the 
ſublimity of the Subject of which the Scriptures _ 
treat; there are in them things hard to be under- © 
ſtood, and yet that does not hinder but that all 
ſhould read them; and our Saviour's Command is 
4a general, without diſtinction, Search the Scriptures, 
Joh. V. 39. Beſides, are the Scriptures in our 
Days harder to be underſtood by Chriſtians, than 
they "were formerly by Jews ? yet they were 
1 88 AR WF com- 
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commanded to each them to their Children; and 
their Women and Children, all, ſmall and great, 
were often called together to be preſent at te ſo- 
lemn Reading of them, as we may find, Deut. 
VI. 7. ENA X. 1. Weh. VIII. 2. 2 Kings XXIII. 
Scripture be a Cauſe of Differences in Opinion, 
the Ignorance of Scripture is a Cauſe more 
of dangerous Miſchiefs, being a certain Source of 
Error and Deluſion. | "Ws 
And then, for all the different Seas of Chri- 
ſtians, pretending to ground their Opinions upon 
Scripture, that only ſhews the univerſal Reſpect 
that all pay to it, and that all own it to be their 
Rule of Faith. | 
The Wiſdom of God has ſeen fit to leave fome 
Things not clearly determined, and to give way, 
as it were, to different Expoſitions, as it might 
be purpoſely, to exerciſe Mens Charity and mn- 
tual Forbearances of each other. St. Paul ſays, 
Kom. XIV, &c. One believeth that he may eat all 
Things, while another who is weak, eateth Herbs: 
And one Man obſerves one Day above another, and 
another eſteemeth every Day alike ;, and grants, that 
each may do it to the Lord, and requires only, 
that every Man ſhould be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, 


and that one ſhould not judge another; but ſpeaks 
of no infallible judge to determine the Point, 


nor any neceflity that each ſhould be of the ſame 
Opinion. | | 
While Men know but in Part, they can none of 


them know all. The higher and more perfect De- 


grees of Knowledge in ſome, and the leſſer and 
more imperfect Degrees of Knowledge in others, 


will make diverſity among the ſeveral Societies of 


Believers. 7. | 

There being, as the Scripture ſaith, x Cor. XII. 
Diverſities of Gifts from the ſame Spirit; and dif- 
ferences, of, Adminiſtration from the — Lord; and 
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eth al in all: And God hath ſet all the Members in 
the Body as it hath pleaſed him; the Feebler and 
the more Honourable, all making up but one. Body, 
united under the ſame Head, and animated by 
the ſame Spirit, the manifeſtation of which, in the 
Scripture, it given to every Man to profit withal ; 
in which ſome do profit more, and ſome leſs. But 
nothing of all this leſſens the value of the Scri- 

re, nor is an Objection againſt the general Uſe 
and Study of it, any more than it would be againſt 
the Uſe of wholſome Food, becauſe the ſame yields 
different Nutriment, according to the different diſ- 
poſitions of the Bodies that receive it. Mill, the 
Apoſtle ſays, is fit for Children, and ſtrong Meat 
for thoſe of full Age; this Tree of Lite bearing of 
both Kinds, he recommends to all to feed upon 
it, ſaying, It is profitable for inſtruction in Righte- 
onfneſs, 2 Tim. III. 16. And undoubtedly there is 
no Man that reads the Bible with a Conſcientious 
Deſire of Knowing the Will of God, and a rea- 
dineſs to yield Obedience to whatſoever can be 
made appear to him, to be delivered in thoſe ſa- 
cred Canons, but ſhall certainly find the Way to 
it Heaven, and can never err to Damnation. It be- 
7 ing only the Error of the Wicked, and a Man's Heart 
, not being right with God, by which he leads him - 


$ ſelf into Deſtruction and Perdition, The Scri- 
3 pture being the only outward Means given unto 
p Men, by which to know their Duty, and are the 

ſavour of Life unto Life in them that are ſaved ;, and 


f the ſavour of Death unto Death in them that periſh. 
And for Tradition giving Authority to the Scri- 
ptures, or 2 neceſſary to the Underſtanding 
them, it is all falſe. Tradition is no more than 
the Hand that conveys them, and the Scriptures 
themſelves carry their own evidence in themſelves, 


Man may have a. Letter brought him from a 

Friend, in which the Hand and Seal, the Stile and 
lubjec gatter of the Letter may alſure-a. Man from 
{ 2 A 8 | 2 ' 
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as the Sun is ſeen by its own Light. And as a 
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whom it comes, more than the ' Livery or Pre- 
tences of the: Servant that delivers it. And Tra- 
dition alone could have ſignified nothing to have 
given value to the Bible, if its own worth had not 
done it, and upheld its Credit and Authority 
throughout all Ages and Generations. And to ſet 
op Tradition as a Supplement to the Bible, is to 
take Men off from a moſt certain and invariable 
Rule, to a moſt doubtful and uncertain ; there be- 
ng nothing more. obſcure, and leſs to be depend- 
ed on. ü | 
We fee how the Knowledge of the true God 
was loſt in the World, and how confuſed and 
perplexed it became, where there was only Tra- 
dition to preſerve it. | 

For undoubtedly the Poſterity of Japhet might 
have from him, and from Noah, the Knowledge 
of the true God, as well as the Poſterity of Shem; 
and Abraham, we may be fure, did teach his Children, 
and his Houſhold after him, to fear the Lord; and 
did not fend the Sons of Ketural away, without 
iaſtrutivg them in the Knowledge of God, And 
yet how obſcure Footſteps were there any where 
to be found of the Knowledge of the true God, 
but only in the Line of Iſaac? 
In the firſt Ages of the World, when Mens Lives 
were of ſo great a Length, that one Man could ſee 
his Childrens Children to the Tenth Generation, 
Tradition might then carry ſome certainty in it. 
Shem, who had lived almoſt one Hundred years be- 
fore the Flood, might give an account of much that 
he had learnt from his Father Noah, and from his 
Grandfathers, Lamech and Merhuſelah, who both 
lived Cotemporary with Adam, Lamech Fifty ſix 
years, and Methuſelab Two Hundred forty three; 
and Shem living after the Flood Five Hundred 
Years, might be known to Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, and ſaw Jacob Fifty years old before he di- 
ed z and Jarob's. years were One Hundred and 
thirty at bis Death, and his Son Levi as many. . 
f « Q 75 n 4 N » \,"-- 
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So that Four or Five Men could deliver down the 
Hiſtory of above Two Thouſand years, by clear 
and freſh Teſtimony. 27 aan BY 
But after this, when it ſeemed good to the 
Wiſdom of God, to take Mens Lives off to a ſhort= 
er Date, He was pleaſed to cauſe all that He 
would have known to the World, to be written 
down, for a more certain conveyance to Poſteri- 
ty; and all theſe Things were written, as St. Paul 
ſays, 1 Cor. X. 11. for our Admonition, upon whom 
the Ends of the World are come; that we who live 
in Ages ſo remote, might know the great Works 
of God, and his Wonders of old Time, and be 
inſtructed in things. paſt ſo long before, by the 
certainty of a written Record; as he ſays, Rom. 
XV. 4. Whatſoever Things were written afore time; 
were written for our Learning, that we through Pa- 
tience and Comfort of the Scriptures might have hope; 
he does not ſay of Tradition, but of Scripture: 
Neither were the Ten Commandments delivered 
Orally to Afoſes, and to be kept in Remembrance 
by Tradition, but were given in written Tables; 
and when Moſes had broken thoſe firſt Tables, 
he was obliged, in their ſtead, to make new ones, 
wherein the ſame Law was again written down, 

So in the New Teſtament, we find that of the 
Hiſtory of all that Jeſus began both to do and teach, as 
much as was neceſſary to he known and beliey- 
ed in the World, was written down ; Theſe are 
written that ye might believe, Joh. XX. 3r. 
And St. Luke writing his Goſpel to his Friend 
Theophilus, ſays, that it was to the end that be might 
know the Certainty of thoſe Things wherein he had * 
been inſtructed; which, it ſeems, was no way ſa 
ſure, as by having it in Writing... + 

And do not we ſee at this Day, among thoſe . 
Nations where no Letters-are found, how little 
account they can give of themſelves, and how lit- 
tle is, to be learnt of their Ofigingl ; and what 

F Hiſtory. do we find the N Ladians to have of 
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their Kings, their Government, and of their Begin: 
nings, who have no Books to preſerve them? 

A Hear-ſay upon a Hear-ſay, is always look'd 

ypon as a poor Evidence, and never admitted in 
a Court of Juſtice. * 
And if all the Charters and our Acts of Parlia- 
ment were to be expounded and gloſs'd upon, and 
to be pieced out with Tradition, a Man would 
know very little what ſecurity he had, or what 
he was to truſt to for his Life or Eſtate. 

And it is very hard if our Heavenly Inheritance, 
and the Duties we owe to our God, muſt be ex- 
plain'd and inſur'd to us by no better a Help. 

St. Paul ſays, 2 Theff. II. 15. Hold faſt the Tra- 
ditions which ye have been taught, whether by Word 
or our Epiftle: And charges them further in theſe 
Words, Chap. III. 6. Withdraw from every Brother 
that walketh diſorderly, and not after the Tradition 
which be received of us. And this the Papiſts think 
js a Proof making much to their purpoſe in fa- 
your of Tradition, though it does not at all; for 
while the Apoſtles were living, and going about 
ex- among them, they might have many 

hings from them, that were not then written 
down; and while they were teaching continually 
from Place to Place, the Tradition might be car- 
ried from one Church to another ; but it does not 
follow, that, after their Deceaſe, any thing was 
left to be Believed and Practiſed in the Church, 
Which is not to be found written down. 

And the great Corruptions that were found in 
the Jewiſh Church, by ſetting: up the Arthority of 
Tradition, and the ſevere Reproofs which our Sa- 
viour gives to the great Abetkers of it, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, for having ſo rendered the Word of 
God of none effect by means of it, is a ſufficient 
& Prejudice againſt it. - g 

b T he Scriptures themſelves are their own beſt 
1 Expoſitors, by cotpparing one Place with angther; 
aud what help is iq he hes from aqua. 
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ter underſtanding them, is to be ſonght in writ- 
ten Records, and ſuch as carry in them Charact- 
ers of genuine Antiquity, and not ia ſuch an in- 
conftaat, variable; and doubtful Guide as Tradi- 
tion; which, inſtead of being an Aſſiſtant to the 
Diſcovery of Truth, is no other than a Fountain 
— Corruption, and an lalet to all Error and De- 
ce c. b | 

As for the Neceſſity of an infallible Judge to 
determine Controverſies, the Scripture has ſaid no 
ſuch thing, nor has told us where to find fuch a 
one; the only infallible Guide to which the Scri. 
ptures direct, being the Holy Spirit of God, who 
ſhall lead into all Truth thoſe who ſincerely ſeek 
to Him. | 

And for the Primacy of St. Peter, and the Church 
being built upon him, and the Popes being his 
Succeſſors, and deriving their Authority from him; 
their boaſted Text, Mate. XVI. 18. Thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon this Rock will I build my Church, does 
by no means prove it; being plainly ſpoken af Pe- 
ter's Faith, of which he had juſt made a Con- 
feſſion, ſaying, Ver. 16. Thou art Chriſt, the Son of 
the Living God. And not at all his Perſon, be- 
ing no more than a ſingle Stone in the ſame Build- 
ing, Eph. II. 20, 2 Cor. VI. 1. and Foundation 
with the reſt of his Brethren, the Prophets and 


the Apoſtles, who were all workers together with 


him. Or admit it were true, that Peter was Su- 


, 
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perior to the reſt of the Apoſtles, how do we 
find the Popes to be his Succeſſors? there can 
be no Scripture pretended for that, and it will be 
very hard to byild ones Faith of ſo important an Ar- 
ticle, upon any Authority leſs. And yet the main 


ſtreſs of this great Pillar reſts upon nothing bet- - 


ter, than mere humane Avthority, and that alto- 
gether forged and vain ; there is no proving from 


Scripture,” neither of Peter's Primacy, nor his ha- : 
U . Rome, and mych leis is there any 
. colour of pretence for the Pope's Supremacy,” of ? 


* 
= 


WS: 


GG 


0 


' 
_ 
ll D K 

1 


(88) 


his being St. Peter's Succeſſor, any more than o- 
thers his Fellow Biſhops, who are all equally Succeſ- 
ſors to St. Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, as 
much as the Biſhops of Rome. So that it is 
a very ſandy Foundation for ſo mighty a Building 
to ſtand upon, and to ſupport the Weight of an 
Article of ſuch Conſequence ;, and this, after they 
have been ſhew'd by the Proteſtants all the Steps 
by which the 'Papal:Greatveſs roſe, and that it 
was by the Favour of the Emperors of Rome, and 
that City being the Seat of their Reſidence, that 
made the Biſnop of Rome any thing more conſi- 
dered than another | Biſhop ; and it was by the 
Munificence of the Emperors, and afterwards! by 
their encroachments upon him, by which the Popes 
grew up to their Greatneſs, and nothing of any 
Divine Privilege or Prerogative derived from Sr. 
Peter, nor from St Peter's Maſter ; neither was 


ſuch a thing ſo much as pretended to for ſome 


Hundreds of Vears after our Saviour; but any 
thing ſerves turn to deceive thoſe who are given 


up to Deluſion. 


And indeed, their whole way of managing the 


-Controverſie, thoſe who are acquainted with the 
-Papifts way of Writing, may. eaſily obſerve, that 
they don't lay down any plain and certain Rule, 
nor by any clearneſs of Argument go about to 
evince the Truth of their own Poſitions ; but in- 
ſtead of that, their way is to endeavour to per- 


plex the Reader with Cavils and captious Que- 
ſtions, and to make all Things doubtful in Reli- 
gion, if you will not take it from them upon the 


Authority of their Infallibility. So that if you 
would enquire” of theſe Guides to find your Way, 


you ſhall not find them take you, and pointing out 
to you, and bidding you look about and ſee, be 


convinced by your own Reaſon, for there lay the 


ſeveral Roads to the Right Hand and to the Left; 


there's Sun-rilug, and there's the Sun-ſetting; 
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South; there you ſee is Sea, and there dry Land; 
there Rocks and Precipices, and there's a ſmooth 
and ſtrait Path; and therefore it is demonſtrable, 
that that, and that alone, muſt be the Way. But 
inſtead of that, they'll take you and, turn you 
round and round, and round, until you ſhall not 
know where ,you are, and your Head grow quite 
giddy, and then they'll. cry, have à care, you'll 
break your Limbs ; youll tumble dowma Preci- 
pice ; you'll daſh: your Brains againſt a Rock; and 
ſo bid you ſhut your Eyes, and lean on them, and 
they'll lead you ſafely.” So they make a great 
ſound with the Name ot the Church; but they 
never make a Man underſtand, rightly) what it is, 
or who it is they mean by it. And ſo make a great 
Noiſe of their Infallibility; but never tell you 
where it reſides, nor in whom it is to be found. 
Whether this Infallibility” be in Pope, or 
Council, in each, or neither, ſeparately, or in both 
together jointly ; or whether in the Whole diffus 
five Body of Chriſtians ;, are Points yet in diſpute 
and undeter mined amongſt them; only they art 
ſure they have it ſome where or other, but where 


they cannot tell. 


A Man were in a fine Condition that had a 
portion of Money for his Subſiſtence, and could 


tell no better where to find it, or how to come at it. 


And thoſe are in no better Caſe, who truſt the 
Salvation of their Souls to ſuch a tottering Sup- 
port; and for ought that appears; the Bible is as 
hard to be underſtood by the Popes, as by the 
People. For with all the ſe high Pretences of their 
Infallibility, they have gever yet given an infallible 


Comment on the Bible; or put any one Book 


into the Peoples Hands, with the Stamp of uni- 
verſa] Authority, that ſhall: he à ſecure Pre ſerva- 
tive from Error. If the Scriptures be, as they 
ſay, obſcure, and dangerous fur the People to read, 
why dot their Popes, if they ungerſtand them 
better, Apleia them, and give an Expoſition of 
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them that might be eaſier; and let all their whole 
Body of People have one authorized Volume, that ſhould 
contain the entire Pandects of their Doctrine, and 
be univerſally read by all, as the Bible is by the 41 
' Proteſtants, and then one might know where to 
But now they'll ſhuffle'and dodge, and it is: 
kind of a Play at hide and ſeek, that you know 
not where to catch them; and where they are 
preſs'd in diſpute, they'll deny their moſt notori- 


ous and avowed Doctrines and Practices; and you 
muſt firſt prove their Religion _ them, before 
you go about to confute them of its falſhood, 

And ſo, though the Worſhip of Images be ſo 
great a Part of the Devotion of the Romiſh Church, 


and practiſed every where in Popiſh Countries ia 
' i publick and ſcandalons a manner; yet you ſhall 
never urge this upon a Papiſt, but he will deny 
it, and ſeem to abhor the Charge, as the 
greateſt injury that can be. | 

And in like manner, for the Cruelty of their 
Per ſecutions, and thoſe Seas of innocent Blood 
that have been ſhed by them, upon the account 
only of Religion, though the World rings with 
the Sound of it, and every Age for theſe ſeveral 
. Centuries paſt have been Witneſſes of it, and be- 
held from time to time their Sufferings, which at 
this Day are ſtill recent, and the living Monuments 
of their Barbarity are yet remaining; yet all this 
notwithſtanding will they deny theſe manifeſt 
Proofs, and be ready to ſay, they have done no 
hurt; and for what Cauſe ſhould Papiſts be ſo much 
complained of, and look?'d on as People ſo dan- 


ſerve to charge their Church with Cruelty. 
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hole And though there be no where more diverſity 
hould WW than is — the Popiſh Worſhippers, nor no 
*, and BY where ſo much of a private Spirit; yet theſe are 


the WY the People that are always reproaching the Pro- 


re o effet with Differences in O inion, and vari 

in Modes of Worſhip, Diſcipline, &c. and wit 
1s % leaving every Man to the Judgment of his own 
now private Spirit. | Brgy 2007 
are They themſelves have only their Confeſſors to 
cori. truſt to, who, one would think, every one, as a 
| you ſingle Man, ſhould be but a private Perſon nei- 
fore ther, unleſs their whole Body of Clergy have a 
Partnerſhip in this animation of Infallibility, ſince 


e ſo all this great Buſineſs of an infallible- Guide re- 
rch, i ſolves it ſelf at laſt into the next Confeſſor, and 
ia he is the Pope to every one of his Pupils ; and 
ſhal: WY all the Books they put into the Peoples Hands, 
leny WY the ſeveral Manuals, Roſaries, Catechiſms, Legends, 
the WF and all their ſorts of Devotions, are the Writings 

f of here and there of ſome particular Man or Wo- 
heir W man amongſt them, and not the Work of the 
ood W Pope himſelf, or the whole Univerſal Church cal- 
unt BY led together in a General, Council, So that if the 
ich W Authors wrote not by Divine Inſpiration, it is ſtill 


ral but the Dictates of their on private judgments; 
be- W and though their Colleagues, after it is writ, may 
at be called to approve it, and paſs it upon the 
nts World with the Licenſe of Permiſſu ſuperiorum, 
his , yet that does not alter the Caſe ; nor does the 
eſt Approbation of ſome of their Colleagues, and Fa- 


no culties of Divines, make it the anthentick Act of 


ch WF the whole Church: Nor will the Papiſts acknow- 
n- ledge it to be ſo, if af àny time ſuch things be 
o- quoted to them out of *theſe Books as they have 
85 no mind to own ; they'll ſay the Church preſerves 


et the Doctrine pure, though ſuch or ſuch a Man 


or may be miſtaken, 


* - 


And thus they play faſt and looſe a yon ne· 

ver e ae 1d them. Ad 

vo bed Standard by which te de jpdged, nor 
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any one Book ſtamp'd with a publick Charade 
er, as being acknowledged by the whole Church ! 
and to be read by all; fo that you find no Rule U 
of their own by which to try them; nor havel *! 
they; "inſtead of the Bible, any one Book by which Ml | 
to inſtruct every one to know what they are to 
believe and practiſe, and by which to try the! 
Doctrines taught them by their particular Guides 
And for want of this, there muſt, according 
to their own Principles, When well examined, be 
found to be much obſcurity, confuſion, and un- 


certainty in their Notion of lafallibility; and both 


that and the Name of the Church are Terms 
made uſe of in a very indefinite and undetermin- 
ed Senſe, and of very uncertain fignification, 
And for the Differences in Opinion wherewith 
they reproach the Proteſtants, they have as much 
of it amongſt themſelves. They have the Do- 
arine of Immaculate Conception, with great heat main- 
tained by the Fraxciſcans; and with as much fierce- 
neſs denied by the Dominicans : The Efficacy of 
Grace, taught by the Fanſenifts ; and as zealouſly 
oppoſed by the Jeſuits, the aſſerters of Free-will. 
They have the Regular Clergy contemning and 
undermining the Secular: And the Secular of their 
ſide, crying out upon, 'and expoſing the Iniquity 
of the Regulars; and all in high Rivalry one a- 
gainſt another; and much contention concerning 
the Credit of their Images and Relicks, upon which 
their Profit depends; one crying up the Miracles 
in ſuch a Place, from whence his Gain riſes ; and 
another as much decrying that, and magnifying one 
that belongs to his Quarters, to draw the Wealth 
to his fide; anda deal of fend and animolity there 
is on theſe and ſeveral other accounts; and much 
Emulations. about Precedency, about their Anti- 
vity, and about the Merits and Pre-eminency of 
the Fongder of one Order above another. 
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The only thing that they all agree in, be ing 
only taking the Pope for their Head, and being 
in a blind Obedience to they know not what, 
under the Name of the Church; in joining in an 
unintelligible: Service, in a Language they don't 
underſtand ; and in Perſecuting and Deſtroying 
all that ſtand. in their Way; and this is the main 
matter of the Union they have to boaſt of. 

Whereas the Proteſtants can very well juſtifie 
themſelves. to have as great a Union amongſt 


them, and not only extended as far, but eſta- 


bliſhed upon much better grounds. 1 
For they are all agreed in owning the Au- 
thority of the Scriptures, and making that their 
Rule of Faith; and in acknowledging Chriſt a- 
lone for the Head of the Univerſal Church, and 
his Holy Spirit, and no other, for the infallible 
Guide of the Church; and they are all united in 
a Deteſtation of the Errors of the Romiſh Religi- 
on, and the Uſurpations of the Papacy. 

And this may be affirmed of all the ſeveral Di- 
viſions of Proteſtants, that how much ſoever they 
are diſagreed about matters of Diſcipline, Ritu- 
als, and Modes of Worſhip, yet they all own a 
Brotherhood with each other upon the Account of 
thoſe great Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, 
in which they are all united. | 

And unleſs it be one Se& among them, who 
hardly can be reckoned under the Denomination 
of Proteſtants, there are none that at any time trear 
the Scripture with diſreſpect, or are not deter- 
mined by its deciſions, And theſe neither do not, 


like the Papiſts, ſet up any other Rule of Faith, 


but they have (whether under Pretence by Hypo- 
crites and Deceivers, dr whether ſincerely by tru- 


ly well-meaning perfons) got into an unintelligi- 
ble way of expreſſing themſelves, and ſeeming, to 
confound all the Hiſtorical Truth of the Goſpel 
wick their way of myſtical Interpretations. 
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is that good, and acceptable, and perſett will of the 


and by this Church, they underſtand all that are 


| 
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And this Sect, perhaps, may have proceded 
from the Influence of Popery, and their Arts to 
create Diviſions, and Diſtractions ia Proteſtant 
Churches. 

But excepting theſe, there are not any in the 
Proteſtant Churches, but what are agreed ia the 
Points above-mentioned. So that they have ſuf- 
_ enough to filence the Papsfs on that 
Head. 

And in this they have much the Advantage of 
them, that they have not a Pope to interpoſe be- 
tween them and the Sun of Righteouſneſs, but they can 
look up immediately ro the Father of Lights, ) 
whom cometh every good, and every perfect gift. They 
acknowledge the Uſefulneſs of the Labours of | 
Learned Men, and gladly uſe their help, and pay 
a due Deference to them who are over them in 
the Lord, and eſteem them very highly for their 
Works ſake ; and do not light the Aſſiſtance of 
ſuch Spiritual Guides, who explain to them what 


Lord: But without looking upon them as having 
dominion over their Faith, but as helpers of their 
Joy, they examine the Doctrines that they teach 
them, whether they be of God; and require them 
to prove by Scripture, that what they teach 
them is the Word of Truth; and being not un- 
willing to follow their Guides, they only deſire 
to go with their Eyes open. 

They know that the Son of God, when he left 
the World to go to the Father, promiſed to ſend 
down the Spirit of Truth, by which he would be 
preſent with his Church to the End of the World; 


ſaved by Chriſt, the whole Body of Believers, who 
all are made partakers f that one Spirit; and that 
this is not a Promiſe made to the Clergy exclu- 
ſave of the Laity, but all, both Laity and Clergy, 
2 5 in 1 mT | ge to that Promiſe 
of their Saviour to ſend unte them that Spirit 0 
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Truth, that ſhall Guide them into all Truth, and their 
part in that Prayer He made to his Father, ou 
XVII. 20. not for his Diſciples only of thoſe 
Days, and the Men of that Generation, but for 
all them that ſhould hereafter believe on him through 
their Word, the Promiſe being made to them that 
were nigh, and to them that were afar off, to us, and 
to our Children, even as many as the Lord our God 
ſhall call; and the Invitation made by Chriſt is 
without diſtinction to every one, to ſeek, and they 

find; to at, and they ſhall receive the Holy Spi- 
rit, which their Heavenly Father will give to them 
that ask Him; ſo that having the Word of God 
in the Scripture for their outward Rule, and the Spi- 
rit of God enlightning their Hearts for their in- 
ward Rule, they have every one the Means of 
Salvation nigh unto them. It is not afar off, that 
they ſhould ſay, who ſhould go over the Sea to Rome, 
to bring me word what the Pope ſays? Or who 
ſhall go through all the ſeveral Chriſtian Church- 
es, to bring me word what they ſay? Or who 
ſhall give me an account of immemorial Times, 
what has been the conſtant, univerſal, uninterrupt- 
ed Tradition in all Ages, and throughout the 
Chriſtian World? Or who ſhall go through all 
the Courts of Princes, to negotiate the Meeting 
of a General Council, that I may hear what their 
Deciſions are, and may know what I am to be- 


lieve. But the Word is nigh unto us, even in our 


Mouths, and in our Hearts. It is ſo nigh, that the 
Captive in the Dungeon, and the Maid behind the 
Mill, may know it as well as the Prince that ſits 
on his Throne; and it as much concerns them 
that they ſhould, ſincg all their Souls are equally 
Pretious, being bought. with the ſame Price, and 


every Man mult give aft account of himſelf to God, 
and ſhall be ſaved by his own Faith, and not by 
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80 that in every reſped, the Proteſtants are 
upon @ better Bottom than the Papiſts, and tread 


in a more even and ſteady Path. HL. WA 
_* Whereas the Papiſts going off from Scripture, 


and taking in Tradition as a Supplement to the 
Scriptures," are upon a moſt uncertain, tottering, 


and unſteady Foundation, reſting themſelves upon 
Humane Teſtimony, Humane Authority, Humane 
Infallibility, are like Noah's Dove out of the Ark, 
and like the Raven flying to and fro over the Wa- 
ters, without any Place whereon to reſt the 
Foot. | | 
And as their Faith is thus built upon a doubt- 
ful Bottom, ſo the hope of their Calling is no leſs 
unſure, while they are taught to rely upon other 
helps for Salvation, beſides the Faith of Chriſt, 
and the unfeigned Fruits of it in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs. And they may weary them- 
ſelves with Pilgrimages, and Penances, and all 
their Superſtitious Supererrogations, and ' exhauſt 
their Purſes in purchaſing Iadulgences, Relicks, 
Maſſes, and all the reſt of their falſe Ware, that 
Merchandice of Babylon, and yet never procure 
to themſelves any well-grounded Hope whereon 
to repoſe the Safety of their Souls. But the im- 
penitent Sinner muſt, amidſt all theſe Things, 
have yet a dread of Hell, and the Pious of Pur- 
gatory, to render a Death-Bed uncomfortable , 
and inſtead of making the Day of Diſſolution wel. 
come, as that which ſhould tranſlate them to Reſt 
in the Lord, muſt render it full of Terror, as 
being to tranſmit them to intolerable Torments, 
and to keep them ſo Jong ſeparate from Him, and 


= abſent from their Maſter's Joy. And as they 


muſt be thus doubtful and fearful in their Death, 
ſo muſt they, be no lefs ꝗiſtracted whilſt they 
- live amidſt ſo many Objects of their Truſt, and of 
their Worſhip ; and having ſo many other Ad vo- 
cates befides Chriſt, Jeſus they can never tell when 
they have done With them all ang depending for 
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the : Hiſtories of their Saints upon theirifabulous, 


ridiculous Legends, have but very ſlender aſſurance. 


concerning ſome of them, that ever they had any 
being, and of all, that they are in Heaven, or 
that they hear Prayers, or have any Power to 
grant Petitions that are made to them; or if 
they ſhould, how ſhall we do to divide our Devo- 
tions among ſo many of them? and if all have 
a Title to our Regards, how may one ſhare it a- 
mongſt them? So many of theſe Courtiers of Hea- 


ven ſtand ready to receive Addreſſes, one cannot 
employ one without ſeeming to flight another. 


And ſo while one may be calling on St. Cecily, 
who knows but St. Urſala may take it ill; and 
perhaps St. Agatha may think that ſhe could have 
done. your Buſineſs as well as St. Apnes, and St. 
Winifred may be ſtood liſtening for you, and you 
neyer called upon them; and St. Katherine, St. 
Bridget, St. Tereſa, and an innumerable many 


more, would have been as ready to run, if you 


would have accepted of their Service, and per- 
baps. are affronted that you did not; and fo the 


Clients of St. Dominick, may give St. Benedict oc- 


caſion to think himſelf negle&ed, if they ſeem 
not to depend ſo much upon his Intereſt ; and 
in like manner, St. Francis's Votaries may hap- 
pen to affront St. Anthony; and while they are 
making laterceſſion by St. Nicholas, St. Patrick 
may think he himſelf ought to have the Prefe- 


' rence, and all the while, St. Ignatius may recken 


that no one could have done the Buſineſs better 
than he. And after all, St. Martin, St. Sylveſter, 
St. Bernard, St. Bruns perhaps, and all the reſt of 
the Roll, may be as much diſobliged, becauſe they 
were not thought Wwöorthy to be employed. 80 
that if a Man has not time to run over all the 
Kalender, he, cannot ſhew his, reſpects to them 
all, and may be in danger of angring one, in im- 

loring another, And hat can ſuch a numerous 


Train of Mefiatots' miniſter, but Diſtraction in- 
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ſtead of Aſſiſtance” to the poor Suppliant and it 
would fill up all his Time, when he ſhould be 
ſaying his Prayers, and teſſing theſe his Advo- 
cates wnat it is he would have them ask for him, 
to call over all their Names, or, to'ſtand' con ſider- 
ing who it is he ſhould pick ot from among 
chem, as like to prove the ſureſt Friend, and moſt 
able, and moſt ' willing to help bim. It is much 
they have not reduced it to a more compendious 
Form, and call in general _ al] Saints, and 
then they will be ſure to have miſſed none. 

Certainly, whatever the Papiſts may think of it, 
the Proteſtants are much of the ſurer ſide in this 
N e alſo; for they have the Scriptures 
o aſſure them, that if avy Man Sin, he bath an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
and that He is the Propitiation for their Sins; and 
that He is able to ſave te the urtermoſt, thoſe hat 
come. unto God by bim; and that He can have cm- 
Paſon, on the Ignorant, and on them that are ont of 
the Way 5, and is tynched with 4 feeling of o In? 
Firmities, having been in all Points tempted, like as we 
are; {6 that they need not ſeek a better Patron 
than ſuch a one as this, who has loved them, und 
has waſhed them from their Sins in his own Blood,” 
And to ſuch a Maſter as this, they can ſafely commit 
2112 keeping of their Souls in well doing; and after having 
given all Diligence to make their Calling and Electi- 
on ſure, are not terrified upon their Death-Beds 
with the Figment of a Helliſh Purgatory, but 
can quietly ſleep in the Lord Feſus; and, without 
truſting to the Prayers of others after Death, find 
in Curiſt alone, an Anchor of their Souls, both ſure 
and ſted ſaſt; and for the-loeſs of his Merits and 
Satisfaction, and not for the Merits of Saints, not 


Satisfactions of Penances and Indulgences, hope 
for Eternal Liſe, which God, that can't Lye, hat 
promiſed; and knowing in whom they have be- 


lie ved, are aſſared that He is ahle tg rep that which 
35, cantmirted i bim againſt that Day, n may lay 
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don this :Earthly Tabernacle in Peace, to be glaath- 
3 "Houſe which #5 for He 
And herein have the Proteſtants a great Ad- 
vantage: of the Papiſts, in that the Humble an 
ions have nut, their Dying Hour made unchm⸗- 
artable hy the Fears of à Purgatory, nor, the 
Wicked and Impepitent made ſecure by the 192 72 
of it, being both; made to know,;that, without H- 
linefs, no Man la ſee the Lord; and that to The e 
who; ſin wilfully, after the Knowledge of te Tres „ 
there remaineth no more Sacrifice ſor Sin; and that 
toi thoſe. who by patient continuing in well doing feel 
for: Glory, and Honour, and Imertalty, there 13 ap 
aſlyred Reward of, Eternal Life, and dying in the 
Lord they ſhall, be bleſſed, and. xef from their Lq- 


ri, 90.0) 301 vi LV} 3748 4, . 574 4 
zu So that upon all the forementjoned Account, 
it is. moſt evidently certain, that the Proteſta t 
Religion is the ſureſt Way to Heaven, as well as 
that the Rowiſh is moſt-unſafe and dangerous. 
And becauſe. they can with no force of Argu- 
ment refute the Truth of this, their great Arti 
fice is to blacken the Reformation all they. . 
and not to let it ke known rightly how the Mat: 
ter ſtands, | | 2 


And fo they raiſe a mighty prejudice amongſt 
their Diſciples againſt the Reformation, and ob- 
jet all the Scandals they can, againſt the manner 
of it, and againſt the Perſons of thoſe who were 
inſtrumental in it; juſt like the Adverſaries St. 
Paul had to deal with, who cried out, and threw 
Duſt into the Air, and made un Uproar, and drew a 
great Company, who all helped, to make a Noiſe, 
though the more parkightew not wherefore they were 
come together; and the ſame manner do the 
Papiſts make a Notſegand raiſe a Duſt, without 
Jetting any one - know rightly what is the true 
State of the Caſe. And this for the ſame Reaſon 
with Demetrius and his Brethreg, becauſe by, this 
as. ” hs 
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They make a great outcry agajnſt the Vices 
of. Henry the Vun ; the. Paſſion of Luther ; the 
Eaſineſs of Cranmer ; the inn jc we of one, and 
the Obſtinacy of another; and the irregular Man- 
ner in which they will tell yon the Reformation 
eſtabliſhed it ſelf. But not to enter here into the 
rticulars of that Affair, of which enough has 


4 
Veen Thi by abler Pens, who have given the Hi- 


ſtory of the Reformation, and ſufficiently vindica- 
ted it from thoſe odious Colours in which the 
Pa would repreſent it. IO 
It is enough in this Place to tell them, that 
the Proteſtant Religion has no dependence upon 
Hiſtorical Paſſages, nor is anſwerable for the real 
or — ices or Failings of the Perſons of 
the Reformers. There was, by the Confeſſion of 
the Papiſts themſelves, ſo much Scandal in the 
Lives of the Clergy, and ſich a general Cotru- 
ption thrughont the whole Chriſtian Church, that 
there was an univerſal Cry for Reformation. 


I This one of their late celebrated Authors ac- 


FEnowledges, who fays: © That though the true 
“ Chriſtian Doctrines did remain fundamentally 
« in the Church, yet they were not enough ex- 
« plained to the People; but that inſtead of the 
©< Grace of Chriſt, too many did Preach up no- 
« thing but Indulgences, Pilgrimages, and the 
£ like, | 

And this to all impartial People is ſufficient 
enough to juſtifle the Reformation; for this 
(as he ſays) made People call out from every ſide 
for a General Council, as the Means to Remedy 
theſe Evils; and though he would pretend that 
without leave of the Pope; or confent of Coun- 
cil, thefe Evils were not te be remedied ; that 
can by no means be granted : But allowing it, 


ds be does, that both Doctrine and Manners were be- 


come ſo depraved: Alb the World muſt own, it was 
high time to ſeek « Rxmedyy ang no enduring to ſit 
8 100 8 9 TY 1 ſtil 
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fill any longer. And if tie Pope and"Gorvernin; 
Powers would not give a Redreſs, Men mu ; 


* 


ſcek it for themſelyes where they could. 
To what purpoſe was it that the true Faith re- 
mained entire in the Church, if the people were 
taught Falſhoods ?' The Maſter of the Houſe had 
good Corn in "Rs Garner, but kept it there locked ) 
up, and fed his'Houſhotd with unwholſome Food? 
If People find themſelves langviſhing under a 
mortal Diſeaſe, and the Phyſicians wi apply no 
Relief, may not a Man that finds a healing Medi- 
cine, make uſe of it without their leave; or muſt 
he die, tather than they ſhould be offended ? If 
a City be on Fire, and the Magiſtrate will not 
appoint Officers to put it ont, muſt not every 
Man endeavour” to fave his Life and Goods if he 
can; or muſt all fit ſtin and be burnt, for the 
good Pleaſure of their Governour? 
The Caſe was juſt the fame, Mens eternal Sal- 
vation was ar ſtake, there was the Food Ane 
« in their Father's Houſe, and yet they periſhe- 
: for Hunger; an vniverſal Corruption was every 
7 where overſpread, the whole Head was Sick, and 


the whole Heart Faint, from the ſole of the Foot un- 
to the Head, there was no ſoundneſs, but Wounds, and 
a Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, the Prophets propheſied 
falſiy, and the Prieſts bear Rule by their means. And 
what was now to be done, muſt Millions of Sauls 
| be ruined, or muſt theſe Corruptions be caſt ouc 
whether the Pope and his Hierarchy would or no? 
This was the Condition, and this was the Courſe 
they took, the Pope would not reform the Church, 
and io the Church reform'd without him; as 
certainly it was juſt and neceſſary they 
ſhould. 99 + 
And that which, amiaſt all this, happened to give 
the Criſis to the Reformation, was, Pope Leo the 
Xth ſetting a great Number of Indulgences to ſale 
to raiſe a 8 for- his Niece; and fending 
out his Fri Wü their Pedlers-pack of this 
72 r ER Choice 
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choice. Merchandice to: ſell, and makg, him as much 
Money, ay they copld ; and * artin Lur 
ther, a Friar in Germany, abgur., fl 37.6AT 171 
took, oecalion to Press- . and to decry 
this, abomigable, ſcandalous, Try k.z,a0d this igr 
cenſed the Fope highly againſt; him, and Zuth 
was cited to appear, and 1s g made, an 
a great Proſecution waz agaiaſt him, and he there- 
upon, became -engag d to ſtudy e Controverſie 
o much the more, in order to his, on Vindica- 
tion z and that led; him to unravel 1 further 
intq the. Iniquities of the Romiſþ Church, of which, 
the. more he ſtudied, the more he went on diſ- 
covering of them; and being a, Mag of, a hot and 
eager Temper, was, not to be diſcougaged or di- 
yerted from What he had beguy ;, but. the more 
they Wes him, the more, he was exaſperated a- 
zataſt them, and the more he laid them; open, 
and ,expos'd their Errors to the, View. of the 
World, and-in Conclyſion traullate the New Te- 
ement. into the German Language, and by that 
eans gave Light. into the Difference ſo that 
the Corruptions that were before ſo ſenſible in 
the Roman Church, being now thus openly at- 
tack d and detected, it was no longer poſſible to 
keep Men under her Yoke, but abundance of her 
Principalities and States in Germany, and other 
Places, reform'd from the Abominations of Pope- 
ry, and departed from her Communion, to which, 
the Scriptures being made uſe of for a Guide, led 
all thoſe who were ſeriouſly concerned for their 
Salvation, to ſee the Danger of continuing in it. 
And about the ſame time, King Henry the VIlith, 
in England, having a Quarrel with the Pope, broke 
off from his Obedience, and hy thit means brought 
on a Reformation in his Riögsdom; for when once 
the Prop of Papal Supremacy came to be ſhaken, 
all the reſt of his falſe. Doctrines that were up- 
beld by at, fell to the Groyuad 5 agd when once 
#6, i 21 * 1 * Peg: 
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people found themſelves at liberty to en- 
quire, they quickly perceived how much they had 
been miſled; there being nothing more fatal to * 
the Romiſh Religion, than a ſerious Examinati- | 
on into the Grounds of it; and for that Rea- 
ſon does that Church, with ſo much Art, and ſo 
much Severity, conſtantly endeavour to prevent 
iin ede A s Jae 8 
One John Tindal, an Engliſhman, had at that time 
tranſlated the New Teſtament into Engliſh, as Lu- 
ther had done before into German, and having 
Printed them in Holand, the Biſnop of Wincheſter, 
Dr. Gardiner, when they were brought over to 
be diſpetſed in England, ſeized upon as many as 
he could, to the Number of Five Hundred, hich - 
he cauſed to be burnt, to prevent Mens being 
acquainted with the Word of God, and reſtoring 
Religion to its Purity; the Tranſlator himſelf 
afterwards underwent the ſame Fate, and died a 
* Martyr for the pure Truths of the, Goſpel, 
which he had drawn, out from thoſe ſacred Foun- 
talns. | pls der 
The Perſecutions that followed upon this, and 
the abundance of Holy Men and Women. that 
fealed their Witneſs with their Blood, and died 
for the Word of God, and for the Teſtimony 
which they held, have been at large publiſhed to 
the World in Fox's Book of Martyrs, and elſe- 
where, by which, thoſe who are deſirous, may 
inform rhemſelves, and ſee with what Fury Sa- 


holds | ot Satan, and to open the Priſon Doors f 
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and thdugh that Prince reform'd no farther than 
AU his Humour, ' and ſerv'd his on Turn; 

though he burnt both . Papiſts and Proteſtants in the 


fame Fire, and continued himſelf in the Roniiſh Com- 


muniof ee the End of his Days; yrt was he an 
Inſtrumeat in God's Hand, who orer-ruling the 


Paſſions of ſinful Men, makes them work to 


his Glory, and to bring about the Ends which: 
his Providence has appointed, though they deſign 
it not. See Iſaiab the Xth, how the Aſſrian was 


the Staff in God's Hand, and did His work, tho” 


he meant it not, neither did his Heart think ſo ; 
and - Nebuchadnezzar, in his Service againſt yrs, 
is ſaid to have wrought for God, Ezek. XXIX. 20. 
So this King in his Fury battered the Walls of Be- 
bylon, and like Jeb was employed to deſtroy the 
Worſhip of Baal; and being of a Spirit fit to deal 
with the Papiſts, ſerv'd. to clear the Way to that 
farther Reformation, which afterwards happily en- 
ſued; he diſſolv'd Monaſtries, pull'd down Ima- 


ges, and took away Idolatry, caft off the Pope's 


Supremacy, and did a great many Things, which 
2 Prince of a milder Temper would not have 
dar'd to do, and by that means prepar'd things 
for the reſtoring Religion to its Purity, and build- 
ing up the Houſe of God; which was through 
God's Bleſſing happily brought to paſs and ſet- 
tled under the Reigns of his Succeſſors, King Ed- 
ward the VIth and Queen Elizabeth. 

And this is, in ſhort, the true Hiſtory of that 
Matter, which the Papiſts have ſo ſlanderouſly miſ- 
repreſented, and would have to be ſuch a Crime, 


and with fo much Malice ake together all that 


they can learn, or inventabf Perſonal Failings, 
or misbehaviour in thoſe e were Inſtruments 
in this bleſſed Work; which. yet. ſignifies no- 
thing to their purpoſe; for admit they had been 
as wicked as they. would have them thought to 
be, which God be thanked they were nor, but 
FUP - v 3 I "© $f, were 
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were Perſons of eminent Worth and Piety, and 
ſich as were earneſtly concerned for their own 
Salvation, and for the good of others; and the 
more Serious and Devout they were, the more Di- 
ligent they were to examine into the diſputes 
that were then ſtirring about Religion, and the 
more readily they yielded Aſſent to the Truth; 
and having by ſearch of Scriptures diſcovered. 
the enormons-Depravations of Chriſtianity in the 
Church of Rome, wherein they had been bred up, 
did, at the Hazard of all their worldly latereſts, 
reſolve to forſake it, which many of them did to the 
Loſs of their Lives. 777 / / ( 
But however, were it true, that they had been 
ſuch wicked Wretches, have the Papifts any right 
to make that an Objection, unleſs they could vin- 
dicate the Lives of their Popes, of whom a grea 
many have been the greateſt Villains, and the vi- 
leſt Miſcreants, that ever breath'd upon the Earth; 
and therefore they may hold their Tongues as to 
that Matter. 4 "EM 2 
- But the Papacy has reaſon to be angry at the 
Revolt of ſo many States and Principalities from 
their Obedience; for before thoſe Days, the Pope 
had the diſpoſing of Crowns and Scepters at his 
Pleaſure; he was. the ſole Arbiter of all Diffe- 
rences, and could command the Lives and For- 
tunes of Princes and People how he pleas'd; he 
had Taxes conſtantly paid him out of all Coun- 
tries within his Communion, and as often as he 


ſaw fit, ſent to demand what farther he had oc- 


caſion for, continually picking their Pockets by one 
Device or other; and. then at eyery turn, when 


he had his Ends to ferve, he would publiſh his 
tudes of People to find 


their Graves in Paleſtine, among the Turks and Sa- 
racens; it being a great Piece of Religion in thoſe 
Days to go, to conquer the Holy Land, and take it 


out of the Hands of. Infidels; ſa-the, Pope did 


but ſaund out the, Trumpet, immediately Prin- 
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e, I tock Arms, and with the 
p theie Backs, away 
Kor tom all Parts of Chriſtendom, ta the 
of nen 5; and there; while they were Fight» 
mot of 7 Thi ſhort home, the Popes! 
"the mean Time making their Encreachs: 
h the” Civi1 Power; and: getting into. 
1 5 2 Prinei pelities : of thoſe 
J bad ſent don theſe wiſe 
ti cited % to 1000 
1 Ga Wer be endeavôüring to re- 
cover "this Fope Dominion, and "the! Proteſtarits 
much reaſon to rejoe in their Free- 
5 by ND PIP to Preſeive 
E. BH ,22023231V D325: v7 102 
197 wigs, it rs plainly: that a Re- 
ir purge che Chard 
-and Avery whioh, by de- 
Aledof- Satire had been intros 


dſe Corrupt 


ron 
| 0 N "Afi and 8 this was itt outing a new: 


Rg but only reſtoring the old 
By the Fo A do very naht charge the Pro- 
ale with e and make as if theirs was 
1 pew Religion; whereas it is the Additions that 
opery has made, that is the new Religion; and 
the Proteſtant Religion is no more, but the old 
and primitive Chriſtianity. For to cleanſe a Gar- 
ment from the Filthineſs that is in it, is not to 
make it new, unleſs it can be pretended that the 
5 are of greater Antiquity thay: the Garment 
it ſe 
That the Church of Rome has oy is Ha POLE 
enough; and that ſhe is not infallible, is there- 
fore no leſs evident; but here let her anſwer, if 
ſhe thinks fit, whether 5 be eſſential to 
the *beiog of a true Chur or not f. and whether 
thore was this Infallibility in the Church of the Jews, 
or not ?, let them tell us plainly. 
IF they ſay itewas, we ſhall ſhe w them abundant- 
515 .of we =o ol * the. bs - and out 
ht Es <. 
8 


of, the New Teſt 4. 

the New Teſtament, the great Depravations 
of it, and ſich Deſcriptions of her Paſtors, as 
ſeem” not very conſiſtent with the Character of 


Infallibility; and our Savioux reproy ing hem'ſo 
ſeverely ; He did, calling them, Serpents, 4 Ge. 


> 


neration of Vipers, blind Guides, and ſuch as made 
delt Pitter er l. de ce of Het 
127 Aa /efues:5 AY make c a tar Thor 
lofallibility, Whatever it was, ,was no Security to 
the Souls of Ae, Followers” Rf a is 7 
And if they fa they were not Infalltble, then 
they yield the Cauſe, that Infallibility is not ne- 
ceſſary to the Being of a true Church, bbt'thar 
there may be a true Church without it, and. then 
perhaps we may find | the Reformed' Church to hg 
a true Church, as well as the Church of Rs.. 
But whezher they will ſay, Er net Nay, that the 
Jewiſh Church was infallible, they muſt neverthe- 
leſs. own, that it was the; Ruling Powers of tha 
Church that were the great Oppugosts of' ur 
Saviour and his Doctrine; and that thèe“ people 
were much more diſpoſed to receive Him than 
their Prieſts; and that they had reaſon to depart 
from the Opinion of their Rulers; and that had 
they not done ſo, they had never embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion, nor become the Diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt; for the High Prieſt, the Scribes and 
Phariſees, the Ruling Powers in the Church, and 
thoſe in whom the Infallibility (if any there was) 
might be preſumed to reſide, were they that made 
the great Oppoſition to the Son of God; and be- 
cauſe they knew Him not, nor yet the Voices 
of the Prophets, that were read in the Synagogues 
every Sabbath-Day, they Fulfilled them in condemn- 
ing Him; and yet inn theſe were they, who 
aſſumed to themſelve ra Rigbt to judge for all 
the Gongregation, and made it an Argument a- 
gainſt others Believing in Chriſt, becauſe they did 
5 not; Hz apy-of the, Nubert or. 4 the Phariſets 
believed hm ?.. Job. VII. 38. They bad geveed, 
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